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Canon Farrar’s sermon before the students of Cam- 
bridge University, which we reprint on another 
page from one of our English exchanges, will well 
repay the reading. It is a fresh and an eloquent 
plea for total abstinence, in a style and with argu- 
ments that are calculated to impress and convince 
many over whom hackneyed temperance addresses 
have no influence. It is a timely utterance, now that 
sneers at total abstinence are so freely indulged in vy 
clergymen who are not unready to recognize the 
worth and ability of Dr. Farrar, and who will give 
to his earnest appeal a fair hearing. 





Several months ago we printed the substance of 
an address by the Rev. Dr. Arthur Mitchell, of 
Chicago, made by him in Minnesota, in behalf of the 
American Sunday School Union. Its theme was 
“The worth of the Bible to the Nation.” Its state- 
ments concerning the influence of the Bible on our 
national character and progress attracted the atten- 
tion of a number of the Japanese students in Cali- 
fornia, and they have been transcribing copies of it 
to circulate among their friends here and at home. 
The demand for the address still continues, and we 
have been applied to from San Francisco for addi- 
tional copies of the paper containing it. This is 
another indication of the growing interest in Chris- 
tianity among the Japanese. 


We cannot wonder that The Jewish Messenger is 
indignant at the treatment received by Mr. Seligman 
at Saratoga. It says some very sensible things in 





rebuke of “ discrimination based upon creed or race,” 
and expresses its confidence that “cultivated people, 
Jew or Christian, are in accord on this subject.” But 
is it not a little warped against the Christian race 
when, in proposing that individual offenders against 
propriety shall be singled out and expelled from any 
reputable hotel, regardless of their race or religion, 
it says, “It will be found that Christians will offend 
with injinitely greater frequency than will Jews”? 
The belligerent Irishman emphasized his advocacy of 
equal rights with a flourish of his shillalah, and the 
declaration, “I tell yez, one man’s as good ez another, 
—and a great deal betther.” 








Now is the time for teachers in city Sunday- 
schools, who are going away from home on their 
summer journeys, to get a new hold on their schol- 
ars by kindly letters to them. What is written 
down in black and white often makes an impression 
beyond anything which is spoken by word of mouth. 
Assurances of affection or of sympathy from a 
teacher seem more real toa scholar when they are 
given formal expression to on paper ; and entreaties 
and counsel in that form come with added force. It 
is an event in many a scholar’s life to receive a let- 
ter by mail. The teacher who ignores or neglects 
the midsummer opportunity of correspondence with 
his scholars makes a sad mistake. He who im- 
proves it is abundantly repaid for his labors in this 
line. 


How many persons there are who wish they could 
do a thing well, but who are unwilling to give the 
time and strength to fit themselves for the work in 
question. Young teachers wish they could interest 
and profit a class as well as some highly successful 
teacher of their acquaintance ; yet they are not ready 
to study as hard on their lessons week by week as 
that skilled teacher does; nor will they pay as much 
attention as he gives to wise methods of teaching. 
Another young person wishes he could write at- 
tractively for the papers; but he will not wait 
until he has trained himself for this sphere as, without 
exception, the best newspaper writers have. He who 
thinks that a man can preach well, or teach well, or 
write well, or sing well, or play well on a musical 
instrument, or, in fact, do anything well without hard 
work in learning how to do that thing, is greatly 
mistaken. It is never easy to doa thing until a man 
realizes that it is hard to do it. 


“Sunday-school Day” at the Permanent Exhibi- 
tion on Saturday last was every way a success. The 
weather was delightful; sunny, but not too warm. 
The attendance was large, representing schools of 
various denominations and from every section of the 
city. At noon a goodly number of teachers gathered 
in the lecture-room of the educational department, 
and received hints for their next day's work in re- 
viewing the quarter's lessons. A little later there 
was a parade of the schools in the park just in front 
of the main building. At three o'clock the children 
gave their concert in the orchestra gallery, under the 
direction of Professor Fischer and a number of skilled 
assistants. This concert was the great feature of the 
day. The singing was such as comes only from the 
swelling chorus of thousands of glad-hearted little 
ones. It was from the heart and to the heart; a de- 
light to all who heard it. Jn the evening there was 
an orchestral and organ concert at the same place, 


Altogether the day was one to be remembered by the 
children and their friends. Twenty-eight thousand 
nine hundred and eighty-five persons were in attend- 
ance at the building during the day and evening. 
There is no longer a question whether the Sunday- 
schools of Philadelphia can be brought together in 
unity, if occasion calls for it. 


There was never a time when Christianity had 
such power and prominence in the world as to-day. 
Never before was the Bible accepted with unques- 
tioning confidence as the one inspired revelation of 
God's will for man's guidance, by so many persons, 
or by so large a portion of the men of great learning and 
of intellectual prominence in all the world, as at the 
present time. There was never less scepticism than 
now among the professed followers of Jesus Christ, 
Never before was there in the hearts of so many, a 
simple child-like faith in Jesus as the only Saviour, 
and as the ever-present Friend and Helper of those 
who trust him. The Old Testament had never 
before so many intelligent and reverent students; 
its truths were never so well understood and appre- 
ciated. The history of the life of Jesus was never 
so prized as at present; nor ever were so many 
of his disciples waiting and working in full expec- 
tancy of his speedy reappearing. Yet now it is that 
materialistic philosophers and infidel writers, and 
even some half-hearted ministers and laymen in the 
churches, are troubled lest Christianity is losing 
power, or unbelief gaining ground, or lest it should 
be necessary to discard the “ old faith,” or admit the 
‘inaccuracies of the Bible,” and try something better 
than the old-time belief in God's word and God's 
Son. Because unbelievers and scoffers are tolerated 
and undisturbed as never before, they flatter them- 
selves that they are gaining in numbers and power 
as rapidly as they grow in defiant hostility to the Bible 
and its believers, and to God as revealed in the Bible. 
The statistics as to the multiplication of religious 
publications, the increase of devout Bible students, 
the growth of faith, the gaining power of the more 
highly spiritual truths over the hearts and minds of 
men, and every other sign of true progress, are amply 
sufficient to convince whoever is willing to be con- 
vinced by unmistakable facts ; but the trouble is that 
men who do not believe the Bible are unwilling to 
believe the clearest evidence of any truth which con- 
firms the Bible record of evidences its power. The 
most unreasonable claim that is made in the world 
just now is the claim that skepticism is on the increase, 
and that belief in the whole Bible and faith in the 
Christ of Scriptures are neither so common nor so 
positive as formerly. 





PRETENDED SERVICE. 

When the people of Israel were going astray from 
the paths of Jehovah, it is said of them that they 
“did secretly,” or covertly, “ those things that were 
not right against the Lord their God.” In other 
words, they made a pretense of serving the Lord, 
while they were really following their own lusts, and 
bringing God's worship into dishonor. The Israel- 
ites were by no means the last people in history who 
have attempted to cover up selfishness and irrever- 
ence under the name of serving the Lord. 

Perhaps in no one thing does this sin stand out 





more prominently than in the raising of money for 
religious purposes, No little ingenuity is displayed 
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in the various methods by which people are tempted 
to give money for the gratification of their lusts and 
appetites, while they call it an offering to the Lord’s 
cause, Sometimes their love of gambling is appealed 
to. They ere asked to buy tickets in a raffle, or to 
pay for a chance ata “ grab bag,” in the hope that 
they may get back a great deal more than they in- 
vested ; at the same time they are told that their pay- 
ment is for the purpose of building or repairing a 
church, of supporting the minister, or of helping the 
home Sunday-school, or the heathen elsewhere. In 
this way the professed people of God are doing covertly 
those things which are not right in his sight, carrying 
on an iniquitous gambling business and pretending 
that it is a righteous operation. 

More commonly it is by the sale of cake and straw- 
berries, or of oysters and coffee, or of needlework 
and knick-knacks, at high prices, that money is 
sought indirectly for the Lord. Of course there is 
no harm in selling these things, or in buying them 
when on sale ; but it 7s wrong to pretend that there 
is any godly open-heartedness in a man who wants 
a quart of oysters or a pint of coffee for every few 
cents he proffers to the Lord's treasury, in response 
to an earnest call for help to the Lord’s cause. The 
sin is in pretending that there is any generosity in 
trading at the religious restaurant or fancy goods 
stall. 

Oftentimes there is covert selfishness in the name 
of charity in the paying of pew-rent. A man of 
means who wants to appear well in the community 
finds that the “ best families’ occupy seats in a cer- 
tain part of the church which he attends. Naturally 
he takes a seat there. He wants that seat because 
of the social prominence it gives to him; but he en- 
ters all the money it costs him on his charity account, 
and wants the credit of making his payment from a 
desire to ‘‘ support the gospel” in that community. 
It was all right for him to buy the seat; but it is not 
right for him to claim that he paid the extra cost of 
that seat from largeness of heart toward the Lord. 
He was really moved by a wish to have the church 
help him in the sight of the people. He ought not to 
pretend that he wanted to help the church for the 
good of the people. 

There are churches which report under the head 
of Benevolent Contributions the sums given by 
them for the necessary expenses of their own Sunday- 
schools. They would be ashamed to call the cost of 
a new carpet or the salary of an organist an outside 
charity; but they will covertly represent the small 
outlay for the religious instruction of their own chil- 
dren as a missionary gift. The question of the best 
method of raising money to meet the Sunday-school 
expenses may perhaps be deemed an open one; but 
not so the propriety of calling the support of a church 
Sunday-school as clearly a legitimate church expense 
as the salary of its pastor. ' 

There are a great many other ways in which per- 
sons covertly seek the gratification of their lusts 
under the name of serving God. They join a certain 
church, or take a Sunday-school cless, or connect 
themselves with a Young Men's Christian Association, 
to gain popularity and otherwise to promote their sel- 
fish interests. They publish or edit a magazine or a 
newspaper with a religious title that they may do a 
brisk business in deceptive advertising, or in circu- 
lating flash wood-cuts and sensational novels. They 
talk or pray or sing as if they were full of devoutness, 
while they are intent only on making the most they 
can out of any credit they can gain as upright and 
godly men. It is the same old story over again: 
“The children of Israel did secretly those things 
that were not right against the Lord their God.” 

If a man wants to gamble, let him call his perform- 
ance by its proper name. Don't let him speak of it 
as religious giving. If he wants to buy a supper or 
a pair of slippers, at a low price or a high one, let him 
make the trade as a trade, not as a method of benevo- 
lent contribution. Butif he wants to give anything 
into the Lord's treasury let him do so squarely and 
plainly, without taking any_receipt for his gift, or 








asking for any “ chromo”’ reward for his subscription. | to God only three times in the Old Testament”? The fact that 


This indirect and deceptive giving to the Lord's cause 
is a disgrace to the church of Christ, and an injury to 
every one who has a part init. Its spirit is selfishness. 


| 
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the fatherhood of God is but little revealed in the Old Testament, 
and that we must go to the gospels, and especially to John, for that - 
doctrine, I had already noted as a very suggestive one. 

There is an edition of Cruden issued by the American 


Its effect is to dishonor the Lord, and to lower the | Tract Society, which includes several of the improvements 
moral standard of him who is guilty of this pretended | above noted as desirable. Mr. H. E. Simmons, of 150 Nas- 


service of God. 


UN-CHRISTIAN PREJUDICE. 


And now the question of class proscription has its | 


centre in New York and Saratoga. This time the 
hostility is to Jews, and those who show it are the 
proprietors and guests of fashionable hotels. A 
prominent New York gentleman, of wealth and cul- 
tivation and liberality and uprightness, was refused 
admission to a Saratoga hotel because, as it appears, 
many guests who are not Jews have a strong dislike 
to guests who are Jews. Hence a great stir in the 
fashionable and commercial circles of New York and 
its dependencies, 

As thus raised the question involves the right of 
hotel-keepers to admit or shut out guests according 
to their fancy. With that phase of it we do not 
propose to meddle. But we do protest most ear- 
nestly against any calling of this class prejudice a 
Christian prejudice. Christians as Christians have no 
hostility to Jews as Jews. The ladies and the gentle- 
men at fashionable watering-places who object to the 
presence of Jews because they are Jews, must not 
claim that their objections are based on their Chris- 
tianity. Their spirit and their conduct are, on the 
contrary, eminently un-Christian. They might be 
spoken of as Gentiles, but certainly not as Christians. 

Christianity is not intolerant, not narrow and 
illiberal, not proscriptive ; it is all-comprehensive; it 
is charitable; it is full of love for all. It never 
ostracizes men because of their religious opinions, 
their nationality, or their race. Whoever does this 
is just so far un-Christian. Persons who dislike a Jew 
because he is a Jew, are not those who love a Chris- 
tian because he is a Christian. So also they who are 
hostile to a pagan because he is a pagan have no true 
attachment to a Christian because of his Christianity 
—or his Christ-likeness; and they who would shut 
out from sympathy a child of God because his skin is 
black would never be drawn to a Christian because 
his soul is white. 

Whatever other phase this controversy over class 
distinctions may assume, let it be understood that the 
prejudice which manifests itself against a white Jew, 
or a yellow pagan, or a black Christian, or a red sav- 
age, is never a Christian prejudice. Call it Gentile, 
or barbarian, or inhuman, or “ shoddy,” or parvenu; 
but don’t call it Christian. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—~< 


Here are other hints concerning the use of Cruden’s 
“Concordance,” from “ Fraternus,” a Massachusetts corres- 


pondent, as supplementing those recently given by Mr. 
Crafts : 


1 was much interested in the article “ Reading the Concordance,” 
in your issue of June 9, I am convinced that many more impor- 
tant suggestions might yet be made for the advantage of the multi- 
tude who are coming to use it more and more, Dr. Vincent, Mr. 
Moody, and many others, must have valuable recommendations to 
make concerning it, I wish we might get them. It is evident, I 
think, that Cruden might easily be revised in several particulars. 
The “I's” and “J's” ought to be separated, in keeping with the 
tumes, “Con” should precede “Cor,” The meaning of the proper 
names should be put in connection with the heading of the pas- 
sages, avoiding a separate list. The book could furthermore be 
diminished in size and expense by omitting, for popular use, the 
references to the Apocrypha, It is, moreover, evident that it is 
incomplete in many words, For example, “ whither,” in omitting 
Psa, 137: 7; “whatsoever,” in omitting Eccl. 9: 10; “‘tares,” in 
omitting verses 30, 38, and 40 of Matt. 13, etc. I have made many 
such corrections on the margin of my book. Many of these omis 
sions are not supplied under any other material word. No doubt 
other persons could extend these suggestions concerning the cor- 
rection of the book itself, We surely want the book to be as 
accurate and complete as possible, and then we should know how 
to use it to the greatest possible advantage. This is an idea worth 
comparing notes upon; isit not? By the way, was the author of 
the article referred to correct in asserting that “ Father is applied 


| 
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sau Street, New York, can give information concerning it. 
We think that Mr. Crafts was in error in saying that the 


| term “‘ Father’ is applied to God only three times in the 





Old Testament.” At least fourteen times God is referred 
to as a father in that portion of the Scriptures, and eight 
times or more this reference is in the form of direct address 
to God, or in an invitation to so address him. An exami- 
nation of the following passages will, we think, be conclu- 
sive on this point: Deut. 32:6; 2 Sam. 7: 14; 1 Chron. 
29:10: Psa. 68: 5; Psa. 89:26; Psa. 103: 13; Isa. 63:16; 
Isa. 64: 8:*Jer.3:4; Jer. 31:9; Mal. 1:6; Mal. 2: 10 

That question about the sin of deceiving is not yet at 
rest. Several letters have come in to us in comment on 
our statement of the case, and in inquiry for further light. 
A Missouri correspondent writes : 

The question about deception ever being justifiab'e is presented 
to every Christian, and is not easily answered in all its bearings. 
I like very much your explanation in your ‘ Notes on Open Letters” 
in the number for June 9. You show clearly the difference be- 
tween deception and concealment; but I wish you to explain one 
passage with which I always have difficulty, in arguing on this 
question. Did not Samuel (as related in 1 Sam. 16: 2) deceive 
Saul? Of course he was justifiable; for it was by divine com- 
mand. God generally encourages his people when afraid of their 
enemies by showing hiniself as their protector. We may always 
find truth in Scripture of present importance to us; what then are 
we to learn from this? Are we ever placed in circumstances 
where this example will justify us in using deception? 

It seems to us that Samuel simply concealed from Saul 
that knowledge which of right belonged to Samuel, and to 
the possession of which Saul was not entitled. What 
Samuel said to Saul was, so far as it went, the literal 
truth. The only deception was in concealment, and noth- 
ing was concealed which Saul ought to have known. We 
have no doubt that Christians are often called to positions 
where similar concealment is justifiable. 

From a New York State pastor comes this inquiry : 

You give an excellent answer to the question, “ Is deception 
ever justifiable?” How could you answer the same question in 
the light of Josh. 2: 3, 4 (particularly the last clause) compared 
with the highly commendatory notice made of Rahab in Heb. 11:31? 

In the case of Rahab, God approved the faith which 
prompted her to receive the spies as men of God. That 
faith is commended in the passage referred to from 
Hebrews. But there is no commendation given or inti- 
mated of the means by which she saved the spies. If she 
told a lie, as would seem by the record in Joshua, we think 
that she did wrong, and that her act was not justifiable. 
In the sacred record, God often commends the spirit of 
men whose conduct is by no means to be approved. 

Another point is raised by an inquirer in Obio. He says: 

I have been very much interested in your discussion concerning 
“Deception” for I have been studying that question, and trying 
to come to some consistent unprejudiced conclusion. I think you 
put it in a nut-shell when you say, “All deception is wrong 
toward those who are entitled to the facts in a given case.” But 
is it true that an explicit falsehood is never justifiable even to 
save one’s life? I think it is universally conceded that it is justi- 
fiable to take life in self-defense. Is it not a less thing to tell an 
explicit falsehood than to send a soul into eternity? Ifa false- 
hood would answer the purpose, would it not be much better to 
use it? Please refer to this again, for I really desire light upon 
this important question. 

If lying is in itselt wrong, it is never justifiable. The 
same may be said of the shedding of blood. We ought 
never to do wrong, even though right doing may cost us 
our lives or may cost the lives of those whom we love. 
We must do right at any cost, and leave the consequences 
with God. For ourselves we believe that “lying lips are 
abomination to the Lord,” and that God’s people are 
“children that will not lie” When a man opens his 
mouth and makes a positive declaration, he is on his honor, 
and his word isas ifit werean oath. If he lies in one instance, 
and for one purpose, he is not a man of truth. No sure 
confidence can be placed in him or in his statements. 
Holding to this view of truth and falsehood, of course we 
believe that it is better—ten thousand times better—to die 
than to live by lying. Concerning the propriety of taking 
the life of another in one’s own defense, we quite agree 
with our correspondent. We do not think that life-taking 
is always wrong; but it is needless to discuss that ques- 
tion here. If life-taking is in itself a sin, one ought not to 
take another's life tosave his own. But if the propriety of 
life-taking is dependent on circumstances, that is another 
matter. Right ought to be done at all hazards. Itisa 
It is a great thing that 


small thing that we live or die. 
we do right, living or dying. 
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RULES FOR TEACHING. 
BY WILLIAM 8. PLUMER, D.D. 


Teaching is a great art and mystery. He who can do 
it well, is no mean man. It is useful to read profound dis- 
cussions on the subject of teaching. It deserves thought, 
care, study. It must be admitted that very good teachers 
are scarce. Many would do better if they would inquire 
after the best methods. 

But after all our reading and hearing on the subject, it 
will be found that our best teachers are mainly governed 
by a few short and simple rules, which comprehend a good 
deal. The following are given as a sample of some of the 
most important. 

1. Understand what you attempt to teach. Confused 
ideas cannot benefit your pupils. As far as you can, 
know the ground and reasons of all you undertake to 
impart to others; and be prepared to remove difficul- 
ties,.and to answer reasonable questions on the subject. 
It is commonly of little use to answer captious questions. 

2. Take no doubtful position. The limits of human 
thought are very narrow. Believe this yourself, and teach 
your pupils the same. I owe a large indebtedness to sev- 
eral of my instructors; but in no respect more than for 
showing me how idle it is to attempt to solve insolvable 
questions. 

3. On all great and important principles let your own 
views be settled. Be decided, not vacillating. There is 
such a thing as truth, and it can be distinguished from 
error. He that wavereth is like a wave of the sea. Be 
not tossed about with every wind of doctrine. Let your 
pupils see clearly and constantly that you are not a misera- 
ble changeling. 

4. In family and Sabbath school instruction and govern- 
ment there is a constant tendency to make new and false 
rules for determining the limits between piety and sinful 
conformity to the world The young are often asking 
questions, which show their desire to go over into the 
fields of carnal pleasure and sinful mirth. There are sweets 
which surely lead to impiety. Any rule of morals which 
does not seem to the impenitent world severe can hardly 
be safe. 

5. In giving instruction, be patient. If your scholar 
seems dull, try the harder. I once took two whole days to 
teach a dull boy, perhaps twelve years old, the Lord’s 
Prayer. I think I succeeded. ‘‘ Mrs. Wesley, why do you 
teach that child the same thing twenty times?” The fit 
answer which she made was, “ Because nineteen times are 
not enough.” 

6. Hope for the best. Intend and expect to do some 
good, and to make some salutary and lasting impression. 
Say not that your pupil is incurably dull. It is not a waste 
of time to instruct any human being who is willing to 
learn. Be ingenious in finding out methods of interesting 
him, and you will succeed after a while. If you cannot 
arouse and fix his attention in one way, try another. 

7. The great secret of successful instruction is found in 
teaching a little at a time and often repeating it. For this 
we have both divine example and precept. The whole Bible 
is written on that plan. And the very words of the Prophet 
are: “ Precept must be upon precept, precept upon pre- 
cept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and 
there a little” (Isa. 28 : 10). 

8. When I was a child, I read those words of Christ, 
“Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.” I 
thought it was a call on us to be meek and lowly, like 
Christ. That idea may be involved. But it seems to me 
now that the main idea is, Come and be my disciples and let 
me teach you, for I am gentle and quiet and humble. I 
will not upbraid you for your dullness and ignorance. 
I will teAch you the same lesson over and over again. If 
you would teach well, be like Jesus ; follow him. 

9. If you would succeed well as a teacher, be much in 
prayer for yourself and your pupils. Ask God to open 
your mouth to speak, and their ears to hear the truth, to 
give to you and them an ardent love of the truth. The 
greatest influence ever exerted on earth is by means of 
supplication and intercession. 





ILLUMINATIONS FOR OUR BIBLES. 
BY AMELIA EF. BARR. 


Every great book has a private history, a history often 
more wonderful than the book around which it centres. 
What strange, fierce scenes group themselves with the 
Talmud! What grand faces cluster round the “ torso-like 
volumes of Aristotle” and the divine philosophy of Plato! 
Have not “ Thomas 4 Kempis ” and “ Pilgrim’s Progress ” 
their own holy romance? What then shall be said about 
the Book of books? All the life of sacred story, ancient 
and modern, clings to it. There is scarcely a page from 


| 


which the eyes of heroes and saints do not look up into 
ours. From the early records of the church, her martyr- 
doms and tombs—from the pulpits of Jerome, Tertullian, 
Chrysostom, and Augustine—from the labors of Bede, Cuth- 
bert, Kentigern, and Patrick, what wonderful photographs 
could be taken ! 

Let us begin with the Psalms, for they have tender mem- 
ories of Jesus, and the first verse of the twenty-second 1s 
shadowed by his cross. The great Scotch divine Ebenezer 
Erskine is dying; but from his bed he preaches his last ser- 
mon. What is his text? ‘This God is our God tor ever 
and ever ; he will be our guide even unto death.” A rela- 
tive says, “Sir, I hope you get now and then a dlink to 
bear up your spirit ;” and Erskine, with a smile, answers 
promptly, “I know more of words than blinks. Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” Picture the earnest 
Scotch faces in that holy room, and the almost glorified fac 
of the dying preacher, and put this illumination against 
Psalm 48: 14. 

Now turn to Psalm 31, its third verse has some re- 
markable memories. The loving and brave Savonarola, 
the monk of Florence whom Luther followed and honored, 
has been brought out to die. On him the Inquisition has 
exhausted all its tortures ; and popular fury, led by popu 
lar interest, its hatred. Yet calm as a hero going to his 
reward goes the martyr to the stake. On what hidden 
bread has he been feeding? Listen, “Thou art my rock 
and my fortress.” This was in Florence, in the May o1 
1498 ; in London in the month of May, thirty-seven year- 
later, John Haughton, a Carthusian priest, whose severe vir- 
tues and love of the Bible shamed the licentious and un- 
godly church of his day, went to the stake repeating th. 
first five verses of this same Psalm. 

Twenty-five years later, on a dull cold morning in Feb- 
ruary, a pitiful procession left Newgate’s sullen prison 
The first martyr of English Protestantism, Juhn Roger-, 
is going to his fiery trial. Amid the crowd of halberdiers, 
priests, apprentices, and citizens, is a woman with a babe a 
her breast, and ten young children going weeping at he) 
side. It is Rogers’s wife. He is not allowed to speak u 
her, and he has nothing to leave her but this touchin, 
prayer: ‘“O God, be good to this poor wife, and all my 
little souls, hers and my children ; whom with all the faith- 


| ful and true Catholic congregation of Christ the Lord o: 





life and death, save, keep, and defend in all troubles an 
assaults of this vain world, and bring at last to everlasting 
salvation, the true and sure inheritance of all crosse« 
Christians. Amen! Amen!” But as the dark procession 
proceeds, above the sobbing and above the jibing rises 
suddenly the triumphant voice of John Rogers chanting 
the fifty-first Psalm. Surely the heart must be taken out 
of the Anglo-Saxon people before anything can take fron. 
them a Bible consecrated by such memories. 

Seventeen years later Bishop Jewel, another champior 
of the Protestant faith, lay dying. “Sing me the seventy 
first Psalm,” he said ; and at the words “ Thou art my hope 
O Lord God: thou art my trust from my youth,” he addew 
emphatically ‘“‘My only hope!” “ Lord, now let thy ser- 
vant depart in peace—this is my to-day!” 

Tn 1630, Dr. John Donne, “ the first preacher in England,” 
had to preach before Charles the First and his court in th: 
Chapel Royal. The pangs of death were on him when hy 
opened his Bible and read from Psalm 68 his text, 
“Unto God the Lord belong the issues from death.” Neve: 
did such an audience listen to such a sermon ; the king’s 
sad face grew sadder still, the gayest were profoundly 
touched. The streaming eyes, the hollow voice, the dying 
face of the preacher, made his message as one from the 
grave ; and the message delivered, he went straight from 
the pulpit to his house to die. 

Among Old Testament memories none are more beautiful! 
than one which associates the Song of Solomon with Ber 
nard, of Clairvan. His sermons on it, though preache 
nearly seven hundred years ago, read like pages of Baxter 
It comforts me to think that those earnest monks in thei 
poverty and hard labors heard, after their day’s toil, fuch 
words as these from their Christ-loving abbot: “I as- 
sert that all who are unwilling to come to God are ignorant 
of him. They refuse because they think him austere, wh: 
is gentle-terrible, who is altogether lovely. What fea 
ye? That he will not forgive your sins? But he hat! 
nailed them to the cross with his own hands. That ye ar 
bound with the chain of evil habits? But he looseth then, 
that are bound. What hinders ye then trom salvation? 
Ths, that ye are ignorant of God.” When he did, he 
had got as far as chapter six and verse eight of the inspired 
canticle, thus preaching in all eighty-six sermons from it 
His prayer before preaching is almost perfect, and might 
certainly for brevity and humility be studied as a model: 
“ Break thy bread to these hungry souls, by my hand if 
thou deignest, but by thine own strength,” 

I dare not linger over Isaiah ; chapter thirty-five alone 





would consecrate the book. Bengel says that the number 
of Jews and atheists converted by it is known only to 
God. The first year after Pentecost, the memorable record 
begins for us near the grand old historic city of Gaza 
where the proselyte from Meror’s ancient city met the 
apostle Philip. But who save Infinite Knowledge can fol- 
low it? 

The New Testament, like the Psalms, is particularly rich 
in historical associations. A very beautiful one is asso- 
ciated with its earliest appearance in the English language. 
Che venerable Fisher at eighty years of age totters forth to 
is execution upon Tower Hill. Men in those days prized 
a copy of the gospels in their own tongue beyond life, and 
Fisher lovingly clasps his to his heart. As he goes, he 
prays that, ‘As it has been his best comfort in life, so 
now he might open it upon some passage suitable to his 
sore strait;” and God gave him the blessed assurance of 
Jesus in John 17: 3,—* This is life eternal.” 


or 


One chapter of Matthew, the 
tinct memories, 


th, has three very dis- 
John Huss was strengthened for his mar- 
tyrdom by it; and Bishop Juxon read it to King Charles 
just before he laid his discrowned head upon the scaffold. 
Che third memory is a fairer one: Henry Martyn, sitting 
n the Khan’s garden in Shiraz, listens to Aga Baba read- 
ing it aloud tosome of his Persian companions, and the 
‘hristian missionary accepts with unspeakable Joy this 
‘arnest of a glad harvest of souls. 

That dear verse which Luther affectionately calls “ Bibel 
n kleinen,” “God so loved the world,” ete., became sud- 
-nly precious to Bishop Butler in his last moments; and 
Luther, dying, kept repeating it until life was nearly extinct, 
when he quoted three times in Latin the memorable resig- 
iation, “ Father, into thy hands | commend my spirit,” 
This last text has been the parting 
itterance of innumerable saints. Roger Holland and his 
ix companions burned by Bonner at Smithfield, died with it 
n their lips; and over two hundred years later, amid the 
«plendors and cruelties of Mohammedan rule in India, the 
reat and good Swartz died at Tanjore with the same ex- 
lamation, after joining his native attendants in singing the 
hymn, 


nd so passed away. 


“O head so full of bruises.” 


The thirteenth chapter of Romans we cannot separate 
rom the city of Tagasta and the memorable conversion of 
st. Augustine; and verse 17 of Romans 14 is just as inti- 
vately associated with that wonderful sermon preached in 
he churchyard of the High Church of Glasgow, by White- 
ield. Those who know the locality, the time, and the men 
ind women he preached to, can easily imagine the weird 
ind solemn scene. 

With verse 4 of Hebrews 15 there is a memory greatly 
o the credit of Latimer, Bishop of Lincoln. On one New 
Year's Day when nobles and churchmen brought Henry 
VIIL. rich gifts, the bishop brought him a New Testament 
uperbly bound, and on the napkin which wrapped it was 
his verse. One has only to read it, and remember Henry’s 
ife and temper, to estimate the courage necessary for so 
laring a reproof. 

There is also in connection with verse 21 of 2 Corinthians 
5, a wonderful reproof to all puffed up with their earthly 
cnowledge; for it was on this text that Joseph Justus 
ealiger, the greatest scholar of any age, rested at last ; 
‘My hope,” he said, ‘“‘reposes upon Him who knew no 
-in that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him.” 

I scarcely dare begin with the last chapters of Revelation, 
for their wealth of association is beyond expression. How 
have human hearts in all ages glowed to the description of 
the New Jerusalem. Savonarola with streaming eyes, un- 
ler the shrubbery of Damascus roses—near which he was 
ifterwards burned—read it to the multitude long fed with 
scraps of Aristotle, and it was as if they had drunk of the 
river of Paradise. McCheyne, preaching by moonlight, near 
an old church, took for his text the “great white throne,” 
ind none that heard ever forgot that sermon. Bishop 
Mant, weak and dying, became so excited by the longing 
if his heart that he cried out, “ Bring me my hat and staff— 


[ want to go—I must go to that country!” And Robert 
Hall, smiling away his noble life, whispered with failing 
breath, “ Even so, come Lord Jesus.” 

Who has a B ble and fails to interline it with such gene- 


Has 
not the story of “Blind Bartimeus” and the “lost sheep” 
received in many thousands of hearts wonderful illumina- 
tions during the spiritual campaigns of Moody and Sankey ? 
‘Jesus of Nazareth passeth by” and the “Ninety and 
Nine” have new meanings manifold. 

But no human pen can write the history of the Bible. 
[n every Christian home there are passages peculiarly dear 
to that home; and in every Christian’s heart there are 
texts which have some purely personal glory, which beam 


ral and with still more precious personal memories ? 
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for it with tenderer light and diviner meaning, which are ard, or the shaking hand of the debauchee ; not theirs the | fatal to all noble life,—I do say to every one of you, and I 


its own by special promise and private interpretation. 


THE VOW OF THE NAZARITE.* 


BY CANON FREDERIC W. FARRAR, D.D., F.R.S. 


* And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of your young men 
for Nazarites, Is it not even thus, O hy children of Israel? saith the 
Lord. But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and commanded 
the prophets, saying, Prophesy not.”—Amos 2: 11, 12, 

Amos was called from very lowly toils to preach God's 
word to the kingdom of Israel, at a time when, in spite of 
one last gleam of delusive splendor under Jeroboam IL., it 
was fast sinking into that condition of degradation and 
decrepitude which ended—as end the crimes of all impeni- 
tent nations—in its total and irremediable extinction. Poor 
he was, and ignorant, agrammatos kai idiotes, as were the 
Apostles after him ; and as a cure for false scorn and fas- 
tidious intellectualism, it is well for us to remember that 
such have many of God's grandest champions been. But 
though Amos was neither a a nor a prophet’s son, 
but a rough herdsman and unlettered gatherer of sycamore 
leaves, he was one of those masculine, indignant natures, 
which burst, like imprisoned flame, through the white 
ashes of social hypocrisy, Prepared, like the Maccabees of 
old, to die in his simplicity, he was not afraid to roll God’s 
message of thunder over apostate nations, and hurl the 
flash of his threatenings against guilty kings. Like Samuel 
before Saul, like Elijah before Ahab, like John the Baptist 
before Herod, like Paul before Felix, like John Huss 
before Sigismund, like Luther before Charles V., like John 
Knox before Mary Stuart, like the saints of God in all 
ages, whose characteristic has ever been the battle-brunt, 
which— 

Though a cloud, 

Not of war only, but detractions rude, 

Guided by faith and matchless fortitude 

To peace and truth, its glorious way hath flowed ; 

And. on the neck of crowned fortune proud, 

Hath reared God's trophies, and his work pursued— 
so Amos testified undaunted before the idolatry of courts 
and priests. Now, one crime of that bad period—the crime 
of all bad periods, and the type of a hundred other crimes 
to which, alike in its origin and its developments, it is 
allied—was luxury and intemperance. And in this verse 
the prophet confronts Israel with the high appeal of God, 
whether he had not put the fire of his Spirit into the hearts 
of some of their sons, and they had quenched that fire by 
their blandishments and conventionalities ; and whether 
he had not inspired some of their youths to take the vow 
of abstinence, and they, with the deliberate cynicism of 
worldlings, had tempted them to scorn and break that vow ? 
Translated into strictly modern language, the verse would 
run, “To protest against the effeminacies of self-indulgence 
I gave you preachers; to rouse you from the surfeit of 
intemperance, I enrolled your sons as abstainers. My 
preachers you silenced by your godless sophisms, my young 
abstainers you seduced by your ensnaring wiles.” 

That this is a strict paraphrase you may judge for your- 
selves by reading in the sixth chapter of Numbers the vow 
of the Nazarite. You will see there that the very essence of it 
was self-dedication. The young Nazarite consecrated him- 
self to God; he offered himself—his soul and body—a rea- 
sonable, holy, and living sacrifice, His long hair, on which 
razor never pased, was a symbol of his royal service. In 
sign of spotless purity he was never to touch a dead body, 
were it even his father’s corpse. As a mark of the tranquil 
sovereignty of his will over the lower appetites and pas- 
sions of his nature, he was to separate himself so absolutely 
from all wine or strong drink, nay, from all semblance of 
fermented liquor (which, though men are specially fond of 
calling it a good creature of God, is a product not of life 
but of death, not of nature but of corruption, not of compo- 
sition but of decomposition), that he was to taste nothing 
made from the vine tree, from the kernels even to the 
husks, And from this passage of Amos, as well as from 
the taunt of the Pharisees against John the Baptist that 
“he had a devil,” we see that the Nazarite was a marked 
man ; and that, because his vow was regarded as a tacit 
condemnation of the popular self-indulgenee, he was ex- 
posed to the sneers of the worldly and the temptations of 
the base. Nevertheless, Wisdom was justified of her children, 


Let him who will, spread and shift the silken sail of 
cowardice to woo every veering breeze of applause and 
popularity; but may every young man among you who 
ten me—every youth who wishes to be worth his salt— 
make up his mind that insolent detraction is very often in 
this world the noblest testimonial of worth, and the coarse 
dispraise of corrupted worldlings and professional slander- 
ers is the very Voftiest of eulogies. The best men, the 
bravest men, and the least conventional men in the world 
have been ever the most loudly and the most scornfully 
abused; and while the world gives to its pestilent and 
trailing brambles the sovereignty over its forest trees, 
gladly and proudly may the braver souls leave the bespat- 
terment of profuse approval to the shrinking caution that 
loves to trudge on the sunny side, along the beaten track 
of selfishness, over the dull, dead levels of conventionality 
and comfort. Little recked the true Nazarite of muttered 
sarcasm, of bitter hate—little as recks the sea of the 
foolish wild birds that scream above it. Health, strength, 
physical beauty, wholesomeness of life, tranquillity of soul, 
serene dominion over evil passions, followed in the path of 
early and life-long abstinence, Not theirs to wail, Vino 
Jorma perit, vino consumitur aetas, as wailed the youn 
Roman poet, who, like better men than he, have degrade 
themselves into premature decrepitude; but, as Jeremiah 
sang about the days of Zion in her glory, “ Her Nazarites 
were purer than snow, they were whiter than milk, they 
were more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing was 
of sapphires.” Not theirs the tottering gait of the drunk- 





*A sermon preached before the University of Cambridge, Eng, Re- 
erted in The London Witness, 


| brazen impudence of the shameless, or the hangdog misery 
| of the remorseful ; but theirs the strength which is the child 
of temperance, and the beauty which is the sacrament of 
goodness. Such was Joseph, twice in the Hebrew called a Naz- 
arite, who tostrengthen forever the high purpose of the young 
and tempted, uttered the glowing protest of youthful inno- 
cence, ‘ eo can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?” Such was Samuel, for a nation’s deliverance con- 
|secrated from childhood to hallowed service. Such was 
Elijah, the “lord of hair,” the wild Bedawy prophet, who 
| made Jezebel quail before him, for all her painted face and 
bloody hands. Such was John the Baptist, emerging from 
the wilderness, where his soul had caught a touch of flame, 
to make the Pharisee blush under his broad phylactery, 
and shake the pulses of the tyrant on his throne. Such 
was James, the first bishop of Jerusalem, with his robe of 
fine white linen, and knees hard with kneeling, and prayers 
which seemed to the people to open and shut the doors of 
heaven. Such, in varying degrees, was Antony, Boniface, 
Bernard, Francis of Assisi, Milton, Wesley, Lacordaire, 
There seems to be a special strength, a special blessing, 
above all a special power of swaying the souls of others for 
their good, which is imparted to wise and voluntary absti- 
nence. The hands of invisible consecration overshadow, 
| the fire of a spiritual unction crowns the head of him—and 
above all the head of him who in early youth has learned to 
say with his whole heart, “ In strong warfare, in holy self- 
denial, I dedicate my youth to God.” And such we want; 
we want them amongst the youth of England ; and in pro- 
portion as we get them will England sink or rise. We 
want, very specially just now, this almost scornful rejec- 
tion of self-indulgence; this deliberate determination to 
plain living and ~ thinking in the young. We do not 
want those whom they call the “ gilded youth ’—the flutter- 
ing butterflies of the season—the dandies, and the gossipers, 
and the pleasure-seekers, who make their lives deservedly 
wretched because they make them deliberately base, and to 
whom we might say, in the words of the poet, 


“ Ah, what avails to understand 
The merits of a spotless shirt, 
A dapper boot, a little hand, 
If an the little soul be dirt?” 


Nor do we want those beardless atheists who, with the 
crude smattering of a second-hand skepticism, can not only 
demolish with one flash of their splendid intellect, and set 
aside with one wave of their contemptuous hands the 
truths which, till yesterday, a Faraday and a Whewell 
preached, but who, wiser than the aged in their own con- 
ceit, even revel in the airs of disdain with which they can 
insult as dupes or hypocrites the saints of God, the very 
latchet of whose shoes they are not worthy to stoop down 
and unloose. Nor again do we want the youths ot coarse 
fibre and vacant heart who, in the first treasons of a spuri- 
ous liberty, court the temptations, which they should shun 
like the pestilence, and, knowing well God’s doom on 
drunkenness and lust, yet go as an ox to the slaughter, and 
as a fool to the correction of the stocks. Nor do we want 
any, be they men or be they women, who do but take their 
license to the fields of time, heedless of the degradation 
that follows them, heedless that they are but adding black- 
ness to earth’s darkness by their wasted lives. But we do 
want—the world wants, this age wants, England wants, 
the Church of Christ wants, God wants—those, who, self- 
dedicated like the ideal Nazarite to noble ends, have not 
lost the natural grace and bloom of youthful modesty. We 
do want natures strong, and sweet, and simple, to whom 
life is no poor collection of fragments, its first volume an 
obscene and noisy jestbook, its last a grim tragedy or a 
despicable farce, buy those to whom, | ele small the 
stage, life is a regal drama, played out before the eyes of 
God and men. We do want souls, fresh and virginal, 
dowered with the hate of hate and scorn of scorn against 
oppression and selfishness, and the love ot love for all that 
is pure, and generous, and true ; souls that shall say,—see- 
ing that life is short, and the fame of virtue immortal, | 
choose, God helping me, the narrow, the uphiliward path, 
up which before me my Saviour bore the cross; and not 
wishing to exchange for one of earth’s cankered roses its 
hallowed thorns, let false friends discountenance, let the 
worldly persecute, let fools deride, but mulare aut timere 
sperno,—I scorn either to change or fear. 


2. Well, then, in one word, we want the spirit of willing 
Nazarites ; and since total abstinence was the central con- 
ception of the vow of the Nazarite—while I am not at all 
astonished that selfish Sadducees or corrupted Hellenists 
should hate and scoff at it—it is to me amazing and por- 
tentous that even some good and true men should repre- 
sent such self-denial (if 1t can be called a self-denial), as 
Manichzan, as unscriptural, as a mark of inferiority, as | 
know not what. I have no time, and in this pulpit it 
should besurely needless to shattereach of these sophisms to 
atoms, and dash it indignantly aside as one more instance 
in which—as in order to defend polygamy, and the Inquisi- 
tion, and pauperism, and the slave-trade, and the suppres- 
sion of science, and the obstacles to discovery, and the dei- 
fication of ignorance and “the right divine of kings to 
govern wrong ”—the devil, substituting the fetish worship 
of the dead letter for the fire of the living spirit—has, as 
though a man should use a medicine as a poison, and the 
light of the Pharos for a wrecker’s reef, quoted Scripture 
for his purpose, and made it the cloak of superstition and 
the shield of wrong. Yet, let me say at once, that I am 
not going to be guilty of the dictatorial Pharisaism which 
ro to any man, You are committing a sin if you do not 
take to total abstinence. That I do not say; even in this 
age of bronze lacquer and impudent personalities in which 
nothing is more common than wilful calumny, let no one 
attribute to me that language ; but what I do say to every 
one of you,—and if the subject be entirely new to this pul- 
pit I say it all the more, and most of all | say it if it shall 
shock in any that Epicurean self-satisfaction which is utterly 





say it fearlessly and downrightly in God’s name, that you 
are bound in the best way you can—bound in the sight of 
, God—bound as a Christian—bound as a patriot—bound as 
/an ordinarily good man—to go up, every one of you, 
_ before the tribunal of your own consciences, and, whether 
| you be familiar with them or unfamiliar, to lay very sol- 
_emnly to heart the stern facts, which I shall try to brand 
| upon your memories to-day. The Universities, thank God, 
| have awaked from the dead sensual sleep of the eigh- 
| teenth century ; the old type of College Fellows, vegetating 
| for life in vapid and useless luxury, is utterly extinct ; even 
from among Undergraduates, though there be perhaps 
among them less of the modesty, and respect for the elders, 
and gratitude for kindness, which were virtues which still 
existed in the days of their fathers, there has yet, I hope, 
utterly vanished, the old coarse type of ignorant and dis- 
solute idlers. It was but the other day (a thing which 
even ten years ago would have been utterly impossible), 
that, at Oxford, the Sheldonian Theatre was used, and the 
Vice-Chancellor presided at a thing once deemed so vulgar 
and plebeian as a temperance meeting, at which some of 
the leading protenes spoke ; and Cambridge is taking her 
vart, and taking it right nobly, in the great battle between 
hal and Gerizim, light and darkness, heaven and hell ; and 
hundreds I hope and I believe of her manly youths, are 
daily learning more and more, in the light of shining ex- 
amples, to scorn a and love labors, in the high endeavor 
“ tomake earth like heaven and every man likeGod.” And if 
there be but one here who cares only to sleep and feed, and 
steep himself in the gross mud-honey of a sensual life; if 
there be but one who does not care to do God’s work, or to 
help bis children, or to make better his sin-devastated world 
—to him I speak not; but toall you the rest, I say that, 
acknowledging as you do the law of charity, it is not char- 
ity merely to toss to human suffering the crumbs of your 
mpgs but to probe its causes, to anticipate, to avert 
them. 


It is a characteristic—a very fine and redeeming” char- 
acteristic—of thisage, that all who dare to call themselves 
Christians are thoroughly in earnest ; thoroughly, and more 
wisely, and more systematically, and less despairingly in 
earnest than of old, in the work of social amelioration ; but 
yet, mainly because there is here, there is at our doors, 
there is in the very midst of us, an evil colossal and horri- 
ble—an evil with which, to its utter shame, the state has 
not yet dared to grapple—the evil, I mean, of universal 
drinking and universal drunkenness—not only has much of 
all this vast charitable effort been wholly insignificant for 
good, but some of it has been absolutely powerful for 
harm, increasing the evils which it wished to alleviate, and 
perpetuating the miseries which it desired to relieve. And 
in the hearing of some of you in whose hands shall be the 
future of England, who will live to fill her pulpits, to write 
her literature, to make her laws, and who will, I hope, be 
eager in helping to tear away this poisoned robe which has 
been maddening the blood of her country—I say, with all 
the emphasis of a conviction not hastily or rashly formed, 
that not only are our best agencies of mercy neutralized by 
this one vice of intemperance, but that all these agencies, 
concentrated into their most effective vigor, would do less 
—infinitely less—good than could be done by the expul- 
sion of this one preventable cause of vice and misery. 
Called by the providence of God from the brightness of a 
life spent at one of our great public schools, to face the re- 
eng squalor of London pauperism, that has been brought 

ome to me by vivid personal experience. But I do not 
ask you—you, in your learned culture and cloistered 
calm—I, who am but a London clergyman, with no 
leisure whatever to be a student—do not ask you for 
one moment to accept on my poor authority a dictwm, for 
which, if time permitted, I could simply overwhelm you 
with irresistible evidence—evidence which, in spite of 
disdain, and in spite of struggle, should arrest your atten- 
tion, and fetter and rivet to the rock of conviction even 
him among you to whom this topic is most distasteful. 
“ Every day’s experience tends more and more to confirm 
mein the opinion that the temperance cause lies at the 
foundation of all social and political reform.” Those are 
not mine, but the weighty words of the calm, wise states- 
man, Richard Cobden. “Every benevolent institution 
utters the same complaint. A monster obstacle is in our 
way. Strong drink—by whatever name the demon is 
styled, in whatsoever way it presents itself—this, this 
prevents our success. Remove this one obstacle, and our 
cause will be onwards, and our labors will be blessed.” 
Those words are not mine; they are the massive elo- 
quence of Mr. John Bright. ‘“ We are convinced that, if a 
statesman who desired to do the utmost for his country 
were thoughtfully to inquire which of the topics of the 
day deserves the most intense force of his attention, the 
true reply—the reply which would be exacted by due 
deliberation—would be that he should study the means by 
which this worst of plagues should be stayed.” Those are 
the words of the late thoughtful and lamented Charles Bux- 
ton, “Profligacy, vice, and immorality are not thundering 
at our gates like a besieging army, but they are undermining 
the very ground on which we stand.” Those words, so deep 
in their pathos, are yet the utterance of the genial and be- 
loved Lord Palmerston. “Let us crush these artists in 
human slaughter, who have reconciled their country to sick- 
ness and ruin, and spread over the pitfalls of debauchery 
such a bait as cannot be resisted.” In such stern words 
spoke, more than one hundred years ago, the worldly and 
polished Chesterfield. Are not such statements from such 
men—undeniable, uncontradicted, nay, even unchallenged 
as they are—as least enough to waken the deep slumber of 
a decided opinion, even if they be not enough to break down 
the clenched antagonism of an invincible prejudice, or to 
dispel the stupid selfishness of an incurable frivolity? 
They are not the words of men at whom you can sneer as 
crochety politicians or temperance fanatics, or whom the 
very best of you all in his own estimation can set aside 
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with a disparagement or demolish with a jibe. The very 
cleverest of youthful graduates or even of undergraduates 
cannot quite stab these men with an epigram, or refute 
them—as fops refuted Berkeley—with agrin. To sneer at 
these would be to condemn yourselves as incapable; 
these not to know would argue yourselves unknown. And 
yet these are but a few of many such warnings uttered by 
some of the best, greatest, wisest in the land; and you 
ought not, you must not, you surely dare not, to ignore 
them. 


3. But, if these be not enough, I will add something 
more. Taking alcohol as a convenient generic name for the 
specific element in all kinds of intoxicating drink, 'I will ask 
you to look with me, for a moment, at what it is not, and 
at what it is, and at what it costs. It used to be believed 
that alcohol was a food. It is now conclusively demon- 
strated (and when I say “conclusively demonstrated,” I 
ask you to believe that [ mean, in the most literal sense, 
conclusively demonstrated) that it is not food; that it con- 
tains not one single element—whether nitrogenous or 
hydrocarbonic—of food; and that, as one of the first of 
modern chemists has said, there is, in nine quarts of alcohol, 
less food than can be spread on the end of a table knife. 
Nor is it a source of strength. For, alike in Africa and 
India, in the Arctic and Antartic,and by great labor em- 
ployers in the temperate zones, and by distinct experiments 
with navvies in gangs and soldiers on the march, it is 
matter of proof that those can labor best, both physically 
and mentally, in whom the cold is not intensified by the 
weakening reaction from artificial stimulant, and in whom 
the sun’s fierceness has “no alcoholic ally within the brain.” 
Nor is it a source of health ; for the lives of total abstainers 
are now known to be more valuable in an insurance 
than other lives, and not a few very eminent living physi- 
cians have testified that the daily use of it, even in quanti- 
ties conventionally deemed moderate, not only “causessome 
of the most fearful and dangerous maladies,” but even 
“injures the body and diminishes the mental powers, to an 
extent of which few people are aware.” Leastof all, then, is 
it a necessity, seeing that it has been happily unknown to 
whole races, and prohibited by immense religions, and, in 
England alone, 3,000,000 of total abstainers, of whom not 
one has ever repented, can testify that since they abandoned 
it they, like the Nazarites of old, have been clearer of brain, 
and more strong of limb, more vigorous in health, and more 
calm in happiness. I might go on to any extent with such 
evidence; and on the faith of it, and on the yet stronger 
faith of daily experience, I again assert, not as a dubious 
theory but as an established fact, that to men in ordinary 
health alcohol is not a food, nor a necessity, nor a source of 
health, nor of warmth, nor of physical strength, least of all 
of mental power, but that, when it is not a potent medicine, 
it is a mere luxury—a luxury which is at the best harm- 
less, but which is frequently dangerous; sometimes fatal; 
always quite superfluous; never particularly noble. 


4, Let us understand then well, my brethren, alcohol is a 
luxury, and nothing but a luxury; and if, being healthy, 
we indulge in it at all, it is not because we need it, but be- 
cause we like it. Well, and this being so, what does this 
luxury cost? At what expense does the nation, as a nation, 
gratify its liking? I will tell you. It costs us in tillage 
the waste of millions of acres of soil; in food, the destruc- 
tion of millions of tons of grain; in hard cash, the delete- 
rious absorption of millions of pounds of money. It is 
beyond all question the one main, if not the sele cause of 
the squalid, degrading, and dangerous pauperism against 
which some of you will have to struggle hereafter in the 
streets of London and other great cities; and in the middle 
classes, who have often to strive so hard, you would be 
surprised if I could show you how much they might yearly 
save by this abstinence alone. And though that is some- 
thing—though it is a consideration not to be despised by 
youths who will soon have to make their way, with daily 
increasing difficulty, amid the hard competitions of an over- 
crowded population—and though it will help them very 
materially in the stern battle of ‘ife to have acquired simple 
and self-denying habits, yet all this saving to individuals, 
all this saving to the nation of yearly increasing millions of 
pounds, which would make it not only more wealthy, but 
also more prosperous by incalculable advantages, is the least 
important point. “Zanto opere, tanto labore et impendio 
constat quod hommmis mentem mutet ac — gignat, 
millibus huie scelert deditis,” said the elder Pliny nearly two 
thousand years ago; and it is now more true @ thousand 
times. In any other connection you would think this vast 
expenditure, this colossal waste, a consideration of over- 
whelming importance, yet in this it is the very smallest 
element in the question. Of far deeper, of far more awful 
significance, is what it costs in disease, what it costs in 
crime, what it costs in misery, what it costs to the glory of 
England now, and the hopes of England’s generations for 
years to come. I have no time, I have no heart, to tell you 
all that could be told under this head. I entreat you not 
to turn impatiently from it; nay, I tell you plainly you 
have no right to turn impatiently from it. For the drink- 
ing of some means inaviiahiy. as things are, the drunkenness 
of many; and tliese who sin, these who suffer, these who 
die, are our own flesh and blood. I believe that there is 
scarcely one family in England which has not suffered from 
this hideous plague; scarce a house in England where there 
is not one dead. And, oh! “ isit nothing to you, all ye that 
pass by?” You have heard what drink costs to this nation 
in money, What does it cost in disease and accident? Ask 
the dreary pages of statistics, and you will read that in so- 
called accident, but accident perfectly preventable, it cost us 
broken limbs and shipwrecked vessels, and burned houses, 
and shattered railway trains, and the deaths of children 
overlaid by drunken mothers or beaten savagely b 
drunken fathers; and to tell you what it costs in yy 
should have to take you, not in fancy, but in hard fact, to 
what the poet saw as the result of intemperance in meats 
and drinks: 





“ A lazarhouse it seemed, wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diseases—all maladies, 
Of ghastly spasm and racking torture; qualms 
Of heartsick agony; all feverous kinds,— 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and heart-racking rheum. 
Dire was the tossing, deep the groans; despair 
Tended the sick busiest from couch to deuth, 
And over them, triumphant, Death his dart 
Shook—but delayed to strike. 


This is what those who claim to speak with authority 
tell us it costs in sheer disease; and which of you is 
so ignorant of English history, of English literature, of 
English life, as not to know further of noblest reputations 
stained, of glorious intellects ruined, of great souls em- 
bittered, of invaluable lives cut short? And what does it 
cost in crime? I will tell you, not as a surmise of my own, 
but on the recorded testimony, on the emphatic evidence 
of almost every judge and magistrate and recorder on the 
English bench. Remember that those arrested for drunk- 
enness do not furnish one tithe of the drunkards, and then 
shudder to hear that, in a single year, 203,989 were ar- 
rested for crimes in which drunkenness was entered as a 
part of the charge; and that last year 5,131 women— 
only think of that, and of all the hideous degradation, all 
the unspeakable horror which it implies!—were arrested 
for drunkenness in Middlesex alone. In every province, 
in every county, in every great city of the United King- 
dom, it has been stated from the seat of justice again 
and again that, but for drunkenness, there would not be in 
England one tenth of the existing crime. It is getting a 
hideous commonplace of judges. Only ten days ago Lord 
Coleridge said at Durham, that, but for drink, we might 
shut up nine tenths of our gaols. Last week was brought 
up before Mr. Justice Manisty at Manchester, a wretched 
creature in man’s semblance, who, as though he were worse 
than a natural brute beast made to be taken and destroyed 
had brutally kicked to death a wife far advanced in preg- 
nancy ; and the Judge in sentencing him to the gallows, 
said, ‘“ Youhave been found guilty of the crime of wilful mur- 
der, your victim being your own wife. You are a sad, sad 
instance of the consequences of indulging in drink, which 
has brought you to this fearful condition. fe is only owing to 
God’s mercy that this has not brought many, many more 
into a similar case. I am afraid that if this vice continues 
to be indulged in as it now is, many more will stand in a 
like position to you. Oh that we could, by administering 
the law, put an end to it!” Ah, he might well say that! 
but dare you blink at such testimony? Do you think that 
they say such things rashly? And if you will not listen to 
the reiterated warnings of the judges in their ermine, will 
you listen to the noble-hearted missionaries, who tell us 
what drink costs to the glory of England, in the execration 
of her name over whole continents, and the ruin of her 
efforts among whole populations? Could I summon the 
Maories of New Zealand, once so healthy that you might 
smite a man with a broad-axe and in a few days he would 
be well, now, in the language of a high government official, 
“almost as bad as the English, olluted and contaminated 
by their drink,’—what would they say? If I could sum- 
mon the Indians of North America, once not unhappy, now 
degraded, maddened, exterminated by our accursed fire- 
water, what would they say? They have said that because 
of it they spit at the name of Christian. If we ask the 
Mahometans, what do they say? Is there a Christian in 
England with conscience so dead, with heart so rough, with 
cheek so brazen, as not to blush when he hears that, if they 
see one of their number drunk, they have been heard to say, 
“He has left Mahomet and gone to Jesus.” If we ask the 
Hindoos, what do they say? They have said by the lips of 
their eloquent representative, Keshub Chunder Sen, that all 
the splendid benefits of our English rule in India have been 
nullified and counterbalanced by our teaching them the use 
of beer and brandy; that the wailing of widows rends the 
air of India with curses against the British Government for 
having introduced thisthing. And again, from the South- 
ern Sea, the voice of yet another missionary says to us, “If 
you love missions, work, help—help to dethrone this 
demon of intemperance, our reproof before the heathen, the 
blight of our infant churches.” And oh, sirs, when you 
hear such things, are we not,—we, the sons of free, 
pene, glorious England—are we not, to our burning in- 
amy, what one has called us, the drunken Helots of the 
world? 

So much then for money and disease and crime and 
colonization; and what does drink cost in human misery? 
Have you hearts? if you have, I might say— 

“Sit you down, 
And I will wring your heart, for so I shall 
If it be made of penetrable stuff: 
If damned custom hath not brazed it so, 
That it is proof and bulwark against sense,”’ 


But, ah! I have no tongue to utter, no imagination to con- 
ceive, no calculus to measure the immensity of this national 
curse, this national calamity. It would require the vidion 
of the Angels of Record, if they can gaze on it with eyes 
unblinded by such tears as angels weep, to tell of those 
miseries of millions for centuries; “to pass as it were from 
chamber to chamber of the prophet’s vision of abomination, 
and to mark the crime in every form, the vice in every 
shape, the disease in every aspect that can make disease 
horrible,” that has been caused by the corrupted fruit of 
this Tree of the Knowledge of Evil He alone, whose ears 
are open to the lion’s roar and the raven’s cry, can catch the 
numberless accents of that wail of incurable anguish and 
uncontrollable despair, which has streamed upwards for 
generations, till the vault of heaven has become “ one vast 
whispering gallery, to prolong and reverberate the groans 
of those who have slain their own peace by this voluntary 
empoisonment.” He alone, by whom the hairs of our head 
are all numbered, can count the widows who are widows 
because of drink ; the madmen who are mad because of it ; 
the gray heads that it has made gray; the sad hearts that 
it has crushed with sadness; the ruined families that it has 





ruined; the brilliant minds which it has quenched; the 
unfolding promise which it has cankered; the bright and 
happy ob and girls whom it has blasted into shame and 
misery; the young and the gifted which it has hurried along 
into dishonored and nameless graves. Is it not Shakespeare 
himself who says, by the mouth of his disgraced and ruined 
Cassio, “O thou invisible spirit of wine, if thou hast no 
name to be known by, let us call thee Devil!” What does 
drink cost in human misery? Ah! how can I telf you? 
Can I count the leaves of the forest or the sands upon the 
shore? And the sounds of this misery are like the sighing 
of the leaves of illimitable forests, and the plashing on the 
shores of unfathomable seas. He alone, whan ear is ever 
open to the ery of the nied and destitute, can hear the 
wailing of that multitude of miserable, miserable women 
who, taking in despair to the drink which their husbands 
have taught them, get degradingly content with the starv- 
ing squalor which they call their homes;—can hear the 
poor wretch who has vainly followed her drunken tyrant to 
the public-house, moan in agonies of entreaty, “Come 
home! come home!” or see her watching and waiting in 
that foul mockery of a home, till the sot rolls back at mid- 
night, and with his brains all on fire with that vitriol mad- 
ness, lifts against her unprotected womanhood his — 
and heute! bend, “till the filthy bye-lane rings to the yell 
of the trampled wife”—ah! I cannot go on, and ig 
cannot bear to hear of these things; yet these things are, 
and worse—if there be worse—than these; and though you 
may, if you please, lay a flattering unction to your conscien- 
ces, and call this rhetoric or call it exaggeration, it is just 
the plain, bare, hideous truth; and while you shrink from 
these things in words, are your sympathies so slothful that 

ou do not shrink from them in reality? Oh that I could 

arrow up into a little manliness those delicate sensibilities ! 
Oh that I could thrill that horror into action, those tastes 
which, like those of an insect, “feel the shaking of the table 
and do not feel the thunder!” For it is the horrible fact 
that the drink, which we, as a nation, are drinking, not from 
the necessities of thirst, but from the mere luxuries of appe- 
tite, drink often adulterated with the vilest and most mad- 
dening ingredients,—yes, this rubied and Circean cup which 
we sip and smile while it is converting thousands of our 
brethren into swine—this subtle, serpentine, insidious nes 
which we cherish in our bosoms, and laugh and play wit 
its brightness while it is stinging thousands of our brothers 
into raging madness—costs us, as I have shown, millions of 
money, myriads of criminals, thousands of paupers, thou- 
sands of ruined women, hundreds of thousands of men and 
women, goaded by misery into suicide or madness, with 
every blossom in what might have been the garland of their 
lives, blighted as by a Fury’s breath. And again I say: 
“Ts it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?” Is it nothing 
to you, young men, who, if you be worth anything at all, 
better than to cumber the et ground of wasted and 
useless lives, will be called upon, a year or two hence, to 
take up your cross, and the mirth and brightness of youth 
being ended to take your happy and holy part when God 
shall place you in the ranks of the great battle against sin 
and death; shall it be nothing to you that the blood of 
your brothers and sisters in this great family of God is 
being daily poured upon the altars of this ce Moloch 
of a Tophet more awful than that of Hinnom’s Vale; while 
in disavowing that you are your brother’s keeper, you be- 
come his Cain? 


Aye, and are we to go on for another generation with 
our 8,500 public-houses in London only, and see another 
generation of our country’s children grow up amid the 
same dangers and the same temptations, exposed like 
a defenceless prey to these evil spirits, nay, even trans- 
mitting that awful hereditary craving, which shall leave 
to yet another generation, for all their lives, the reality 
of intense temptation, the possibilities of terrible catas- 
trophe? Even if every one of you be individually safe 
(whereas what I feel sure of is, that, without the grace 
of God sought in earnest prayer, not one of us is safe at any 
time, not one of us is safe from anything; but even if you 
be quite sure that you will never fall unawares in love 
with this tamed viper, which may seem a bright and harm- 
less creature of God, until, as, alas! too many of the 
strong and the gifted and the noble who have been wounded 
by it can testify, at some moment of deep misery orcrushing 
disappointment, it slides into the soul with tempting whis- 

er, or fixes in the heart its envenomed fang; even if you 

e personally safe from this destroyer of all health and 
virtue, this breeder of all sickness and sin; will you do 
nothing for—will you think nothing of—those myriads and 
multitudes to whom this drink means brutality and degra- 
dation, disease and death? If so—if you hear with callous 
indifference—nay, with contemptuous dislike—nay, with 
angry repugnance—what you have heard to-day—as though, 
forsooth, some rude, untutored voice broke in upon your 
balanced serenity—then, by all means, as far as | am con- 
cerned, insult the speaker to your heart’s content; eat, 
drink, and be merry; go up to Ramoth Gilead and prosper. 
But if indeed you do not care to do anything—not even to 
lift one finger to save this our England from this living 
death—then stand aside from among us, and do not cal 
yourself a philanthropist, do not call yourself a Christian. 
It may not be your duty—I Aave not said, I do not say 
that it is—to take any pledge of total abstinence, as the 
amulet of a hallowed purpose, or the safeguard of a 
strengthened youth, or the outward sign that you too will 
take your part, now and hereafter, in this great struggle 
between heaven and hell; but if you do not feel called upon 
to do this, at least respect and honor the motives of those, 
who, in special positions, and because of special duties, 
think that in doing it that they have obeyed their country’s 
and their Saviour’s call; and that, in the strength of heaven, 
and for the sake of Christ and Christ’s perishing little ones, 
they have been called upon to act in the spirit of the high 
language of St. Paul: “I will neither eat flesh nor drink 
wine, nor anything whereby my brother stumbleth, or is 


offended, or is made weak.” 
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Monday, July 9° Acts 13 42-52 Hearing the gospel 
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Wednesday July 11 Acts 7 51 60 Bitter hearers. 
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Friday, July 13 Matt. 13: 10-22 Fruitless hearers 
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Jas. 1: 19-27. 
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Sunday, July 15: 3lessed hearers. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 13: 42 52.] 

$2. And when the Jews were gone ont of the synagogue, the 
Gentiles besonyht that these words might be preached to them the 
next Sabbath 

43. Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the 
Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas; who, 
speaking to them, persurded them to continue in the grace of God 

44 And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city togethe: 
to hear the word of God. 

45. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with 
envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, 
contradicting and blaspheming, 

46 Then Paul and Birnabas waxed bold, and said, It was neces- 
vary that the word of God shou!d first have been spoken to you 
but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy o 
everlasting life, lo, we tarn to the Gentiles, 

17. For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee 
to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation 
unto the ends of the earth, 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this they were glad, and glori- 
fied the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal 
life belheved. 

49. And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the 
region 


50. Bat the Jews stirred up the devout and honorable women, 


| 





und the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul | 


and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. 

51. But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and 
came unto Iconium 

52. And the disciples were fille 


th joy and with the Holy 
Ghost. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Acts 13:42. The Gentiles besought.——Woe unto 
thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, 
which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
Matt. 11: 21 
——But many that are first shall be last. and the last shall be first 
Matt 19: 30 Now therefore are we all here present before God, 
to hear all things that are commanded thee of God. Acts 10: 33. 
——RBe it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is 
sent unto the Genules. Acts 28: 28, 

V. 43. Then said 


Jesus to those Jews wiich believed on him, If ye continue in my 


would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 





Persuaded them. to continue. 





word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall John 8: 32, 33 He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
John 15:5 Know- 
ing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men 


make you free 





fruit; for without me ye can do nothing 








also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. 2 Cor. 6.1 
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things be diligent 
that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 
2 Pet. 3 1 John 
2: 28. 


~“.- 


14——And now, little children, abide in him 





The grace of God. 3eing justified freely by his grace. 
Rom 3: 24.——By whom also we have access by faith into this 


gtace wherein we stand. Rom. 5:2-——For by grace are ye 





2 Cor. | 
5: 1L.——We then, as workers together with him, beseech you | 
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saved through faith Eph. 2:8——For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men. Tit. 2: 11—— 
I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the 
true grace of God wherein ye stand. 1 Pet. 5: 12. 


v.45. They were filled with envy. For he knew 
that for envy they had delivered him. Matt. 27: 18 And he 
was angry and would not go in. Luke 15: 28——Full of envy. 
Rom. 1: 29, For ye are yetcarnal: for whereas there is among 
you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk 
asmen? 1 Cor, 3:3 But if ye have bitter envying and strife 
in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth, Jas. 3:14. 


Spake against those things. But woe unto you, 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither 
suffer ye them that are entering to go in. Matt. 23: 18—— 
Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the 
same excess of riot, speaking evil of you. 1 Pet. 4:4——But 
these speak evil of those things which they know not. Jude 10. 


¥.46. Waxed bold. The righteous are bold as a lion 
Prov. 28: 1 But Esaias is very bold. Rom. 10: 20 Pray- 
ing always... for me, that utterance may be given unto me. 
that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of 
the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in bonds; that therein 
I may speak boldly. as I ought to speak. Eph. 6 19, 20. And 
many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds 
are much more bold to speak the word without fear. Phil. 1: 14, 
—— Waxed valiant in fight. Heb. 11: 34. 


It was necessary.——But go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. Matt. 10: 6. Beginning at Jerusalem. Luke 
24. 47——Salvation is of the Jews John4 22. To the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. Rom. 1: 16 ——To the Jew first, and 
also to the Gent les, Rom, 2: 10, 


v.47. So the Lord hath commanded us.—Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Matt. 28: 19. 
Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature 
Mark 16° 15 And that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations Luke 24: 47 
And ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Judea, and in Sa. 
maria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Acts 1: 8. 


A light to the Gentiles. He shall bring forth judgment 
to the Gentiles. Isa. 42° 1 I the Lord have called thee in 
righteonsness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, anc 
give thee for a covenant of the people, for a hght of the Gentiles. 
Isa 42 6 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel. Luke 2: 32. 


They were glad. Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. Luke 2: 10 —— 
Then they that gladly received his word were baptized. Acts 2:41 
And there was great joy in that city Acts 8: 8. And he 
went on his way rejoicing. Acts 8: 39. Rejoice ye Gentile- 
Rom. 15: 10. 

As many as were ordained ... believed.— And 
other sheep I have, waich are not of this fold: them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one folk 
and one shepherd. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my 
sheep, as I said unto you, My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. John 10: 16. 26, 27. And not for 
that nation only but that also he should gather together in one 
the children of God that were scattered abroad. John 11: 52. 
Whom he did predestinate, them he also called; and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also 
Rom. 8: 30. 

































































with his people. 








glorified. 

v.50. The Jews stirred up.—aAnd they stirred up the 
people, and the elders, and the scribes. Acts 6: 12——But the 
unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds 
evil affected against the brethren. Acts 14: 2. But when the 
Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word of God was 
preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up 
the people. Acts 17: 13. The Jews which were of Asia, when 
they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid 
hands on him. Acts 21: 27. 

v.51. They shook off the dust of their feet.——And 
whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye 











depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 





Matt. 10: 14 When ye depart thence, shake off the dust under 
your feet for a testimony against them. Mark 6:11. And 
when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his 
raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be on your own heads; 
I am clean; from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles —— 
Acts 18: 6. 


V.52. Filled with joy. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad 
Matt. 5: 12——Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy. Luke 
6: 23 But I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, 
and your joy no man taketh from you. John 16: 22-——And not 
only so, but we glory in tribulation also Rom. 5: 3 And ye 
became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word 
in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost. 1 Thess. 1: 6. 














CRITICAL NOTKS. 
BY PROFESSOR A. ©. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
REVISED TRANSLATION, 
42. And as they were going out, they besought them that 
these words might be spoken to them on the next Sabbath: 
43. And as the synagogue broke up, many of the Jews and 


| of the devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, 


speaking to them, urged them to adhere to the grace of God. 
44. And on the coming Sabbath, pretty nearly the whole 


_ city gathered together to hear the word of the Lord: 45. But 








the Jews, seeing the multitudes, became filled with jealousy, 
and contradicted the things which were spoken by Paul 
[contradicting and] reviling. 46. And Paul and Barnabas 
spoke out boldly and said: It was necessary that the word 
of God should be first spoken to you: seeing ye thrust it 
from you, and do not judge yourselves worthy of the eternal 
life, lo, we turn us unto the Gentiles. 47. For thus hath the 
Lord commanded us: 

I have set thee for a light of the Gentiles, 

That thou mayest be for salvation unto the extremities of the 

earth. 

48. And as the Gentiles heard [him] they rejoiced, and glori- 
fied the word of the Lord, and they believed, as many of 
them as had been appointed unto eternal life. 49. And the 
word of the Lord spread itself throughout the entire region. 
50. But the Jews stirred up the devout women of the nobler 
class, and the chief men of the city, and aroused a persecu- 
tion against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from 
their borders. 51. And they, shaking off the dust of their 
feet against them, came to Iconium. 52 But the disciples 
were filled with joy, and with the Holy Spirit. 





NOTES. 


Verse 42—The best manuscripts read according to the 
rendering given above. The first they” refers to Paul and 
Barnabas: the second * they" refers to the worshipers in the 
aynagogue—As they were going out, not “when they had 
gone out,” which falsifies the sense and makes a difficulty in 
the connection which it isscarcely possible toclearup. With 
the correct rendering all obscurity vanishes. As the apostles 
were leaving the synagogue they were requested to renew 
their preaching, and immediately on its breaking up, which 
‘robably followed at once, they were accompanied by 
the more serious-minded to their place of sojourn for more 
‘ull instruction. (In Matt. 25: 8,a very different word is 
‘rroneously rendered ‘‘gone out” instead of “going out.” 
Che lamps of the foolish virgins were flickering. just ready 
to expire.)—On the next Sabbath. The origin is difficult, but 
liter (ireek usage sustains thix rendering of the word here ren- 
dered ‘next,’ and it is adopted by nearly all the commen- 
tators. 


Verse 43—As the synagogue broke up: a Greek aorist 
participle, equivalent to “upon the breaking up of the syna- 
g gue.”—Devout. literally, worshiping, i. e., God, instead of 
dois as of old.—Speaking to them: in this more private way 
~xpanding and enforcing their public instructions — 7o adhere 
to the grace of God: to continue in their search after and 
devotion to those truths which revealed the saving grace of 
‘tod in Christ. 


Verse 44.—Pretty much (the exact force of the original 
adverb )— The whole city: a natural hyperbole for a vast con- 
course drawn from every locality, and representing all classes, 
of the city. Paul and Barnabas, doubtless, had been active 
meanwhile. — The Lord : i. e. according to Paul's usage, Christ. 
Many good manuscripts have the reading “ God.” 


Verse 45.— The Jews: not probably the same as those who 
had before listened, and followed, and felt the incipient 
workings of the grace of God: though, doubtless, many Jews 
who would receive with tolerance, and even approval, the 
gospel promises when addressed to themselves, would feel a 
jealousy easily kindling into rage when they saw the same 
proclamation of eternal life addressed to the Gentiles The 
hardest lesson for Jews to learn was the renunciation of 
‘heir prerogative as God’s chosen people. Even the most 
spiritual were slow to acquiesce in the breaking down of the 
partition wall, and the bringing in of the Gentile to a com- 
mon heirship with the Jews.—VJealousy: the original word 
expresses mingled jealousy, envy, and indignation.—Contra- 
‘icted, “ spoke against,” partly with argument, still more 
with abusive denial, and with reviling (so the Greek blaspheme 
should generally be rendered) alike of the message, the mes- 
sengers, and Christ who had commissioned them. Reviling 
directed against God becomes blasphemy. The bracketed 
participle is wanting in some good manuscripts. 


If genuine, 
it is an intensive iteration of the verb. 


Verse 46.—Spoken out boldly and openly, under a righteous 
indignation, that which would otherwise have been tenderly 
uttered, or left to the gradual revelation of time. Jt was 
necessary, both by the divine command (Matt. 10: 5,6; 15: 
24) and by the intrinsic proprieties of the case. Abraham 
had been called out to be the ancestor of the Messiah; the 
New Testament church had been born and nurtured in the 
bosom of Judaism (Rev. 12: 5). “Salvation” was histori- 
cally and by prophecy and promise “ from the Jews” (John 
4:22). They were directly heirs of the promise, and to them 
befittingly were made the first proffers of the gospel. Their 
rejection of it opened, in the purpose and providence of God, 
the way for its proclamation to the Gentiles (Rom. 11: 11-16, 
25-31).—Do not judge yourselves worthy. Severe yet tender 
irony, which, even amid-t the apostle’s righteous indignation, 
still puts their conduct in the most favorable light. In 
reality they were depreciating and despising the gospel: 
Paul charges them with depreciating themselves. A priceless 
boon is offered them They spurn it as unworthy of their 
acceptance : Paul palliatingly represents them as pronouncing 
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themselves unworthy of it. Along with this is also the idea 
that their rejection of the gospel is really also an unconscious 
condemnation of themselves, At all events he can but accept 
their judgment of themselves, and turn to the Gentiles —‘ The 
eternal life,”"—pardon, holiness, blessedness, which the gospel 
revealed and ensured. 

Verse 47.—I have set thee for alight. A striking passage 
from Isa. 49: 6, declaring the ultimate destination of the gos- 
pel for the Gentiles. For others similar see Rom. 10: 19, 20, 
where the apostle declares that God had so clearly foretold 
this purposed extension of his gracé to the Gentiles, that 
Israel ought not to have been taken by surprise when it came. 

Verse 48.—And as the Gentiles heard, to wit, Paul citing 
thes8 promises and making these declarations, they rejoiced. 
There were many among them whom the Spirit was rendering 
susceptible, and ready to receive the salvation which the Jews 
flung away.—Glorified the word ; honored it by accepting it in 
their hearts and extolling it with their tongues (Rom. 10: 9). 
So Abraham “gave glory to God” (Rom. 4: 20) by giving 
unwavering credence to his apparently incredible assurance. 

Verse 50.—The devout women. Gentile proselytes of the 
higher families, zealous of the faith which they had embraced, 
and too imperfectly grounded in religious knowledge to pre- 
vent their being used as the tools of Jewish bigotry and 
malice. They were the instruments of persons probably far 
more guilty than themselves.—Erpelled them; not probably 
by any formal act, possibly not even with dangerous violence. 
—Shaking off the dust of their feet (Matt. 10: 14). An expres- 
sive Oriental symbol like beating the breast (Luke 18: 13); 
washing the hands (Matt. 27: 24); rending the garments 
(Matt. 26: 65; Acts 14: 14). 

Verse 52.— The disciples. Those mentioned v. 48,49. The 
gospel had evidently wrought with great power during the 
stay of Paul and Barnabas at the Pisidian Antioch. A tidal 
influence of the Spirit had swept over these pagan communi- 
ties; and the very persecuting fury which drove off the 
preachers of life, was a fruit and proof of the working of 
divine grace which filled the Gentiles with encouragement 
and joy. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 
INTRODUCTION. 


The apostle was from the beginning of his ministry com- 
manded to preach to the Gentiles. It was his reference to 
this commission that caused the fanatical outburst of Jewish 
bigotry when he made his defense from the steps of the tower 
of Antonia, in Jerusalem (Acts 21: 21, 22). The gospel had 
been preached by Philip to the Samaritans (Acts 8), by Peter 
to the centurion (Acts 10), and at Antioch to the Greeks, who 
were confirmed in the faith by Barnabas (Acts 11: 19-26). 
But in this sermon of Paul, in this first great foreign mission 
of the Christian church, he emphatically declares that as the 
Jews rejected the gospel, it must be boldly proclaimed to the 
Gentiles. What had been incidentally done already was now 
plainly announced as the future policy and imperative duty 
of the church. The Gentiles may well look back on this occa- 
sion with interest and gratitude. 


NOTES, 


Verse 42.—Teachers and preachers should not be dis- 
heartened because their hearers reject the message. If some 
refuse, others will accept it. Ifsome are resolved to hear no 
more, others are ready to listen to the same words again and 
again. Ifthe religious service itself seems a failure, when it 
is over, and the assembly dispersed, anxious inquirers may 
come and desire farther instruction. The message is worth 
hearing often. Much of mere human speech is not worth repe- 
tition,—does not repay one’s audience,—but God's revelation of 
love is a theme inexhaustible to those who feel their need of 
it. The first hearing may not result in conversion, but it is 
a hopeful sign when there is a desire to have the same 
‘‘words” preached the next Sabbath. We do not need new 
truth, but new power with the old; old gospel. 


Verse 43.—Those who are impressed with the truth should 
seek personal intercourse with the teachers as these “ Jews 
and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas.” Diffi- 
culties are often raised in the minds of anxious hearers which 
a little private conversation will remove. Such persons must 
not be afraid of giving trouble. A true teacher is delighted 
when the children, afterschool is over, come for further instruc- 
tion. So every pastor, missionary, and preacher. Much of 
the good of public addresses is lost because not followed up in 
“the inquiry-room.” Teachers and preachers are often dis- 
couraged when no questions are asked and no advice is sought, 
as by those who “when the congregation was broken up, 
followed Paul and Barnabas.” It is not enough to receive 
“the grace of God,” we must “continue in” it. Jesus said, 
“If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed 
(John 7: 31). This he said “ to those Jews which believed on 
him ;” showing that it is possible to believe and not continue 
in the word. We are only his real disciples by abiding in 
him. So the apostle— Asye have received Christ Jesus, so 
walk ye in him.” The first work of the teacher is to urge 
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sinners to accept the grace of God; the next is to persuade 
them “to continue” in it. The grace of God does not keep 
any one in opposition to his own will, nor apart from his own 
effort. We may forsake it or continue in it. The Holy Ghost 
persuades us to continue in it. And so, by the truth, by 
tender entreaty, by faithful, loving counsel, we should per- 
suade one another. 


Verse 44:—Let us rejoice whenever multitudes are attracted 
by the gospel. In our own day we have seen “ almost the 
whole city come together to hear the word of God.” How 
can they believe on him of whom they have not heard? 
Many who thus hear may continue in sin, but it is good that 
they have the opportunity and desire to listen to the message, 
and amongst them will be some who accept it. Let us not 
cavil at the religious excitement of “a whole city” because 
the whole city does not abide in the faith. 


Verse 45.—Let us watch against ecclesiastical envy. The 
Jews were envious because the Gentiles crowded to hear the 
gospel which they rejected themselves. Some persons may 
still be found who hate a religious revival in which they do 
not share. Let us learn to rejoice at any sign of spiritual 
awakening. If we lament that it is not in our own school, 
church, denomination, or city, let us be thankful that others 
are receiving a shower which perhaps would visit us if we had 
more faith and prayer. Those who reject the gospel for them- 
selves are seldom content without speaking against it, censur- 
ing the methods or motives of its teachers, “ contradicting and 
blaspheming.” 

Verse 46.—Meekness and gentleness should always be cul- 
tivated by teachers of the gospel. But there are occasions 
when plain and strong speaking is necessary, as when Paul 
and Barnabas “waxed bold.” A full assurance of the truth, 
its divine authority and saving efficacy, and a deep sense of 
the spiritual necessities of men, are enough to make God's 
servants bold amid the enmity and opposition of his foes 
Obedience to the command of God is “ necessary” even 
though we may think that little good follows. Christ com- 
manded that his disciples should preach, “ beginning at Jeru- 
salem.” Whatever the opposition they encountered from the 
Jews, the law of their Master made it “ necessary ” that they 
should first preach to men. We must not judge of duty by 
results, but by commands. Those who hear the gospel and 
refuse it, put salvation from them. It is their own fault if 
they perish. The free gift of God is offered to them, pressed 
upon them; but they dislike it, do not wish to leave their 
self indulgence, their sins, their pleasant servitude to the 
world, and as the gift of God involves the surrender of sin, 
they reject it as unwelcome,—" ye put it from you.” Such 
persons pronounce sentence on themselves. They take their 
seat on the throne of judgment, summon their own souls, and 
say, ‘“ You are not fit to receive eternal life ; it is too good for 
you, you do not appreciate it, you would not enjoy it, you 
could not profit by it; you are too “stupid, debased, sensual, 
depraved, to accept it ; so depart to the death you prefer.” It 
is not God says this, but sinners to their own souls; for, in 
putting it from them “they judge themselves unworthy of 
eternal life.” In the sense of desert, we are all unworthy of 
such a gift. But in the sense of fitness, we are not unworthy 
if we know our need, lament our sins, seek pardon, and ear- 
nestly try and pray for grace to keep the laws of God; for 
‘this is life eternal, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” When we really seek to know, 
that is, to love and serve God, and trust in Jesus as our Saviour, 
we are not unworthy, but are most fit and suitable to receive 
the gift of eternal life, which, indeed, is then already ours. 


Verse 47,—Christ is the hght of the Gentiles. This was 
predicted by the Jewish prophets (Isa.42: 6). It was nonew 
truth, though proclaimed with new emphasis and authority. 
He himself said, ‘I am the Light of the world.” Darkness is 
an emblem of ignorance, danger, sorrow, and death, and light 
is the contrary of these. So Christ is the light of the world 
because he brings the knowledge of God, saves from the perils 
of sin, imparts the peace of God, and gives spiritual and 
eternal life. And as the natural sun shines over every part 
of the globe, so the gospel is for all nations and all conditions 
of men. Salvation is provided for all the world, sufficient for 
all, adapted to all, proclaimed to all, urged on the acceptance 
of all. Christ is set, as the sun in the heavens, “ for salva-, 
tion unto the ends of the earth.” 


Verse 48.—The gospel gives gladness. Greeks and people 
of other nations rejoiced when assured that the blessings 
offered first to the Jews were for them also. They “ glorified 
the word of the Lord,” extolling its beauty, its reasonable- 
ness, its adaptation to human wants, its supply of the great 
need of the soul. So let all who hear the gospel “ rejoice and 
be glad;” not seeming asif they regretted giving up sinful 
pleasures, or doubted the value of the gift, or were ashamed 
of it, but let them, while very humble on their own account, 
boast and triumph and erult in the message of mercy and 
the word of God. 


Verse 49.—The new converts must have at once made 
known the good news to others. Those who are saved should 
not keep the knowledge of eternal life to themselves. No 





special authority or office in the church is required for every 


saved sinner to invite others to Jesus. Go and tell what 
great things the Lord hath done for thee. 

Verses 50-52.—The wives of some of the chief citizens had, 
perhaps, read the Jewish Scriptures, and, impressed by their 
truth and beauty, were favorably disposed towards the Jews, 
who now employed the influence thus required for persuading 
their husbands to banish Paul and Barnabas. But these 
missionaries had left seed which grew up and bore abundant 
fruit. For the new disciples, though their teachers were se 
soon removed, and though they were exposed to odium and 
danger, were “filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost.” 
The joy was the work of the Spirit. Where he dwells there 
must be gladness. Other teachers may go, but he remains. 
Outward circumstances may be dark, but there is light within; 
men may frown, but God smiles; death may threaten, but 
eternal life is the portion of believers. So they are “ filled 
with joy and with the Holy Ghost.” 





“ORDAINED TO ETERNAL LIFE.” 


[In this lesson occurs a phrase, about the meaning of 
which critics greatly differ, and over which there has been 
much sharp discussion. It is in the forty-eighth verse: “ As 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed.” The ques- 
tion raised by theologians is, ‘ Was the ordination here men- 
tioned an unconditional decree of God; or, was it a voluntary 
predisposition of there individuals toward eternal life, which 
inclined them to believe? Accordingly as men are inclined to 
a Calvinistic or an Arminian view of bible doctrine they com- 
monly take the one side or the other of this question. It is not 
for us to say dogmatically that the one view or the other is the 
correct one ; but we would lay before the teachers who read The 
Sunday School Times the different opinions of various scholars 
on this point. That the case may be the better understood, 
we take out from their usual place the comments on this 
phrase by Professor Kendrick and the Rey. Newman Hall, 
and present them herewith, together with the opinions of 
other well-known commentators. It is noteworthy that our 
two-lesson writers take quite different views of the point im 
question —Tue Eprror.} 

Dr. Kendrick says : 

As many as had been appointed to eternal life. The writer 
is thinking of no fatalistic, arbitrary, and eternal decree. He 
is simply explaining the cause and limitations of an historical 
phenomenon. Yet although not writing in the interests of 
doctrine as such, he declares clearly that the divine fore- 
ordaining purpose determined the fact and the number of the 
believers. This carries with it in essence the doctrine of elee- 
tion—a doctrine essential to our conception of Deity. What 
God does he must have resolved to do; what he ever resolves to 
do he must always have resolved to do; and every act of his 
must therefore be the fruit of an eternal purpose. This doc- 
trine is held by the apostles, not as a doctrine of terror, but 
of solace and confidence: not because it excluded any, but 
because it included some; not that it doomed any to perdition, 
but rescued a part from perdition, There was a determining 
purpose of God that secured the salvation of every believer. 
There was no need of a corresponding decree of reprobation. 
The impenitent gravitate naturally to perdition: it needs a 
special and positive purpose of grace to bring any to repent- 
ance. If there is to be any quarrel, it should be not with the 
election that secures some; but with the arrangement that 
omits some, or rather with the governmental system that 
allowed any to fall. 


The Rey. Newman Hall makes this comment: 

As many as were ordained to eternal life believed. This 
passage has occasioned much controversy. The best scholars 
decide that it is impossible to evade the difficulty by trans- 
lating, ‘‘ As many as believed were ordained to eternal iife.” 
What is the meaning of the word “ ordained ’—tetagmenot # 
The verb is found 1 Cor. 16: 15, “ Ye know the house of 
Stephanas, that they have addicted themselves to the ministry 
of the saints,”—etaran eautous, i.¢., they ordained, ordered, 
disposed, addicted themselves to this service. Also in Rom. 
13:1, “The powers that be are ordained [tetagmenai eisin] 
of God,” i. e., are arranged, appointed. dn these cases refer- 
ence is made only to the present time. In the former case, 
persons devoted themselves to a certain work ; and in the lat- 
ter, it is God’s appointment that there are civil magistrates 
to maintain order. So in this passage we may read, “ As 
many as were disposed to, addicted to, set in order for eternal 
life (by whom, whether themselves or God, is not stated), 
believed.” The context seems to settle the meaning. In v.46 
we are told that the Jews were not disposed to receive the 
message of eternal life; they judged themselves unfit for it, 
they thrust it away, they were not in a state of recipiency 
and desire, they did not “ addict themselves” to seeking sal- 
vation, they were not therefore “ordained to eternal life.” 
But, in contrast to their condition, we are told that the Gen- 
tiles were candid in listening, felt their need of the gospel, 
desired to be saved, cultivated an inquiring and receptive 
disposition, and so, ordained to eternal life, it was not won- 
derful that they should receive what they so desired, and that 
they “believed.” All believers will readily acknowledge, 
“ By the grace of God Iam what I am.” But each passage 
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of Scripture must be interpreted according to the purpose of | 
the writer in that place, and not according to any system of 
the interpreter. It is not likely that the historian would | 
turn aside from a plain narrative to refer to the mysterious 
subject of pre-ordination or election. But it was very suita- 
ble that. having shown how the Jews, by cultivating a spirit 
hostile to the reception of the message, rejected it, he should 
notice how, on the contrary, the Gentiles, whose minds were 
open to inquiry, and who desired the blessing offered, were con 

vinced by the arguments addressed, and believed. The prac- 
tical lesson we learn is, that we should prepare our hearts to 
receive the gospel. Let us contemplate our guilt, our inability 
to atonefor it, our weakness in contending against sin, our un 

happiness while not assured of the favor of God, and the essen 

tial importancé of an answer to the question, “ What must I do 
to be saved?” Let sinners be exhorted to set their faces in 
the direction of the light, not to love the darkness, not to re- 
solve to go on in sin, but to strive against it, and inquire for 
any help and encouragement towards obtaining that better 
and purer nature, that trust in God, which alone is worthy to 
be called life; and then it will come to pass that ‘as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed.” 

Dr. Adam Clarke concludes his critical comment on this 
passage as follows: 

“Let us, without prejudice, consider the scope of the place: 
the Jews contradicted and blasphemed; the religious prose- 
lytes heard attentively, and received the word of life: the 
one party was utterly indisposed, through their own stub- 
bornness, to receive the gospel; the others, destitute of preju- 
dice and prepossession, were glad to hear that, in the order 
of God, the Gentiles were included in the covenant of salva- 
tion through Jesus Christ: they therefore, in this good state 
and order of mind, believed. ‘Those who seek for the plain 
meaning of the word will find it here: those who wish to 
make out a sense, not from the Greek word, its use among 
the best Greek writers, and the obvious sense of the evangel- 
ists, but from their own creed, may continue to puzzle them- 
selves and others; kindle their own fire, compass themselves 
with sparks, and walk in the light of their own fire, and of 
the sparks which they have kindled; and in consequence, 
lie down in sorrow, having bidden adieu to the true meaning 
of a passage, so very simple, taken in its connection, that one 
must wonder how it ever came to be misunderstood and mis- 
applied. Those who wish to see more on this verse may 
consult Hammond, Whitby, Schoetigen, Rosenmuller, Pearce, 
Sir Norton Knatchbull, and Dodd.” 

Professor Joseph Addison Alexander has this to say of the 
verse in question: 

“The violent attempts which have been made to eliminate 
the doctrine of election or predestination from this verse, by 
rendering the last verb disposed, arrayed, etc., or by violent 
constructions, such as that adopted by Socinus (as many as 
believed were ordained to everlasting life!) can never change 
the simple fact, that wherever this verb occurs elsewhere, it 
invariably expresses the exertion of power or authority, 
divine or human, and being in the passive voice, cannot 
denote mere disposition, much less self-determination.” 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to 
them the next Sabbath (v.42). They didn’t want a new 
sermon, but the old one over again. Good news will bear 
repeating. Words of love are the more precious the oftener 
they are spoken. A child doesn’t tire of being told that he 
is ‘mamma's darling.” Wives are not so anxious to hear a 
new story of affection as the old one repeated.» Glad plans 
for the future do not grow threadbare through frequent men- 
tion. Cod's promises ought to be heard over and over again, 
and the more gladly at each repetition. 


“Tell me the old, old story 
Of Jesus and his love.” 


Persuaded them to continue in the grace of God (v. 43). The 
old story ought to te fresh to us at each repetition. The 
good news ought to be always good. As we have received 
Christ Jesus, so ought we to walk in him. But how many 
good resolutions, of the new year, of our birth-day, of our 
early discipleship, fail of performance, and are even quite 
forgotten, while we are busy in the gratifying of self rather 
than in the enjoyment of God's grace. . 


“ For I forget so soon, 
The early dew of morning 
Has passed away at noon,” 
If God's grace is worth having at any time, it is worth con- 
tinuing in. If Christ is the only Saviour, we ought to cling 
to him always. If the path of Christian duty is the best one 
to walk in, we ought never to leave it on any inducement. 
Came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God 
(v. 44). It is easier to get a thousand men to hear the word 
of God than to induce one man to follow its teachings. The 
work of the preacher or the teacher is by no means done 
when he has gathered a great many hearers. If he has 
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well-nigh a whole city to listen to him, that fact does not in 
itself prove that he is a winner of souls. If, on the other 
hand, he has only a very few to hear him, he may be doing 
a great work for God's cause. When, as our Lord preached 
the gospel, “there were gathered together an innumerable 
multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon 
another,” in their desire to hear him, there were, as we have 
reason to think, smaller immediate results in the conversion 
of souls than when he had only one listener by the well of 
Samaria. It is not in the numbers who listen to us, but in 
the blessing which God gives to our labors, that the secret of 
our success is found. 


When the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy 
(v. 45). There is nothing more likely to awaken envy and 
arouse opposition against a public teacher than his popu- 
larity with the masses. If ‘‘ multitudes” come to hear him, 
he must be looked after. If he is not quite “sound” his 
errors of opinion are pronounced most dangerous. If noth- 
ing can be said against his doctrines, a common claim is that 
the fact of his large following indicates sensational preaching 
on his part; or, at all events, it tends to unsettle the old order 
of things, and to make people discontented with ordinary 
preaching. Here is one source of comfort to preachers with 
small congregations, or to teachers with scanty classes: 
they are in little danger of being envied and denounced for 
their popularity. 

Salvation unto the ends of the earth (v. 47). The proffer of 
salvation is to all; to those who are at hand, as well as to 
those who are afar. ‘The ends of the earth” include this 
end at well as the other, and that is one of the hardest les- 
sons for a Christian to learn. It seems easier to believe that 
the heathen in Africa will receive the gospel than that the 
heathen in the brown-stone houses of our city avenues will 
welcome it. We often pray in confidence for the rescue of 
distant idolaters, while we are doubtful if the scoffer who 
lives next door to us, or the drunkard under our own roof, 
is to be saved. But Christ is set as a light to both Jew and 


Gentile, and his offer is of salvation unto all the ends of the [ 


earth. 


The Jews stirred up the devout and honorable women, and 
the chief men of the city, and raised a persecution against Paul 
and Barnabas (vy. 50). It is not always the rabble, nor yet 
only misguided men, who oppose the truth and persecute the 
godly. “Devout and honorable women” as well as ‘the 
chief men of the city” are sometimes “stirred up” to acts of 
lawlessness, or to the exercise of a spirit of bigotry and 
intolerance. Good women as well as good men are often 
very uncharitable. They join in the proscription of some 
class because of their prejudice of sect, or nationality, or race. 
Again they have a part in unjustifiable violence against law- 
breakers, or in resistance to the law. It is not always safe 
to follow, nor right to commend, “the devout and honorable 
women, and the chief men of the city.” 
makes evil good, or good evil. 

The disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost 
(v. 52). And this was when they had been driven out of a 
city for preaching the gospel, and had been persecuted with- 
out cause by devout and honorable men and women. Men 
in whom the Holy Ghost dwells as a Comforter are not 
dependent on circumstances or surroundings for their happi- 
ness. Men who lack peace of mind and joy of soul through 
faith can never be made happy by outside agencies. If we 
are in Christ’s service, we may be assured that every step we 
take in the path of duty is a step toward victory. Whether 
we are praised or denounced, ministerqd to or persecuted, 
we are helped heavenward. We are just where we ought 
to be. All things work together for our good. We ought to 
be “filled with joy,and with the Holy Ghost” continually. 


Their course never 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. ~ 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Let several of the children answer some review questions 
upon the last lesson. Describe the synagogue worship and 
the preaching of Paul. 

To whom did Paul preach at first? What nation of people 
did he talk about? What were the glad tidings? What did 
Paul call those who would not hear and believe? Have you 
learned whether many people wanted Paul and Barnabas to 
preach again. Some were so anxious to hear more that they 
“besought that these words might be preached to them the 
next Sabbath.” What does besought mean? They even fol- 
lowed Paul and Barnabas as they walked; then, through all 
the week, they thought and talked of what they had heard, 
and the next Sunday there was such a crowd that it seemed 
as if the whole city had come together. If all the children 
were so eager to hear their teacher’s words in the Sunday- 
school and to understand what is taught, if they begged for 
more and talked to others all the week, would not a great 
many scholars be brought into the school who now never 
hear the words of salvation? What was it the whole city 
came to hear? Not merely Paul and Barnabas: we do not 
read of any miracle or work of mercy in Antioch, but we are 





told they came “to hear the word of God.” Some persons in 








the crowd were angry with the rest for wanting to hear. 
Why were they angry? They were Jews, they had always 
thought that they were the chosen and honored people of 
God, and they hated the Gentiles so that they often called 
them dogs. Explain Gentiles; those of other nations, not 
Jews. 

When the Jews saw these people crowding their streets 
and synagogues, hearing and rejoicing in this new gospel 
which they despised, they were angry, and their hearts were 
filled with envy. Do you know what envy 1s? Once there 
were two brothers who each brought an offering to God. 
One of the brothers brought the best fruits from his garden 
where he had planted and gathered; but they grew on the 
earth cursed by sin. The other offered the best lamb im his 
flock, and God was pleased with the spotless lamb. ‘The elder 
brother hated the younger one, being full of envy “ because 
his own works were evil and his brother's righteous.” Envy 
made the first brother a murderer. What was his name? 
Envy made a whole family of brothers hate the one their 
father loved best. Envy put him in a deep pit, and he was 
sold as a slave. Who was that? It was for envy (Matt. 
27:18; Mark 15:10) that Jesus was delivered to Pilate, 
while Barrabas, the robber, was set free. That was the feel- 
ing the Jews had toward the Gentiles, when they saw them 
so eagerly listening as Paul preached Christ. They were so 
angry that they interrupted Paul. Do you know what it 
means to contradict? They said, ‘‘No! no! it is not so!” 
and spoke angry words against the truth, which the Bible 
calls blaspheming. Do you suppose that made Paul and 
Barnabas afraid? No! they were more bold than ever; and 
when they saw the Jews so angry, they said to them, “ We 
were told to preach first to the Jews. We told you that to 
you is this word of salvation sent. Jesus told his disciples to 
preach unto the Jews first, beginning at Jerusalem: but you 
will not hear, you have put it from you,—lo! we turn to the 
Gentiles.” 

Was it because Paul and Barnabas themselves thought it 
best to teach the Gentiles that they did so? Oh, no! they 
were like Amos, who so often said, ‘‘ Thus saith the Lord.” 
They said, “ For so hath the Lord commanded us ;” and then 
they went on to tell how the prophets had written long 
before that Jesus Christ should be “a light to the Gentiles 
and salvation to the ends of the earth.” 

When that Jesus came in the form of a little child in 
Bethlehem, Mary, his mother, and Joseph, as the Jews 
always did, took the child to the temple; and because they 
were too poor to bring a lamb, they brought two doves as 
their offering. An old man was there named Simeon, who 
had prayed and waited for the promised Jesus to come. He 
took the baby in his arms, blessed God, and said, ‘‘ Mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, a light to lighten the Gentiles.” 

The Greeks and people of other nations who heard Paul 
and Barnabas were rejoiced; they had been hated and kept 
from joining in the worship of God, but at these welcome 
words “they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord.” 

Try to have the children express what they think to glorify 
God means. Then explain what it is to praise and give 
thanks. Let them say together Psalm 35: 9. 

Were not the Gentiles ready to believe when they so 
rejoiced? Do you think they kept it secret? Were they 
afraid to own that they loved Jesus? Did they fear being 
laughed at or abused? Were they afraid to tell others the 
good news of salvation for the ends of the earth? No! they 
were so eager and glad to tell it that “the word was pub- 
lished in all that country.” They had no ways of publish- 
ing as we have, no newspapers, no post-offices, no telegraph ; 
only one way,—to tell the news from one to another im the 
houses, the streets, the market-places, in the city gate-ways, 
wherever they went together. Did the Jews like this? The 
more the Gentiles believed and rejoiced, the more the Jews 
hated Paul and Barnabas; and they persuaded some of the 
chief men and women of the city to join in so persecuting 
them as to drive them from the place. Jesus told his disci- 
ples at the time he sent them out as missionaries: “ When 
they persecute you in one city, flee to another.” And he 
also told them that when driven out, they were to shake 
the dust off their feet as a sign against them. So Paul and 
Barnabas shook off from their feet the dust of the streets of 
Antioch, where they were not permitted to stay and preach 
Christ, and they went away. 

But the Gentiles, the new disciples of Jesus, even though 
the envious Jews hated and probably persecuted them, were 
filled with joy because the Holy Spirit had shown them how 
to believe in Christ. While his enemies were filled with 
envy, his friends were full of joy. 

Let us review and find out what we can learn in this les- 
son of the different people mentioned in it. By questioning, 
let the children help to put on the blackboard, as you pro- 
gress, what we have learned of the Jews, the Gentiles, and 
the apostles. 

Tue GENTILES. Tue Aposties. 


Filled with envy. Preaching the word. 


Tue Jews. 
| Begging to hear, 


Contradicting. Glad, praising. Bold. 
Blaspheming. Believing. Persecuted. 
Persecuting. Filled with joy. Expelled. 





Is this lesson for us? If the gospel had only been 
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preached to the Jews, could we ever have heard the glad 
tidings? It was God's plan, and his prophets, many hundred 
years before Christ was born, were able to look far into ages 
to come and see how, in the ends of the earth, teachers and 
little children would study these lessons of the gospel of 
Christ; and, learning them, would trust in that precious 
name which Paul preached at Antioch. 

Have the golden text recited, and explain it. What is it 
to trust? In whose name? Was not the word of the 
prophets fulfilled in Antioch when.Paul preached? Will 
you fulfill it now by trusting in Jesus? 

There are other ways which many may prefer to teach 
this lesson. It might be, at first, given as asimple narrative, 
tellng of the eagerness of the Gentiles to hear, the envy of 
the Jews, the persecution of the apostles and their expulsion 
from the city. Then review, explaining the Scripture words 
and phrases. ‘ Envy,” illustrated as above; “ Ye put it from 
you.” What did the Jews put away from them? What 
does every one despise and put away who refuses Christ ? 
Salvation, the Holy Spirit, peace, joy, heaven. Tell of the 
spirit of the Jews, contradicting, blaspheming, persecuting, 
the same spirit in all who do not truly now love the Father 
and the Son. Tell of the Gentiles who were persecuted 
because the Jews, hating Christ, hated his disciples. Jesus 
had said, “ If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you.” Yet the Gentiles were filled with joy, 
because to them Jesus had kept the promise, and the Com- 
forter had filled them with gladness and peace. 

See if it is fully understood that the Jews were preached 
to first, salvation fully and freely offered to them. When 
they refused, Paul, in obedience to God's commands, said, 
“We turn to the Gentiles.” Illustrate by the parable of the 
marriage of the king’sson. Tell that Jesus showed how it 
would be, when he told this beautiful story; describe graphi- 
cally the prepared feast, the call to the wedding, all things 
ready, the message, the excuses, slighted invitations, the 
messengers persecuted, the anger of the king, the calls in the 
highways, the lanes, the poor, lame, outcast, coming in 
enjoying the light, plenty, gladness of the royal feast. 

It may not be best to try to teach to very little ones how 
Paul was called a chosen apostle to the Gentiles; but you 
can tell them that from this time, after the Jews had refused 
to hear the gospel, Paul preached for many years and in 
many countries. Afterwards, and in every place, before the 
great and rich, the poor and lowly, in palaces or in prison, 
he always said there is no difference between the Jew and 
the Greek,—‘t Whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” 





BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 


The Jews leaving the synagogue and the Gentiles request; 
or (probably the true meaning), they, i.e. Paul and Barna- 
bas, leaving, and the congregation desiring to hear them 
again.—The next Sabbath almost the whole city—The Jews 
seeing the multitudes of Gentiles, were filled with envy— 
contradicting (Paul), and blaspheming (Jesus). 

Part 1. 

THE GLAD TIDINGS. (V.32.) 
PREACHED TO BOTH JEWS AND GENTILES. 
The Jews, Put it from them. The Gentiles, Believed. 
The Jews, Filled with envy. The Gentiles, Filled with joy. 
The Jews, Blasphemed— The Gentiles, Glorified— 
Part 2. 
Paul and Barnabas turn to the Gentiles. 





THE WORD. (V. 26.) 





The Jews 
Rejected it. 


The Gentiles 
Believed it. 


“Unworthy of Everl. Life.” “ Ordained to Everl. Life” 














ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Drarrixc to Hear.—lIt is told that Eliot, the Indian 
preacher, had on one occasion just closed his sermon when a 
woman arrived who had come fifteen miles on foot expressly 


to hear him. She seemed so disappointed at her failure that 


he approached her as she sat by a tree, and he told her that |women are not meant, but those Gentile women of high 


Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. She listened | Tank (honorable) who had become proselytes, or worshipers 


understood, believed, and was saved. 





order obeyed than a bullet from above struck the man. The 
place he gained by envy was his destruction. 

Botp Spraxixa.—When the Rey. Samuel Wesley, father 
of John Wesley, was strongly urged by courtiers of James II. 
to favor measures of that king which looked toward popery, 


he refused, and at once preached a discourse against their. 


proposals, from the words of the three Hebrew young men, 
in Daniel 3:17, 18,—‘ If it be so, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it 
known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” 


Spurnine tHE Gospet.—An asylum for the insane was on 
fire. Already the smoke and heat were filling the corridors, 
as those in charge came to liberate one of the unfortunate in- 
mates. The poor maniac supposed they meant to hurl him 
into the fiames, and therefore he refused and resisted his only 
opportunity for life. He knew not what he did; but what 
shall be said of those who reject Christ and his ambassadors? 


FitLeEp witn Joy.—The story is told of Mithridites, an 
ancient king in Asia, that having become interested in an old 
and very skillful musician, he decreed that the estate of a 
rich subject who died childless should be settled on this pro- 
ducer of sweet sounds. With no previous notice of his good 
fortune, the man one day found his house filled with gold and 
silver ornaments, with costly robes, and other tokens of 
wealth. In his amazement he refused to use them, until, fully 
persuaded as to what had occurred, he went about in an 
excess of joy, saying, ‘All these are mine! all these are 
mine!” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Acts 13: 42. The next Sabbath. Some think the true 
meaning of the words in the original to be “ in the week 
between,” (as in the margin,) that is, on some other day of 
the work, the Gentiles not keeping the seventh day holy as 
did the Jews.— Pearce. 


V. 43. Jesus and religious proselytes. Literally, the wor- 
shiping strangers ; here, the Greeks who accepted Jehovah as 
their God, and worshiped with the Jews.— Abbott. 


To continue in the grace of God. Paul's words had been 
about the grace of God; and the desire of the people to hear 
further was a token that God’s grace had attended the dis- 
course. Thus the very beginnings of success, the first entrance 
of the gospel message, is ascribed to the grace of God ; and in 
it men are exhorted to continue. There is no conflict, practi- 
cally, between grace and our continuing in grace.— Riddle. 


V. 44. Came almost the whole city together. No wonder 
that all, even idolatrous nations, should be so ready to 
hearken to a message, so new, so unexpected, so salutary to 
them. Buried as they were in a system of belief, irrational 
in itself, and despised by their wisest philosophers, their 
conduct on this occasion at least merits some applause, as 
they were willing to place themselves in the way of instruc- 
tion, and to listen to new truths which might prove beneficial 
to them.— Brewster. 


V.45. They were filled with envy. They envied Paul on 
account of the extraordinary eagerness with which he was 
sought, and, possibly, their Israelitic national feeling was 
deeply wounded, when the thought spontaneously presented 
itself that the pagans would be authorized to share as fully 
as Israel in the great salvation that was offered. They were 
irritated by such considerations, and began to interrupt and 
contradict the apostle—Gerok. 


V.46. Waxed bold, and said. This opposition, far from 
intimidating the apostles, only served ‘to hasten an explicit 
declaration of their purpose and commission, with respect to 
Jews and Gentiles. . . . What might have been disclosed in 
a more gradual and gentle manner, was, in consequence of 
this malignant opposition, plainly and abruptly stated.— 
Alexander. 


Judge yourselves unworthy. Not that they literally 
believed Ramis to be unworthy of eternal lite. On the 
contrary, they believe themselves eminently, and even exclu- 
sively, the heirs of this inheritance. But they determined 
themselves to be such sort as truly is unworthy life eternal. 
— Whedon. 


Lo, we turn to the Gentiles. Not from the Jews everywhere, 
for we find St. Paul still preaching to them in every syna- 
gogue where he came (chap. 17:2), but from the Jews of 
Antioch in Pisidia, it not being reasonable that the Jews in 
other places should be deprived of the gospel for the per- 
verseness of those at this place.— Whitby. 


V.47. A light of the Gentiles. The prophet announces 
there that the Messiah whom God promised to send would 
be the Saviour of the Gentiles as well as the Jews: that all 
nations would be called to share in the blessings of his king- 
dom. The passage is quoted to show that in turning now to 
the heathen they were merely carrying out the plan of God 
as revealed in the Old Testament.— Hackett. 


V. 48. They were glad. They were glad to perceive that 
their accession to Christ was matter of divine arrangement 
as well as apostolic effort.—Jamieson. 

7.50. Devout and honorable women. Two classes of 


of the true God (devout). Their social position and religious 
inclinations are thus described, not their moral character. 


DestroyED BY Exvy.—A French officer, General Cherin, | Many women of high rank in those days became proselytes. 


while conducting a detachment through a rough and danger- | 


ous glen, tried to cheer his men by inspiring words. Hearing 
one say something about those who ride having nothing to 


complain of, the general dismounted, and ordered this man to | 
mount and care for the horse for atime. No sooner was the | 


The influences that acted on the men moved them even more 
powerfully. Josephus tells of their number. As in all ages, 
they were the most zealous converts, and in this case most 
fanatical in their opposition to these new teachers, who 
seemed to be destroying the influence of their own religious 
guides.— Riddle, 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


—— 


STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 
Georgia, at Athens August 24-26. 
Kansas, at Ottawa. October 16-18. 
New Jersey, at Paterson November 13-15. 














SUNDAY-SCHOOL CAMP-MEETINGS, 
Assembly at Cazenovia Lake, N. Y., - : June 28-July 5 


Encampment at Lakeside, Put-in Bay, Ohio, - July 10-17 
Assembly at Lake Bluff, near Chicago, - i July 17-26 
Congress at Round Lake, N. Y., - - : euly 20-28 
Assembly at Pitman Grove, N. J., : . - July 23-28 
Congress at Bay View, Petoskey, Mich., - : July 2431 


Encampment (Inter-state) at Loveland, Ohio, 
Assembly at Chautauqua Lake, N. Y. 
Reform Council and Church Congress, - - August 4-7 
Sunday-school Assembly, - : - + August 7-21 
Scientific Conference, - - - - = August 18-23 
Association of the Northwest at Clear Lake, Iowa, Aug. 22-Sept. 6 
Parliament at Wellesley Island, St. Lawrence River, August 20-31 


July 24-August 2 





NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION. 
BY THE REV. W. H. MILLHAM. 


Rarely has there been a more pleasurable or profitable 
occasion among Sunday-school workers than that of the 


| Twenty-second Annual Convention of the New York State 


Teachers’ Association, which was held at the North Pres- 
byterian Church in the city of Buffalo, commencing Tues- 
day, June 12, and continuing through Thursday. It was 
full of life and love, and good things from beginning to end. 

There were about six hundred delegates in attendance 
from all parts of the Empire State. The Convention was 
organized by electing Major B. R. Corwin, of Brooklyn, 
president. The Convention wisely made choice of one 
from the other extreme part of the state, and again made 
choice of a major. So wisely had the retiring president, 
Major E. E. Sill, of Buffalo, conducted the exercises of the 
preceding year, that all felt warranted in selecting another 
bearing the same military title. And the test proved the 
wisdom of the choice, for all were highly pleased. The 
first evening was opened with an “address of welcome,” 
from the Rev. Wolcott Calkins, pastor of the church where 
we met. This address was delightful in spirit, and most 
amusingly presented. If there was any timidity or shy- 
ness on the part of any one from city or country previous 
to this genial speech, all was quickly removed; everybody 
began to feel at home, and resolved on having a good time. 

Then came an address which awakened considerable 
interest, from the quaintness of the subject and the man- 
ner in which it was treated. It was delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., on “ Catechism, Creeds, 
and Christ.” “These three words,” he said, “if properly 
understood, were synonymous ; but there was a perversion 
in the method of teaching them. As taught generally, the 
Catechism did great harm. It was not intended for little 
children. The order should be reversed. Put Christ first.” 
The main principle of the address was “The theology of 
the American Sunday-schools should be, ‘ Christ-centric,’ 
Because (1.) This only can be the basis of union effort. 
(2.) It is required by the ability and qualifications of our 
teachers, who, as a general thing, are unable to explain the 
Catechism. It was tough—like ‘smoked beef’ to the chil- 
dren. (3.) The salvation of children could be secured by 
no other teaching. Begin with the children by teaching 
Christ. And Christ, not in the manger, but ascended. 
You can make scholars understand about Christ in heaven, 
more easily than about Christ as God’s Son, born in 
Bethlehem. The following evils would be avoided in this 
way : (1.) An unintelligent faith. (2.) Private judgment 
would not be interfered with. (3.) Intolerance in the 
church.” The Doctor evidently is no special friend of the 
Catechism. 

A rich treat was that given to us by the Rev. Dr. James 
M. Buckley, of Brooklyn, on, “ How to win attention.” 
It would take more space than you could afford me to give 
anything like a fair report of this address. It was clear, 
logical, and intensely interesting, and every point was 
well illustrated. But reputation, tone of voice, the coun- 
tenance, feeling, pathos, desire to do good, personal appear- 
ance, study,—all went a great way in the art of winning 
attention. 

Another masterly effort was that by the Rev. Henry M. 
Parsons, of Boston, on “Personality in using and: teach- 
ing the word.” It was very able and inspiring. The 
speaker compared personality in using and teaching the 
Bible, and in all spiritual experiences, to life in the body. 
It was everything, and at the bottom of everything. 
Personality is the chief bond of union in society, in the 
family, afd in commerce. It finds expression in faith, 
which can exist only between persons. The object of 





revelation was to reveal the person of God, in his relations 
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tous. It is God speaking in every way, and at last he 
comes down and assumes human form. The Sabbath 
school teacher is the one who stands between two persons, 
the human and the divine. His work is to bring them 
together, introduce them, and by all possible means make 
them acquainted with each other. He seeks such an 
acquaintance of the scholar with Christ’s person as is mani- 
fested in faith and consecration, as is, in short, salvation. 

The last address was by the Rev. Dr. J. Clement French, 
who was not on the programme, but who, being present, 
kindly took the place of another who had disappointed the 
convention. His subject, “ Feeling and directness in teach- 
ing,” was very clearly presented. Interspersed between 
the set speeches, came the regular business of the Conven- 
tion, such as appointment and reports of committees, 
reports from the counties, question box, and reports from 
the missionaries of the Association, 

A new and very interesting feature was the “ Historical 
sketch of the Association,” by the Hon. D. J. Harmon, of 
Oswego, who has long been an active member of the Asso- 
ciation, and who has been well acquainted with all its 
workers. A memorial service was held in honor of P. P. 
Bliss, that sweet singer who was with the Convention a 
year ago, and led in its service of song. 

And now a word as to the results in the state of labor 
done during the past year. It kindled a feeling of grati- 
tude and joy in the hearts of all when the secretary, Mr. 
Edward Danforth, reported that twenty-five thousand 
souls had been hopefully converted in the Sabbath schools 
of the state during the past year. And very fitly was the 
whole assembly called upon to join in singing “ Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow.” 

All must have gone home from this convention exclaim- 
ng, (1) What a wonderful book is the word of God! (2) 
What a glorious work it is to teach it! (3.) How I long to 
be better fitted for the Master’s service! The next con- 
vention is to be held in Albany on the first Tuesday of 
June, 1878. Moka cna —— 


PRNNSYLVANIA STATE CONVENTION. 


The thirteenth annual session of the Pennsylvania State 
Sabbath School Association, met at Harrisburg, June 12-14. 
The first session, on Tuesday afternoon, was a children’s 
service, at which the Rev. Dr. Richard Newton spoke upon 
“The Messenger of the covenant.” The Harrisburg Tele- 
graph gives this sketch of the sermon: “ He proceeded at 
length to explain the nature of a covenant,—that it is an 
agreement, and a messenger is an agent. He referred to 
the covenant as made by Christ with the Father, to come to 
this earth, suffer, and be crucified, that sinners might be 
saved, and proceeded to show that Jesus was a swift mes- 
senger, a loving messenger, an ever-present messenger, and 
an able messenger, illustrating each point by a story bear- 
ing immediately upon it. The explanation of his subject 
was of such a character that every child could understand 
it, and he took special pains to impress each of the charac- 
teristics of Jesus upon the minds of his hearers.” 

The Convention proper was called to order on Tuesday 
evening by Mr. Lewis D. Vail, chairman of the State Execu- 
tive Committee. After addresses of welcome and response, 
and the appointment of committees, Mr. James W. Weir 
introduced the Rev. Llewellyn D. Bevan, of New York, who 
is thus reported in the journal mentioned above : 

He proceeded to say that studies pursued in the English and 
American Sabbath schools were of asimilar character; that this 
link between the Sabbath schools was a new one. He loved to see 
the Stars and Stripes and the Union Jack side by side; that he 
would like to see the Sabbath school flag with them all surmounted 
by the cross. If England knew he was addressing a Sunday- 
school Convention to-night the Sunday-schools of that country 
would send a fraternal greeting. Sunday-school topics present a 
wide range of thought and discussion, and he would treat on Sun- 
day-school matters in general, his subject being “ The position, 
claims and responsibilities of Sunday-school work.” He was glad 
to know that the Sunday-school was now acknowledged and em- 
braced by the church. He proceeded at length to review the hos- 
tility to the Sunday-school upon its early organization, and also 
referred to the tiresome and tedious lectures and sermons delivered 
to the scholars in former times. Opponents to the Sunday-schools 
were now scarce, and if one were found he should be exhibited as a 
curiosity. The speaker desired to see the Sunday-school made 
more than a mere adjunct of the Church; he desired to see the 
organized power and life of the church gathering together the 
children of the fold, and the work to extend to all children every- 
where; he desired to see the world converted and become as little 
children, and the church more childlike. The energies of the 
church should be directed to the care of the children. My ideal of 
the Sunday-school is the church as a whole giving itself to work for 
the young, and the idea of its being merely an adjunct to the 
church is a false one. The officers of the church should evince 
their interest in the growth of the Sabbath schools. A description was 
then given of the occasional visits of a pastor to the Sabbath school, 
and the ceremonious manner in which he is received, the sensation 
created, and also of the elders and deacons who come merely to 
look on, and did not show a heartfelt interestin the work. Minis- 
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ters, elders, deacons, and all connected with the church, should be 
personally interested in the Sabbath school work. Reference was 
made to the need of proper and judicious recreation for the 
scholars, and the necessity for the workers in the cause to direct 
the minds and thonghts of those entrusted to their care in a proper 
channel. Children’s services should be frequently held in the 
church of such a nature that all might understand and participate ; 
let a service be given up to the children, a service in which all may 
join. The missionary, temperance, and other objects of the church 
and Sunday-school should be encouraged. To do the great work sub- 
mitted to us as a church and as Christians, the best material is de- 
sired; the work—earnest work of Christians, not alone their money, 
but their personal work; the best teachers and workers that can 
be found must be enlisted in this work, the inefficient must make 
themselves efficient—must be prepared, cultured and taught. There 
are at the present time multiplied interests making claims upon us; 
there are so many books to be read, so much business to be attended 
to, and the superficiality of the age must be changed through the 
Sabbath schools. It is the age of increased intellectual ability, 
it is also the age of growing skepticism and unbelief, and it is neces- 
sary that every effort should be put forth to counteract this ten- 
dency and it cannot be better accomplished than through the Sun- 
day-schools. The Sunday-school teacher has more vantage-ground 
than the pastor, and can make a stronger impression upon the 
minds entrusted to his or her care. Your work is required by the 
creased sensibility of our times. 

On the second day, in the absence of the president, Mr. 
B. F. Jacobs, of Chicago, was called upon to conduct the 
exercises. From the report of the State Secretary, the 


‘Rev. E. W. Rice, it appeared that fifty-three of the sixty- 


six counties of the state have organized ; not all of these 
organizations, however, are having a vigorous life. 

The report of the Statistical Secretary, Mr. Eli S. Reinhold, 
of Mahanoy City, for the year 1876, gave these items: 


Sunday-schools in the State_..--- pCR «aera tt a 6,132 
CO CNG DUIS sts tee tactelindtcccntinwicucion 81,385 
PSs a GiAcdadbdblcwdndadintactweaactit 629,548 
I ee en 710,933 
Schools holding teachers’-meetings_..._..-.-.-.---- 1,032 
Scholars added to the churches_......-..-.-.-._--- 11,777 


At the afternoon session on Tuesday, Mrs. W. F. Crafts, 
of Chicago, spoke upon the “Ideal Primary Class.” The 
report of her address says : 

She preferred the word “ primary” to “ infant" class. It should be 
composed of children from two to eight years, and should be 
placed under the charge of one superintendent, but she should not 


- have the entire instruction of the class, as the older ones would be 


apt to answer all the questions while others never answer any 
One teacher in charge cannot get close to the children to converse 
with them. In the matter of visitations it was not possible for 
the teacher to visit all the scholars. That each child may receive 
attention, let its attendance be marked and its home be visited ; the 
class should be divided into smaller classes of about ten each, and the 
teacher of this smaller number can get nearer to them, and can 
freely converse with them. The question arises, How can we get so 
many assistant teachers? I always try to get the mothers of little 
children, and ask them to bring their children with them. Every 
person who undertakes to be a primary teacher should study 
childhood ; by noticing ihe habits of children we learn how to teach 
them. It matters not what age the teachers of primary classes are. 
An old person can make a good primary teacher. I have made 
very acceptable assistants of young ladies from the Bible class. 
The first thing I should look for in a teacher would be that he or 
she be truly a Christian; and the next, a belief in Christian piety. 
There should be vivacity and an earnest searching for the truth 
There is a great deal for the primary teacher todo. The question 
of subdivision into smaller classes may meet with objections, but I 
would divide classes of thirty or forty into three or four classes, 
The place for the ideal primary class is worthy of our attention. 
It is pretty much a dream room yet. It is a pleasant, cosy room, 
perhaps the church parlor, where the colors of the carpet attract 
their attention, with no elevated platform and benches, but little 
chairs. When the primary superintendent addresses the class, the 
chairs are in a straight line ; but when the class is divided, they 
are gathered around the assistant teachers. There should be a 
small organ, several pictures, and a cabinet iu which to store the 
objects used in illustrating subjects spoken of. 


The discipline in the ideal primary class should be such as is | 


homelike. Never tell children to keep quiet. but if they feel the 
inclination to talk or move around I think the fault is in myself. 
Should the scholars show listlessness or a desire to change, 
straighten yourself up, and the example will be followed by the 
members of the class. The teacher should call upon the children 
and receive them socially at her home. Teachers can do a great 


amount of good work by having the children come to their homes | 
and engaging with them at certain hours in social games and | 





music, and sing the best hymns; do not ask questions which you 
do not think they can answer; give personal invitations; if 
teachers do not attend, go for them; create enthusiasm in the 
class; if the superintendent does not feel competent to conduct 
the teachers’-meeting, select some competent person to do so, 
There should be a specified time for the adjournment of the meet- 
ing An hour, or an hour and a half, would be a sufficient length 
for a session; we should occasionally change the manner of con 

ducting the meetings, The teachers’-meeting should not be united 
with prayer-meetings unless the teachers were unable to attend 

separate meetings; where all the churches are able to hold separate 
teachers’-meetings it is better to do so. 

John R. Whitney, of Philadelphia, was chosen president 
of the Association; Eli S. Reinhold, of Mahanoy City, 
statistical secretary ; and Lewis D. Vail, of Philadelphia, 
chairman of the executive committee. The office of state 
secretary will be filled by the executive committee, to 
which also the choice of place for the next anniversary was 
referred. 


FRANCIS MURPHY’S FAREWELL. 


On Sunday evening, June 17, the great temperance 
apostle, Francis Murphy, held his farewell meeting in 
Philadelphia, where he has labored for some three months. 
The Tabernacle was filled, and crowds unable to gain admit- 
tance lingered upon the surrounding sidewalks. 


During Mr. Murphy’s labors in this city over fifty thousand 
persons have signed the temperance pledge, and many 
have been supplied with work, and otherwise cared for. 
The following sketch taken from The Philadelphia Times, 
will be read with interest : 


The only thing to wonder at is that out of the thousands of 
hardened characters that have found their way to the Murphy 
meetings not a greater number have been found unworthy of con- 
fidence. The “frauds” 


which have surrounded Murphy are 
really few. 


They are quickly detected, and are sent on their way 
in short metre, One man has been sent to the penitentiary, This 
person had obtained an appointment as usher, and for some time 
had worn his badge of office unsuspected. Finally it was dis- 
covered that he was a thief, and it having been proven that he had 
stolen a watch he was convicted and sentenced. As is well known, 
for some time Concert Hall was a regular refuge for tramps and 
bummers, Every day two or three hundred flocked to the noon 
meeting and partook of sandwiches. Then, one by one, they were 
admitted to the committee room and given tickets which secured 
them a night’s lodging and breakfast, or were allowed to discard 
their well-worn clothing and given a new outfit. The news spread 
all over the country among the Brotherhood of Tramps, Phila- 
delphia was represented as the tramps’ paradise, and here they 
came from many distant points, Of course there were a great 
many persons in real want who were greatly benefited by the 
aid proffered by the Murphy relief committee, but it soon became 
evident that help was tendered to a good proportion of the appli 
cants who were not worthy of notice. The committee room became 
infested with vermin, and after a couple of hundred of the un- 
washed members of the Tramp Brigade had passed through, the 
room was by no means a sweet-smelling place, Finally this busi- 
ness came to the end, and simultaneously with the change of head- 
quarters from Concert Hall to the annex on Broad Street the 
relief committee’s work terminated. A great many have been 
helped since, but they are first vouched for and are known to be 
worthy of aid. 


There were a few addresses on the occasion of the fare- 
well meeting. In addition to those of several reformed 
men, was one from Miss Frances E. Willard. Mr. Mur- 
phy made the closing address, in which he thanked the 
various classes of laborers who had helped him, particu- 
larly remembering the reporters and newspaper men 
generally. In closing he said: 





Make Christ the centre of all you do. Don’t be discouraged if 
you have not graduated from some grand institution. It’s the 
| foolishness of preaching that converts by the grace of God. Stand 
| by your experience and get away from your fine rhetoric, and if 
you mean to tear down this accursed building of intemperance 
| open your hearts. Don’t dare to do anything in secret that you 
| will not dare to stand on Broad Street and do 


In conclusion, 

men, I say to you, do not stop. This is not the time to go into 

| winter quarters Let us go forward. The sea will divide, our 
starry flag shall lead the way. Let us stand together, shoulder to 
shoulder, hand to hand, and heart to heart, until the last man has 
been redeemed, 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


other harmless amusements, always closing the visit with religious | 


instructions, singing, and prayer, Little children can receive re- 
ligious impressions; they are not too young to be thus taught. It 
is possible for children to live Christian lives, and they may be 
taught to pray while young. 

Upon “ How to conduct teachers’-meetings,”’ Mr. Jacobs 
said : 

He would select the ablest leader he could find to conduct 
them; they should be conducted by questions rather than by lec- 
tures; magazines and Sunday-school papers, lesson leaves, etc., 
should not be brought into the school, the Bible should be the 
basis of the exercises; we should try to get all to come who will; 
to secure the attendance of the teachers and others, we should 
make the meetings interesting; have them social; have the best 


| —The Reformed Sunday-schools of Tarrytown, N. Y., 
recently celebrated their anniversaries. At the Second 
Church on Monday, June 11, Ralph Wells and the Rev. 
Dr. Sawyer, of Irvington, N. Y., addressed the assembly ; 
and at the First Church, on Sunday, June 17, the Rey. 
George A. Peltz, and Mr. Jacob Brimkerhoff, of Brooklyn, 
were the speakers. 


—At the fifth anniversary of the Marcy Avenue Baptist 
Sunday-school, of Brooklyn, held June 3, the superin- 
tendent’s report showed that during the year 287 scholars 
had been added to the school, making its present actual 
membership 753. The school began with sixty-five teachers 
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and scholars. Over fifty members of classes in the school 
are of the class so hard to retain —the very young men. 


—Concerning the recent Inter-state Convention of the 
“Christian” Sunday-school workers of Ohio and Indiana, 
held at Union City, Ind., May 29to June 1, 1877, the Rev. 
F. M. Green writes: “The attendance was quite large, as 
may be seen by the following table, which does not include 
delegates from Union City : 


OHIO. INDIANA. TOTAL. 
Preachers 14 26 40 
Superintendents 15 35 50 
Teachers 9 56 65 
Scholars 38 &8 126 
Total, 76 205 281 


There is a noticeable difference in the attendance from 
the two states, but this is explained by the fact that 
the “Christians,” or “ Disciples of Christ,” have but few 
churches near the western border of Ohio, and that their 
churches are quite numerous near the eastern border of 
Indiana. The spirit of the Convention was admirable, and 
as it was a convention of workers no time was wasted on 
trivial matters. The Rev. L. L. Carpenter, of Ohio, was 
chosen president of the Convention, and the Rev. J. A 
Roberts, of Indiana, secretary. Addresses, essays, and nor- 
mal class work received careful attention. The Convention 
expressed a desire for a Normal Class Manual, and gave the 
preparation of such a work into the hands of the Rev. F. M. 
Green, of Ohio, their Sunday-school secretary, with an advi- 
sory committee of two from each of the states represented 
in the Convention. 


PERSONAL. 


—The Rev. Dr. H. H. Wheeler, editor of The Methodist. 
delivered the annual address before the students of Laselle 
Seminary, Auburndale, Mass., on Wednesday, June 13. 


—Messrs. Needham and Sankey held meetings in Cohas- 
set, Mass, June 17-23. Mr. Needham proceeded thence 


to Portland, Me.; St. Johns, New Brunswick; and Hali- 
fax, Nova Scotia. 





—Edward Bristol, who is well known in the state of 
New York as a lay preacher, has received ordination from 
the Buffalo Presbytery. Mr. Bristol proposes to continue 
his work of evangelism. 


—The Rev. Dr. Robert Lowry, the well-known Sunday- 
school music composer and editor, is announced as orator 
for the Commencement of the Western Pennsylvania Clas- 
sical and Scientific Institute. 


—The University of the City of New York has conferred 
the degree of D.D. on the Rev. Lyman Abbott, and that of 
Ph.D. on Mr. Charles B. Warring, author of the recent 
work, ‘‘The Mosaic Account of Creation.” 


—The Rev. Henry M. Parsons, of Boston, having 
attended the State Sunday-school Convention at Buffalo 
N. Y., tarried in that city over the Sabbath, and preached 
at the Lafayette Street Presbyterian Church. 


—Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster, of Brooklyn, N. Y., who 
is well known to readers of The Sunday School Times, is 
announced as a regular contributor to The Christian 
Intelligencer. That paper is to be congratulated on its 
new helper. 

—The Rev. Dr. Augustus Blauvelt, who showed such a 
lack of acquaintance with the fact and teachings of the Old 
Testament, in a series of articles in Scribner’s Magazine, is 
at last fairly outside of the Reformed Church, with the doc- 
trines of which he had so little sympathy. 


—The Rev. Dr. W. S. Plumer, of Columbia, 8. C., whose 
watch-night colloquy with Mr. Moody, at the Philadelphia 
depot church a year and a half ago became so widely 
known for good, sailed for Europe last week, to attend the 
General Council of the Presbyterian Church in Edinburgh. 


—Colonel Robert Cowden, of Galion, Ohio, so long the 
efficient secretary of the State Sunday-school Convention 
eof Ohio, has been chosen secretary of the General Sunday- 
school Association of the United Brethren Church, in place 
of the Rev. Isaac Crouse, who has occupied that place for 
the past twelve years. 


—The death of the Rev. John S. C. Abbott brings to a 
multitude the sense of a personal loss. His “ Mother at 
Home,” and his “ Child at Home,” taught precious lessons 
to the readers, young and old, of a generation since ; and his 


later historical works have been widely read with more 
than common interest. 


—Mr. E. F. Crane has for thirty years superintended the 
Presbyterian Sunday-school of Mount Sterling, Ill. He 
recently tendered his resignation, the acceptance of which 
was unanimously declined, and a series of resolutions was 
passed by the school gratefully recognizing the past work, 
and expressing higher purposes for the future. ~ 
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Short Studies on Great Subjects. By James Anthony 
Froude, M.A. (Third Series.) New York: Scribner, Arm- 
strong, & Co.—This third series of Mr. Froude’s essays is very 
readable. In no previous work have the author's critical 
acumen and elegance of style been more apparent. It con- 
sists of nine articles, contributed, with two exceptions, to 
various periodicals. Of these one, that on the “ Revival of 
Romanism,” deserves special mention. No abler arraignment 
of the pretensions and policy of the Roman Catholic Church 
could be asked for. It is keen, cogent, and judicial. But it 
was mainly written, we infer, some years since, for its allu- 
sions to the progress of the Roman faith in Britain seem 
to be based upon its growth twenty years ago. Mr. Froude 
says: ‘ The Episcopal Church of England, with its collateral 
branches, no longer lends strength to the cause of Protestant- 
ism. It is the enemy's chief depot and recruiting ground.” 
This statement is incorrect and unjust. The conversion of 
Newmans, and Fabers, and Mannings is a thing of the past, 
and the Ritualists assert with truth that figures showing that 
they have increased the number of secessions to Rome cannot 
be produced. Tractarianism, beginning in 1834, unquestiona- 
bly did increase those secessions, for to the Oxford visionaries 
and enthusiasts the case of the Church of England seemed 
hopeless. Ritualism, beginning in 1861, has, if anything 
turned the tide the other way. Mr. Froude might naturally 
have said that it has stopped secessions by furnishing the 
sacerdotal system at home. But what he does say is that the 
average High Church curate fills his flock with aspirations 
which his church cannot gratify. This is a question of fact. 
and the figures, for fifteen years past, seem to be on the An 
glican side. But this is a minor matter; the general argu- 
ment of the article is unanswerable. Mr. Froude’s happy 
union of wit and force is finely illustrated in this paragraph : 
“A Protestant, from the nature of things, comes in contact 
with the Catholic system in its most seductive form. Where 
it has been in power, the Church of Rome has shown its real 
colors. It has alienated every honest mind in Spain and 
Italy, just as three centuries ago it alienated the forefathers 
of those who are now returning to its bosom. In Protestant 
countries where it is in opposition, it wears the similitude of 
an angel. It is energetic and devoted; it avoids scandal: it 
appeals to toleration, and, therefore, pretends to be itsel! 
tolerant. Elsewhere it has killed the very spirit of religion 
and those who break from it believe nothing.” In the “ An 
nals of an English Abbey ” Mr. Froude also takes strong Pro- 
testant ground. The other articles are political, biographical, 
or general. (12mo, pp. 400. Cloth, $2.50.) 


The new Sunday-school hymn-books for this year begin to 
arrive at our table. We give below the names of the half 
dozen first comers, and delay the reviewing of them until the 
number is full. Then it is our purpose to publish a full and 
careful review of them all, prepared by a competent and im 
partial hand, in such a way as to give to Sunday-schools the 
best aid in judging for themselves as to the special merits o: 
defects of each. 1. Welcome Tidings; by Rev. Robert Lowry 
W. H. Doane, and Ira D. Sankey. Cincinnati: J. Church & 
Co. New York: Biglow & Main. 2. Jasper and Gold; by 
J. C. O'Kane. Cincinnati: Chicago and St. Louis: Hitch 
cock & Walden. 3. Heavenward; by James R. Murray. 
Cleveland: 8. Brainard’s Sons. 4. Songs of Gratitude; by 
James H. Fillmore. Cincinnati: Fillmore Bros. 5. Songs 
of Beulah; by Rev. 8S. L. Harkey and J. M. Barringer. 
Philadelphia: Lee & Walker. 6. Crystal Songs; by J. W. 
Bischoff and Otis F. Presbrey. Toledo, Ohio: W. W. Whit- 
ney. Besides the foregoing, we have received The Music 
Reader; by Dr. Leopold Meigner and William W. Keys. 
Fourth edition. Philadelphia: W. H. Boner & Co. The 
School Song Book for young ladies’ seminaries ; by C. Everest. 
Boston: Ditson. Hymns du Croyant for sale by Pennington 
& Son, Philadelphia. This last is interesting as an illustra 
tion of the wide-spread currency of the best American Sun. 
day-school hymns. Translated into French, they are sung 
wherever Sunday-schools gather and revival meetings are 
held throughout French Christendom. It is like meeting an 
old friend in a strange land to find here “ Safe in the Arms of 
Jesus” (Sur toi je me repose), “‘ Hold the Fort” (Le signal de 
la vietorie), “‘ Happy Day” (O jour heureuz), and others, to the 
same music that they are sung to through the English-speak- 
ing world. 


The Cyclopedia of Education: A Dictionary of Information 
for the use of Teachers, School Officers, Parents, and others. 
Edited by Henry Kiddle, Superintendent of Public Schools, 
New York City, and Alexander J. Schem, Assistant Superin- 
tendent of Public Schools, New York City. New York: 
E. Steiger —The wonder is that a work of this kind has not 
been attempted before. Any one who has studied the science 
of education or the art of teaching is aware how difficult it has 
been to obtain information concerning the various subjects 
included in this study. Here in a volume of reasonable com- 
pass are treated the theory and history and methods of educa- 
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tion ; together with biographical sketches of distinguished 
educators; information about the principal collegiate institu- 
tions of this country and Europe ; and much of other material 
concerning subjects of study in the schools, systems of relig- 
ious training, and the teaching of special classes like the deaf 
and dumb, the blind, and idiots. Indeed, there is so much of 
valuable matter between these covers, that it would seem as 
if every teacher would want the book always at hand for ref- 
erence. It is more than a book for teachers. It is a compact, 
general cyclopedia for those who cannot afford a full set of 
Appleton’s or Johnson’s series. An extended article on Sun- 
day-schools, by the Rev. Dr. D. P. Kidder, in spite of its 
denominational twist, brings together many facts concerning 
this department of education into convenient shape for refer- 
ence. -As awhole, the work by both editors and contributors 
has been creditably done. 


a ae 


The Christian Way. By the Rev. Washington Gladden. 
New York: Dodd, Mead & Co.—Mr. Gladden has added to 
his previous little books on the Christian life, one bearing 
the above title, and marked by the usual excellences of the 
author. As his theme does not demand that philosophic 
penetration which some subjects require, he has a fine field 
for his brisk, vivacious style, and his practical common sense. 
We wi-h that in his discussion of the Christian's aim and 
calling, the Christian in the church, as a witness, in business, 
in society, and the Christian’s quiet life, he had discnased 
his amusements; for we think that Mr. Gladden would have 
treated this point wisely and well. He is a writer for our 
time; he has no sympathy with the stress and anxieties and 
deep questionings of our earlier history, but he knows the 
men of our time, and how to answer their questions. We 
believe him essentially sound; and if recent publications of 
his betray a warped and imperfect conception of the Atone- 
ment, this little book gives no indication of it. It discloses, 
as do all his books, a manly spirit, a good deal like the 
English Charles Kingsley; and to all earnest and manly 
pirits his writings will bring much light and help. (16mo, 
pp. 142. Cloth.) 








Camp, Court, and Siege. By Wickham Hoffman. New 
York: Harper & Brothers —The author of this book was an 
assistant adjutant-general in our war, and served in Paris as 
Secretary of Legation during the siege of that city. What he 
saw and heard in those exciting times he tells here in a 
naarative whose interest does not depend on its literary 
style. The stories of General Butler’s occupancy of New 
Orleans are new, and Mr. Hoffman offers a graver supple- 
ment to James Parton’s laudatory accounts of the celebrated 
military government of that city. The whole credit of the 
New Orleans expedition he assigns to General Butler, on 
good authority of facts. Of the state of the besieged French 
capital he presents a trustworthy historical picture. (12mo, 
pp. 285. Cloth.) 


The Wonders of Prayer. A Remarkable Record of Well- 
Authenticated Answers to Prayer. By Henry T. Williams. 
New York: Henry T. Williams —That God is quite as ready 
to answer prayer to-day as he was in the days of Elijah we 
have not a doubt. That he does give direct answers to specific 
requests from his faith-filled children, every believer who has 
tested him can bear witness to, outof hisown experience. In 
this little book are grouped together a great many illustra- 
tions of answers'to prayer. Some of them are well-known 
incidents. All of them are claimed on the title-page as “ well 
authenticated,” although many of them are given without any 
mention of time, place, and person to aid in their verification. 
The reading of such incidents sometimes strengthens the faith 
of Christian believers. (12mo, pp. 408. Cloth, $1.50). 


Moody's Talks on Temperance. New York: National Tem- 
perance Society —The Rev. James B. Dunn has compiled and 
arranged these sermons and talks of Mr. Moody. They were 
given during the progress of the Tabernacle work in Boston, 
and are illustrated by many interesting anecdotes and inci- 
dents of the period under notice. Mr. Moody has been won- 
derfully aided by the Holy Spirit im all his work, and 
thousands of reformed men trace the beginnings of their new 
and better life to the stirring words which have fallen from 
his lips. It is well that they should be preserved in the per- 
manent form of the volume before us. A good portrait of Mr. 
Moody embellishes it. (12mo, pp. 248. Cloth, $1.00.) 


Siz Little Cooks. Chicago: Jansen, McClurg, & Co—The 
very prettiest cookery book that ever found itself between 
covers. Six little girls petition their Aunt Jane, a notable 
housekeeper, to teach them what she knows about bread, 
cake, pies, pudding, and sauces. She complies, and not only 
are her excellent and trustwo-thy recipes given, but the 
plainest and fullest directions with regard to their use, so 
that Aunt Jane's class may be indefinitely multiplied. Many 
a young wifgwould find this little manual a treasure, and if 
it helps to make girls feel that good cooking is as real an 
accomplishment as good piano playing, it will not have been 
written in vain. (12mo, pp. 236. Cloth, $1.00.) 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
(An books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head. The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice.) 

Tar Myrnoiocy or Greece ann Rome. From the 
German of 0.Seemann. Edited by G. H. Bian- 
chi, B.A. Lllustiated. 16mo, op pit. Cloth, New 
York: Harper & Brothers. (J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 

Jounson’s New Itivstratep Untversat Crc.ropampta. 
Vol. 3: Lichfield—R, Edited by Frederick A. P. 
Barnard and Arnold Guyot, narto, pp. 1760. 
Half Turkey. New York: A. J. Johnson 4 Son. 

Tue Crerns or Curistenpom, with a History and 
Critical Notes. By Philip Schaff, D.D., LL.D. In 
three volumes. 8vo. Cloth. New York: Harper 
& Brothers, (J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 

Tates or tHe Wuire Hits. By Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne, (Vest-Pocket Series.) 3zmo, pp. 96. 
Cloth, 50 cents, Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 
(Claxton. Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 

Lire or Jesus Cunist ron tuk Young. By Richard 
Newton, D.D. Illustrated. Parts 7 and 8. Quarto, 
Paper, 25 cents per part, Philadelphia: Gebbie 
& Barrie, 615 Sansom Street. 

Favonitr Poems. By Alfred Tennyson. Illustrated. 
(Vest-Pocket Series.) 32mo, pp. 96. Cloth, 60 
cents. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. (Claxton, 
Remsen & Haffelfinger.) 

Servis and Roumania. By George M. Towle. With 
Maps and Illustrations, 18mo, pp. 91. Cloth, 50 
cents. Boston: James R. Oagood & Co. (Claxton, 
Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 

On tue Cuorce or Booxs. By Thomas Carlyle. (Vest- 
Pocket Series.) 32mo, pp. 94. Cloth, 50 cents. 
Boston: James R,. Osgood & Co. (Claxton, Rem- 
sen, & Haffelfinger.) 

Favorite Poems. By Thomas Hood. (Vest-Pocket 
Series.) 32mo, pp. 96. Cloth, 50 cents. Boston: 
James R. Osgood & Co. (Claxton, Remsen, & 
Haffelfinger ) 

Art Epvucation Aprirep to Inpustry. By George 
Ward Nichols, Lliustrated. 8vo, pp. 211. Cloth. 
New York: Harper & Brothers, (J. B. Lippincott 
& Co.) 7 

Tue American Senator. A Novel. By Anthony 
Trollope. 8vo, pp, 190, Paper, 50 cents. New 
York: Harper & Brothers. (J. B, Lippincott & Co.) 

Tue Deap Secret. A Novel. By Wilkie Collins. 
8vo, pp. 144, Cloth, $1.00. Philadelphia: T, B. 
Peterson & Brothers. 


Pamphlets. 


Tha Sainted Ones of the Household. By the Rev. 
A. 8. Chesebrough, (Tract.) New York: American 
Tract Society. 

Fifth Annual Report of the Silk Association of 
America. New York City, May 9, 1877. Franklin 
Allen, secretary, 93 Duane Street, 

Light in Darkness. Sermon preached in the 
Asylum Avenue Baptist Church by the Rev. Forrest 
F. Emerson, Hartford: The Case, Lockwood & 
Brainard Co, 

The Creation, a Service of Sacred Song, with 
Connective Readings, from the Holy Scriptures. 
Compiled by the Rev. J. Wilkins, London: Sunday 
School Union, 56 Old Bailey. 


Music. 
Touch me Gently, Father Time. Words by Samuel 


N. Mitchell. Music by Charlie Baker. Cincinnati, 
Ohio: F. W. Heimick, 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


“Sonas oF Bev.an,” the new Sunday- 
school singing book. 35 cents; $30 per 100. 
Lee & Walker, 1113 Chestnut Street, Phila. 

Tue “ Food for the Lambs,” published in 
Springfield, Ill., by Edwin A. Wilson, is one 
of the best little papers issued in this coun- 
try, if the kind words spoken for it by very 
many of the dear friends who have charge of 
the little folks in our Sunday-schools mean 
anything. 





No REMEDY equals the admirable Cough 
Lozenges known as Spencer's Chloramine 
Pastilles. Druggists have a ready sale for 
them. Principal Depot, 107 North Ninth 
Street, Philadelphia. Send 10 cents for 
sample box. Johnson, Holloway, & Co., 
Special Agents, Phila. 

VANILLA CHocoLATEe.—The highest per- 
fection 1s obtained in the goods made by 
Walter Baker & Co., who received the first 
award over all the world, even at the Paris 
Exposition. Ask your Grocer for Baker’s, 
and you will get the very best Vanilla 
Chocolate in the market. 





Ons of the best books, of a popular char- 
acter, says The Sunday School Times, giving 
a full history of the books of the Old and 
New Testaments and*the Apocrypha, their 
authors, time and circumstances connected 
with their productions, etc., is the Com- 
panton to the Bible, by the American Tract 
Society, New York, Depository, 1512 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

SUMMER TRAVEL. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad Co. have 
issued a large, finely illustrated book on 
Summer Excursion Routes. These books are 
for gratuitous distribution, and ean be ob- 
tained at the principal ticket offices of that 








road. Persons planning a week or two of 
pleasure travel, will do well to consult this 
carefully prepared book of routes before 
making definite arrangements. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 





Saratoga Srrines.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute, open all the year, is the headquarters of the 
Christian and Literary elite seeking health or pleas- 
= — full information send for descriptive 
circular. 





Important TO Persons Vistrinc New Yorx.—One of 
the best kept and most convenient hotels for Mer- 
chants and others to stop at when in New York is the 
Grand Union Hotel, nearly opposite the Grand Cen- 
tral Depot, kept on the European plan—you there- 
fore only pay for what yn a | eee” by ng is first 
class, and prices moderate, adapted to the stringency 
of the times. You save the expense of carriage hire, 
and by leaving your baggage check at the counter of 
the Hotel, your baggage will be delivered in your 
rooms, fi nm minutes after the arrival of the cars 
free of expense. We advise you to give the Grand 








Union a trial. 
——___—_—_________—— | PRAYER ?’”’ 
It contains many beautiful departments 
PUBLICATIONS, FULTON-STREET PRAYER-MEETING;” 





Light on the Dark River, or Memorials of Mrs. 
Henrietta A. L. Hamlin. $1. 

The Confessions of Augustine. Edited, with 
Introduction, 7 Prot. Wm. G. T. Shedd. 


$1.50 
BOSTON. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers. Poor have 





S. S. TEACHERS’ COMMENTARY. 


LYMAN ABBOTT ON THEACTS 


One volume, illustrated, $1.75. A discount on 
quantities. 

“Destined to be the Commentary for thoughtful 
Bible readers ... Simple, attractive, correct, and 
judicious in the use of learning.”"—Rev. Howard 


This book should be in every Christian home, 
scholars, and especially to clergymen. 


willing minds to learn of the Great Comforter, 


400 Pages. 


ANSWERS TO PRAYER. 
A Book For Every Christian. 


“THE WONDERS OF PRAYER.” 


This book contains exceedingly interesting and valuable incidents and contributions, related or 
described by the pens of the following eminent clergymen and editors, and known to be of perfect 
authenticity: D. L. Moody, Charles Spurgeon, Dr. Newman Hall, Dr E F Hatfield, Dr. W. W. 
Patton, Dr. S. I. Prime, Rev, C.G Finney, Rev. Dr, Cleaveland, Rev. S. H Platt, Dr J. B. Water- 
bury, Dr Krummacher, Bishop Simpson, Dr. Irvine, Admiral Williams, Charles Muller, Dr. Cullis, 
Martin Luther, John Knox, Washington Allston, (the artist.) and many others; also, many home 
missionaries connected with the Methodist Missionary Society and the American Tract Society. 
the editors of the principal religious journals of the United States, 


The Most Wonderful Book of Modern Times. 


To a greater extent than any other book, and in an extraordinary recital of facts, with over five hun- 
dred interesting incidents, it fully answers that all-important question, “DOES GOD ANSWER 


Also, 


“THE FAITH OF LITTLE CHILDREN ;” “THE 

“PRAYERS 
“ ANSWER TO PRAYER IN BUSINESS AND SOCIAL ANXIETIES ;” 
COME;” “THE BEAUTY OF CHRISTIAN LIVING.” 
lowing cases: Help in Poverty; Relief from Starvation ; Insanity Cured ; Drunkenness Cured ; Appe- 
tite for Tobacco and Liquors Taken wholly Away; Souls Converted and Saved; Bad Men Con- 
founded; Oppressors and Wrong-doers Punished; Wonderful Revivals; Proofs of the Existence of 
the Holy Spirit ; Timely Help in Financial Danger and Need ; How Liberal Gifts to the Lord and the 
ve been Blessed; How the Sick, Poor, Afflizted, and Helpless have been Cared for Con- 
stantly ; How Work and Employment have been Obtained. 


ANSWERED FOR HEALING:” 
“EVIL HABITS OVER- 


Also, answers to prayer heard in the fol- 


It is invaluable to all Sabbath school teachers, 


It should be given to every child, for it contains pure and 
beautiful instruction to encourage the faith of every one, and aims to lead all to come with more 


Price, Cloth, $1.50; Morocco, $2. 
SOLD ONLY BY SUBSCRIPTION. 


Crosby, D.D. SENT BY MAIL ON RECEIPT OF PRICE. 


“Incomparably the best we know for the next 
uarter’s lessons.”—Rev. C. S. Robinson, D.D., in The 
ristian Weekly. 
“A member of my family has used it in preference 
to all others in conducting a large and adult Bible 
class.”"—Prof. Austin Phelps, Andover Seminary. 


A. 8. BARNES & (0., Publishers, N. Y. 


AGENTS WANTED. 





SEND FOR AGENTS TERMS. 


N. B.—A Special Circular, with more full description of Contents, sent to Ministers, Teachers, 
and Members of Churches, on receipt of P. O. stamp, 


HENRY T. WILLIAMS, Publisher, 
46 Beekman St., New York. 





50,000 COPIES SOLD 





In one month, of 


* HEAVENTWARD,” 


The new collection of Sunday-school Songs, by 
JAMES R. MURRAY, 
Containing all the best songs of 
P. P. BLISS, 


(And the only new book in which his most famous 
songs will be found) together with an unequaled 
collection of bright and beautiful new songs for the 
Sunday-school, by the leading writers in America. 

Bap Don't fail to examine it. -@a 
Sunday-school workers should also try 


THE WELCOME, $2 32"qusly, fine book, 


ieffer, Rev. 


Graley, J. R. M d oth | Oe 8 Et on oor 
A. A, Graley, J. R. Murray, and others. Catalogues & month and expe oe : 
of our Sunany-echool and other music books cont | Wt Gooas To DEALERS. tamales FREB. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


$77 a Week to Agents. $10 Outfit FREE. 
P. O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 


a day athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 











a week in your own town. Terms and $ out. 
fit free. H. Haterr & Co., Portland, Maine. 


| $8 a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- 
« SON & SMITH, New York City. 


r day athome. Samples worth $%- 
$5 to 20 es bamen & Co., Portland, Maine, 














& CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 


Send 3c. stan p to insure answer. 
free. Sample copies of above (in paper covers) | 8. FOSTER & CO. Cincinuadi, 0. 
mailed for 25 cents. Price, in boards, 35 cents; $30 — : 
per 100. For sale by most booksellers. 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, 
PUBLISHERS, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 





THE FULL HISTORY OF THE WONDERFUL 


Moody and ‘Sankey 


— In Great Britain and America, Is the latest, fullest, 
and best. Has double the amount of matter, more 
MUS Ic BOOK ‘ ’ | and better illustrations, and is every way superior. 
2 je. = pages. apne Be not oe ae 
r | the best. Agents sen ircular wit est terms 
THE SHINING RIVER! | ever heard P- 3 — Address 
Of this and similar books for Sabbath schools it | H. 8S. GOODSPEED & CO., 
may be said, that most of the hymns are equally | New York, or Cincinnati, O. 
ood for adults, and for more youthful singers. | : a ad i: a 
here is no “age” about them. Do not fail to add 





‘} the pure and sweet contents of this collection to 


what you love and use in public and at home! W 
Price, 36 cts. Reduction for quantities. M N EY A N E D. 
am . 10 Per Cent. Interest. 
MRS. VAN COTT’S Secured by improved farm and city property worth 


| pecs the loan at bed rock values, besides insurance 
P R A I S q B QO fe) K on buildings. For particulars and references address 


| H. B. SMITH, LACROSSE, WISCONSIN. 

This new book is to take its part in the future 
work of a most successful revivalist, and will be 
used by all denominations, Price, 35 cts. Reduc- 


tion for quantities. 
GOOD NEWS! GOOD NEWS! 


All have not yet heard it, but all should do so. 
A charming collection of lyrics for Sabbath school 
or other —— Don’t sing in one good book 
forever, but try the new books and the new authors. 





-Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 


A great discovery!—a new soap compound! It 


. a a 
Price, 36 cts. Reduction for quantities, soothes, softens, and whitens the skin, has wonder- 
ful healing and superior washing properties, and is 


tso . 

Di n & Co’s Musical Monthly. equally suited for the bath, nursery, and general 
20 pages of Music, Sheet Music size. Choice and toilet. Itis delightfully perfumed, and sold every- 

new pieces, Vocal and Instrumental. For sale by Where at_a moderate price. Registered in Patent 

all Music and Newsdealers. Office, 1876, by the manufacturers. : ] 

Any book sent by mail, post free, on receipt of price. McKEONE, VAN HAAGEN & CO,, Philadelphia. 


OLIVER DITSON &CO., Boston. 4 


C. H. DITSON 4 CO, J. E. DITSON & CO. 





YRAY BATHING FLANNEL, Wc, YARD, 
eB Children’s Striped Half Socks, 25c. 
Children’sBalbriggan hose, 35c., Silk Clocks. 


French Rib Hose, silk imitation, 12%, 25 to 37Xe. 
&S Broadway, Buccessorsto Lee & Walker, | adies’ Fine Fancy Hose, 1244, 25, 50c. to $1. 
New York. Philadelphia. Ladies’ Summer Gloves, 3, 8, 10, 124% to 18e. 





NITROUS OXIDE GAS ie ci 
tist, 9: . 


39 SPRUCE STREET, Philadelphia, Pa. 
No Teeth Extracted that should be saved. 


Lisle Thread Gloves, 25 to 3714e. Rich Silk Frills. 
‘Torchon Lace and Hamburg Edging, 5, 124 to 5ue. 
Fine, Soft Wool Flannels, 12)4, 18, 25 to 50¢, 

Pearl Shirt and Dress Buttons, 2, 12}4, 25 to 50c, 


OWEN EVANS’ Cheap Store, 


128 North Eighth St., door below Cherry. 


POSS SESS 00 Ep wes. V 28. CARES IRS Extra Fine Mixed Cards, with name, 10 cents, 
+ RB. HOLOOMB , P.M. at Mallet Creek, Ohio. 25 post-paid, L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 











| 0 aday. Employment forall. Catalogues 
* free. Samples, 25 cents. | 
ELTOD 





CHURCH FURNITURE. 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted. 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 

Vaypuzey & Tier, 102 E, 2d St., Cincinnati. 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY 








Bell Founders, Troy, N. ¥. 


Manufacture a superior oa, of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 


4a illustrated Catalogues sent free. 





J. & R. LAMB, 
CHURCH FURNITURE, 
69 Carmine Street, New York. 
Pulpits, Communion Tables, &c., 
always in stock. 8.S. Banners, silk 

and gold, $5.00 each. 
Illus. Catalogues, | Furniture, 10c. 
Banners, Texts & Decorations, 10c. 

































THE NATIONAL SCHOOL FURNITURE co. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS, 
111 & 113 William St., N 






Y., and 113 & 115 State St., 
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$3 PRINTING PRESS 

Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
G\ any press. Larger sizes for large work. 
Do your own printing and advertising 
and save . Excellent spare hour 
amusement for young orold. Can be 
made a money making business any- 
where. Send 3c. stamp for large cata- 


WH 








logue to KELSEY & CO., Manuf’s, Meriden. Conn. 





BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
i ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Tol- 








let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rosrnson Bros. & Ce. Boston. 




















Jane 30, 1877.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








EDUCATIONAL. 





NITED STATES SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
U DIRECTORY FOR 1877. 
200 pages, with — and Illustrations. 

Circulars of all the leading schools combined in 
this one publication, a standard medium of com- 
munication between schools and intending patrons, 
wherein parents and guardians may obtain all the 
information relating to the better class of scholastic 
institutions in the country necessary to the selec- 
tion of such a one as they may be in search of, 
without the inconvenience incident to the usual 
means of collecting the same. | 

For the above-stated purpose free upon receipt of 
postage, 6 cents. 

Pamphlets and information of schools furnished 
GRATUITOUSLY. 

HEADQUARTERS ror SCHOOL INFORMATION, 
T. COTESWORTH PINCKNEY. 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 

AGENCY FOR SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS. 

PRINCIPALS and Heads of Families will find it to 
their interest to examine our list of teachers, grad- 
uates of best American and Foreign Colleges. (No 
charge to Principals or Families.) 

Tutors and Governesses; Professors, American 
and Foreign; Principals and Assistants; Teachers 
for any department supplied with first-class posi- 
tions. Send stamp for application form. 

The School Gazette, interesting to teacher, to 
pupil, to parent. Send for specimen copy. 

30 UNION SQUARE (4th Ave. side), New York. 


American and Foreign 
TEACHERS’ AGENCY, 


23 Union Square (Broadway side),New York, 





Supplies Principals for Public Schools, Academies, 
oat Boarding Schools, Professors, Tutors, and 
Governesses ; gives information of good Schools to 
Parents. 

Twelve years’ successful a in the 
management of “American School Institute!’ 
affords superior facilities for meeting any demand. 

For information apply to MISS M. J. YOUNG. 


A ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL. 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 


Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 

hia, Rev. H. Clay mbull, Editor Sunday School 
Kimes. Send for circulars to 


CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
Washington Heights, ll, 


National School of Elocution and Oratory, 
1418 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
ForClergymen, Lawyers, Teachers, BUsiness Men, 
and all classes of advanced Students. Attention to 
Conversation, Oratory, Vocal Culture, Reading and 
Recitation. Chartered March, 1875. Grants yy 
Both sexes admitted. {Summer term opens July 2d. 
Students entered at anytime. Day and Evening 
Classes.) Send for Catalogue. 
J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., 
President. 








STEUBENVILLE, 0., FEMALE SEMINARY. 


The fall session of this well-known school will 
open September 11th, 

Board with room and light only $175, for the 
school year. Tuition in English course. $20 to $36 
per year. One fourth off these charges for ministers’ 
daughters. Music, French, Painting, etc., also at 
very reasonable rates. Send for catalogue. 

REV. A. M. REID, Ph. D., Principal. 


REV. C. C. BEATTY, D.D., LL. D., Supt, 





~ HOWLAND SCHOOL 


For Advanced Education of Young Women at 


on Cayuga Lake, Central 

UNION SPRINGS xv. 14th year—1876-7. 

pecially attractive as a elike institution. Pre- 

para and collegiate departments. Send for cir- 

eular. President, HENRY HARTSHORNE, M.D., 
A.M. Vice-President, M. ANNA WYTHE, 


ELOCUTION 


Andthe seashore. Sea Cliff, Long Island, Summer 
Class in Elocution. opening July 17 and closin 

August8. A limited number of boarders, Senc 
stamp for particulars to Anna Randall Diehl, Editor 
of the “Quarterly Elocutionist,’” and author of 
“Reading and Elocutionist,” ‘‘Choice Readings,” 
ete. 








BRADFORD ACADEMY 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


Year commences August 28. For circulars and 
admission apply to 
MISS ANNIE E. JOHNSON, Principal, 
Bradford, Mass. 





NGLISH AND CLASSICAL SCHOOL FOR BOYS. 
Rev. N. H. meee with competent assistance, 
takes charge of the educatiof of a few boys at his 
home in Williamstown, Mass. 
CIRCULARS SENT ON APPLICATION, 





OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
Best advantages for a thorough education. For 
circulars, address, 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 








PRIVATE INSTRUCTION in the Classics or 
the English branches may be had from a superior 
instructor by addressing “ Tutor,” Sunday School 
Times Office, care of the Rev. GeorGE A. PELTz. 





Eke WE iawses Wart €?=s 


English and French Family School for Young 
Ladies, 33 Wall St., New Haven, Conn. 
Re-opens Sept. 24th. For Circulars, apply as above. 





West Penna. Classical and Scientific Institute. 
For both sexes. New building for ladies. Open 
grate in eachroom. Address, 

JONATHAN JONES, A. M. 





Mt. Pleasant, Pa, 


J. ESTEY & 


COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Front View. 


No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schools, 


Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 
Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 





SAXE & ROBERTSON, 
GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 


No. 36 EAST 14th ST., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 








HENRY HOYT'S | 


No. 1. 50 vols., 18mo. Reduced from 26.30 to $15. 
No. 2.50 “ 16mo. S “ 61.75 to 26. 
No.3. 15 “ large 16mo. * “ 19.30 to 12, 
No.4.15 “ * 16mo, ~ « 19.30 to 12. 


Excellent books. Best cloth bindings. 
Send for descriptive catalogue. 


HENRY BOYT, 9 Cornhill, BOSTON. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 











AND 


THAcHERSs 


SEND TO THE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Library 
Books—Choice selections, Sunday-school 
Papers, Question Books, Teachers’ 
Bibles, etc. 

G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depositary. 


NOW READY. 





T h G ] Sermons related to the 
€ 0 Sp € Boston Revival of 1877. 
By Seventeen Clergymen 

of different denomina- 


Invi tati on * | tions. Small 8vo, cl., $1.50. 
JOSEPH COOK REVIEWED. 


Was Bronson Alcott’s School a Type of God’s Moral 
Government? A Review of Joseph Cook’s Theory of 
the Atonement. By Rev. WasHincron GLapDEN. 
l6mo. Paper, 40 cents. 

The theory criticised in this little book may be 
found in “The Gospel Invitation.” 





At bookstores generally. or sent, postpaid, on 
receipt of price, by the publishers, 
LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., 
381 Washington St., Boston 





SABBATH 





1 On = £67 02 F 











No. 1, 


30 Vols. 

$10.00 net LIBRARIES 

No, 2, 15 Vols., SELECTED WITH 
$12.50 net. 





GREAT CARE 

» SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED. 

LOWEST 
PRICES, 


No. 3, 15 Volumes, 
$12.50 net. 
Grand Cheap Library, No. 1, 
50 Vols., $20.80 net. 








Grand Cheap Library, No. 2, 50 Vols. 
$22.40 net. 





Life Illustrated Library, 75 Vols., $20 net. 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 











82 Madison St., Chicago. 
een 








Norwich and Worcester 
LIN E. 
From Pier No. 40, North River, New 
York, Daily, Sundays Excepted. 


FOR BOSTON, 


Worcester, Nashua, Lowell, 

Concord, Manchester, White Mountains, 
Walpole, Blackstone, Southbridge, 
Palmer, Bellows Falls, Montreal 


Burlington, St. Albans, and Montpelier, 





The splendid steamers of the Norwich and New 
York Transportation Co., “City of Boston,” “ City 
of New York,” and “City of Lawrence,” leave New 
York, Pier No.40,N. R,at5p.m Steamboat express 
leaves New London at 1.40 a. m., arriving in Boston at 
6 a. M., in ample time for all the eastern trains. 





White Mountain express leaves New London at 
4.40 a. m., (Sundays excepted), via Norwich and Wor- 
eester for Plymouth, Littleton, Bethlehem and Fab- 
yan House; also, for Portland, Lewiston, Bath, 
Augusta, and Bangor. 





Drawing-room cars run through to the Fabyan 
House without change, arriving there at 4.30 p. m.; 
also, through to Portland, arriving there at 1.15 p. m. 


Passengers from the South and West will take the 
Desbrosses Street Ferry, Jersey City, to New York, 
landing them at the steamer at Pier 40. 





State-rooms can be secured one week in advance 
upon application to the agent at Pier 40, N. R. 





S. A. Gardner, Jr., 


W. F. Parker, Agent, 
Supt., New London, Conn. ’ 


Pier No. 40, N. R., N.Y, 


CONNECTIONS, 
New York and New England Railroad and 
branches. 
Boston and Albany Railroad at Worcester. 
Worcester and Nashua Railroad. 
New London Northern Railroad and branches 


at New London. - 





Dry. ROGERS’ In Powder. 


Citrate of Magnesia. 


During the past twenty-five years it has given 
universal satisfaction as a pleasant aperient. It fs the 
best medicine for headache, sickness of the stomach, 
heartburn, and all complaints arising from acidity 
bilious and malarial fevers. It cools the blood and 
regulates the bowels. It is superior to Saratoga and 
most mineral waters. For sale by all druggists. 
Prepared by A. ROGERS & SONS, New York City. 


WM. N. ATTWOOD « SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortes: 


Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 
2() Assorted Decalcomanies, or 35 different Fer- 
eign Stamps for l0c. J. A. Pierce, 75 Madi- 
son St., Chicago. 
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ORGANS LIKE THE ABOVE, 


9 feet by 5 feet and 16 feet high, with 10 Registers and 
235 Pipes, including a Sub-Bass of 27 Notes, 
In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front pipes, 
all speaking and richly decorated, can be furnished 
by us for $750. It is one of our new Series ot 
Church Organs for village churches, comprising 
eight sizes, costing from $400 to $1,250. 
These Organs surpass anything of equal cost in 
Power and Beauty of Tone, Elegance of 
Appearance and Perfection of Action. 


4a@ DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 




















No. 75. Two Manuals, 32 Stops._...__ _..--$1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops 1,000 
No. 85. One Manual, 8 Stops. 500 
No. 87. Two M ls, 15 Stops. 900 
No. 88. Three Manuals, 46 Stops..____---.-----. 3,000 
No. 89. One Manual, 12 Stops. 600 
No.90, Two Manuals, 16 Stops. 600 
No.91. Three Manuals, 36 Stops._-------------- 2,000 


E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 
BOSTON, MASS. 

Builders of the Grand Plymouth Church Organ, the 

powerful Centennial Organ, and of nearly a thousand 

others in every part of the country. 





PUBLICATIONS. 





=N. TIBBALS & SONS, 37 Park Row, New York, 
would say: Ist. Their Theology Department has no 
equal. 2d. Their Sunda Department has the 
best and latest Books from all the a 
publishers. Also, 2 extra cheap Libraries. 3d. Books 
sold only by subseription. Best book on Moody and 
others. Send for particulars and catalogues. 


CROW ELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 











No.1. 30 Vols. 18mo. $10 00. 
No. 2. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
No. 3. 15 Vols. 16mo 12 50. 





T. Y¥. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORE, 


HOW TO SING! 


ANY ONE CAN LEARN. 


Don’t delay, sent postpaid 
but send at to any ad. 
onee for this dress on re- 
VALUABLE ceipt of price. 


Price: Paper, 50c.; Cloth, 75c. 
Address, GEO. W. CRUSLEY, Fiorence, N. J 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCIS uggestive and Helpful to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts. a — 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a oe men 
Number, and be convinced. ddress, 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 805 
B ay, New York. 


NEW COMMENTARY 


ON THE WHOLE BIBLE. 
Br JAMIESON, FAUSSET ann BROWN. 

COMPLETE EDITION. 

best Commentary extant. 
Commended by the most gine scholars & dwvines. 
PRICE $7.50. 
For full particulars address, 
S. S. SCRANTON & CO., Hartford, Conn. 




















THE MOST MARKED IMPROVEMENT yet 
made in Lesson Helps for Sunday-school Teachers 
and Superintendents will be found in the 


JUN 


Number of THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOI, 
TEACHER. A copy sent free on application to 


Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., Chicago. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[Vol. XIX., No. 26. 





PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


———— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - «= + $2.15 each. 
“ 15t0o20 “ soe Bee % 

30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 
To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 


of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 





——$0—————— 


Suoscriptons will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions, 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent, 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tug Timgs to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


——$—)——— 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scnoot Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tue Tues. 


—o—— 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, -= = § .60 
100 a one year, = = = 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


——$——$——— 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - «+ 6.25 
100 “ one year, = = # 25.00 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


———0 ———_ 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


—— 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: : 
The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent’s Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is, 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

———— 


Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - : . 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line(as above),- - 30 cts. 
Reading Matter: perline (leaded), - - Scts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


Ww “ “ 8 “ 
15 “ “13 “ 
20 “ “ 96 “ 
25 “ “« 52 “ 


aa Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


——_o————_ 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Purtaperrma. 





Bissel's Revolving Book Case and Office Cabinet 


A GREAT CONVENIENCE FOR 
Lawvers, Phvsicians, Clergymen, and Business Men generally. 








Ro ll. 


A Great Favorite. REVOLVING SECRFTARY BOOK CASE v > Ww - 
KINED. No, 1 and 2 represent two different views of the same Tg Fo pe By yy Ren 
thick. The second sheli is adjustable. No. 1 represents the secretary. No. 2, the ladies’ work-table has 
ap adjustable shelf. which anewerr the purpose of the utility table. It also contains a portable sewing tray 
and two drawers. Width. 134 {eet ;, height. 4 feet. Made of black walnut. veneered. Price, $30. Manu- 
vetured by A. T. BISSEL & < @., Office, 249 South Sixth Street, Factory, 3715 Filbert Street, Phila 
aan oods sent on ten days’ approval, and are ours until paid for. No extra charge for packing or 








COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


m September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 
THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 
HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, i 
the WHOLE WORLD. The followin is their Report, on which we peueteen Fg rie wad ee ee 

“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 
PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
=. clay, yoy ah pe 2 other permenant op and the chief aim of American Soap 

anufacturers seeme produce a compound that, while passin i 

= and the most adulteration, so as to sean the a SSP Guay, seeks coated te tees 


JOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Pi i 
ite taen y ease try it, and see how infinitely superior 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa. have promised to send any of our readers, who will write for 


® gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. send 
at once. 








\CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Coveatse & Co.’s CASHMERE Bouquet Exrract and 
CorLET Power will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 
lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 









CHRISTIAN UNION EXTRA 


No. 4.—THE RUSSO-TURKI*SH WAR (with a Map embracing the Seat of 
War and the surrounding country.) Comprising in the following articles the origin and 
igs of the Eastern Question: I. WHo are THE Turks? II. Waar is Russia? 

Il. Tue Caristran Provinces. IV. Tue Two Reuicions. V. How roe WAR BEGAN. 
VI. Tue Seator War. VII. Prospects anp PROBABILITIES. 
The other extras are :— 

No. 1.—OUR CHURCH WORK. 
Tyng, Jr., D.D., on Church Work. 

No. 2.—HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE, By the Rev. Lyman Abbott. Giv- 
ing plain and practical directions to Sunday-school teachers and other lay students of 
the Bible. 

No. 3.—-HENRY WARD BEECHER IN THE WEST, (with steel-plate 
engraving of Mr. Beecher.) In which he has given sketches of the people and places on 
his Western Lecture Tour. 


B@s~ Sent post-paid on receipt of 15 cents, or any two numbers for 25 cents. 
THE CHRISTIAN UNION is a comprehensive Family Religious Newspaper. 


Terms, $3 00 per year, postage prepaid. To Clergymen, $2.50. To new subscribers on trial 
for four months, $1.00. Send stamp for sample copy. 


HORATIO C. KING, Publisher, 
27 Park Place, New York. 








A Series of Papers by the Rev. Stephen H. 








WORTH REPEATING. 


SAINT PAUL. 


[From a poem by Frederic W. H. Myers, published 
by A. D. F. Randolph.] 


Iam Christ’s! 
you; 
Aye, for me, too, he greatly hath sufficed; 
Lo, with no winning words f would entice you; 
Paul has no honor and no friend but Christ 


Christ! and let the name suffice 


Yes, without cheer of sister or of daughter, — 
Yes, without stay of father or of son — 
Lone on the land, and homeless on the water, 
Pass I in patience till the work be done. 


Yet, not in solitude, if Christ anear me 
Waketh him workers for the great employ; 

Oh, not in solitude, if souls that hear me 
Catch from my joyance the surprise of joy. 


Hearts I have won of sister or of brother, 
Quick on the earth, or hidden in the sod; 

Lo, every heart awaiteth me, another 
Friend in the blameless family of God. 


Yea, through life, death, through sorrow, and thro’ 
sinning. 
He shall suffice me, for he hath sufficed; 
Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning, 
Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ. 





THE BIBLE IN MADAGASCAR. 


[From an address of the Rev. W. Cousins at the 
anniversary of the British and Foreign bible Society , 
London.) 


It always seems to me that the history of 
the Bible in Madagascar after the missiona- 
ries were banished is a glorious and noble 
illustration of the value and importance of 
the work of this Society. The voice of the 
living teacher was no longer heard in the 
land; but God carried on his own work in his 
own way. I have often recalled to my mind 
with great pleasure a phrase used by these 
persecuted Christians in one of their letters 
written to the missionaries who had been 
driven away from them. They say, “It is 
thought that we shall certainly forget the 
word of God now that we have no teachers 
here: the Queen, however, does not know 
that the best teacher of all—the Holy 
Spirit—is with us still.” These are mem- 
orable words, and I often recall them 
with profound pleasure. Yes, the best 
teacher was there still. The missionaries 
who had given them the Bible were no 
longer to guide them in the way of truth ; 
but there was there that living power, the 
blessed Spirit of all truth, the best teacher, 
and he preserved alive in their hearts the 
faith of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


These Malagasy Christians loved their 
Bible. It was adistinguishing mark of their 
Christianity. Nothing that Queen Ranavala 
could do with all her strong will and her 
determined opposition to the gospel could 
win the people from their love of the blessed 
book that it is the object of this Society to 
circulate. Seventy copies were left, chiefly 
buried in the ground. What was their fu- 
ture history? From time to time they were 
served out to such of the native Christians 
as were willing to accept the precious treas- 
ure to be held at the peril of their lives. 
Some of those copies were worn out with 
constant use; but even their torn leaves 
were accounted precious in those days, and 
were carefully distributed among the con- 
verts. Some of those Bibles fell into the 
hands of the officers of the queen and were 
burnt or otherwise Gane: some ten or 
fifteen copies still exist. There 1s one copy 
roughly bound in undressed cow-hide in the 
library of this Society ; other copies are in 
the hands of the present missionaries; and 
some few of them are still treasured Ly some 
of the older Christians in the island. There 
they remain—ten or fifteen complete Bibles 
that lived through the whole of the storm of 
persecution. Who could look at one of 
those copies without feeling a thrill of the 
deepest emotion? 

The people resorted to all sorts of —- 
nious contrivances for hiding their Bibles. 
Now and then they would make a hole un- 
derneath the fire-place, sometimes they 
would hide it in the wall of their house, 
sometimes they would find a cave and hide 
it there, sometimes they would find a secret 
place far away in the forest, and now and 
then they would steal away to that distant, 
silent spot, and there refresh their spirits by 
reading a chapter or two of God’s blessed 
word. We read of one man who hit upon 
the strange expedient of hiding bis Bible in 
the enclosure where Queen Ranavala’s fight- 
ing-bulls were kept,—so near was the book 
to the queen who hated and despised it. 

We, the first band of missionaries ta 
Madagascar after the cessation of persecu- 
tion, saw something of the love of the people 
for their Bible. We went out just as they 
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were in the first flush of enthusiasm and joy, 
rejoicing in their new-found liberty. I 
remember hearing of one little band of Chris- 
tians that met together on the evening of 
the day when Queen Ranavala died, to spend 
the whole of the night in reading through 
one of the Prophets—I believe the prophet 
Jeremiah. I remember, too, the disappoint- | 
ment of the people when we reached them | 
in September, 1862. We were obliged to | 
tell them that the cases containing the 
Scriptures were still at Tamatave, and could 
not reach Antananarivo for some weeks. 
There was a downcast look upon all the 
countenances of the people when this an- 
nouncement was made. By and by the 
cases arrived, and we set apart three days 
for distributing the Scriptures. During 
those three days our house was crowded | 
from morning till night, and we were able to 
circulate among them in that time three | 
thousand copies of the Scriptures in whole , 
or in part, and I rejeice to say that of those 
three thousand more than two thousand 
were paid for. 


| 


We see no signs at present of this love of 
God’s word dying out. Only as late as the 
year 1874 we had out an edition of a pocket 
Bible—a small, convenient Bible that, owing 
to the generosity of this Society, we are able | 
to supply for the low price of one shilling. | 
We had long wanted a shilling Bible, and 
now we are able to present the people with | 
this long-desired book. They Save now a | 
complete Bible for a shilling. On the first | 
morning of sale almost every man I met | 
along the main street of Antananarivo was 
carrying a Bible, and some were carrying 
three or four for the different members of 
their families. The Bible has hitherto been 
the one book of the Malagasy people. . . . 

I want to remind you of the attitude as- 
sumed by three of the Madagascar sover- 
eigns toward the word of God. King Ra- 
damah the First, who was king when the 
first missionaries landed in Madagascar, said 
one day, smiting upon his breast as he spoke, 
“My Bible is here.” He needed no written 
word; he had an inner life sufficient for | 
his needs. He treated the Bible, not with 
opposition, but with supercilious contempt. 
Then came Queen Ranavala. She was a 
bitter opponent of God’s word, and caused | 
numbers of copies to be publicly destroyed. | 

But what have we seen in these recent | 
years? I was present at the coronation of 
the present Queen Ranavala the Second. 
She sat beneath a beautifully made canopy, 
all gilt, and round about the canopy were 
inscribed the words, “Glory to God, peace 
on earth, good-will to men.” And just below 
Queen Ranavala was placed a small orna- 
mental table, and upon that table was laid 
a handsomely bound Bible, the gift of this 
Society to King Radamah. Thus did Queen 
Ranavala declare in the presence of all her 
people that she had done with idolatry, and 
that her faith lay in the word of our God. 

Iam happy to be able to tell you that 
Queen Ranavala reads the Bible in private, 
she hears it read and preached trom in 
public, and more than this, I have seen her | 
act as a distributer of God's word. About 
three or four years ago I was present at a| 
large school examination at the capital of | 
Betsileo, about two hundred miles from 
Antananarivo. At the close of the exami- 
nation the queen made presents to some of 
the more diligent scholars, and those pres- 
ents chiefly consisted of hymn-books and 
Testaments. Thus was the queen of Mada- 
gascar engaged in the great work of Bible 
circulation. May we not regard these later 
changes that have come over the govern- 
ment of Madagascar as an earnest of brighter 
and.happier days for the people? May we 
not pray earnestly that, as in the dark days 
of persecution, so in these brighter days of | 
liberty, the faith of the Madagascar people 
may be based upon the pure word of God ? 











GREAT. REDUGT.OY, 


25 PER CENT. IN PRICES OF 


SLATL MANTELS 


WILSON & MILLER, 





1210 Ridge Ave.: 1211, 1213 Spring Garden St., Phila. 





MADAME FOYS: 


Increases in Popularity every year | 


And tor Health, Comfort, and Style, | 
is acknowledged the Best Article | 
of the kind ever made. For sale | 


sg ae Manufactured solely 
by OY & HARMON, New Haven, 
onn. 


| price of ve | Cents foreither pair, or One 


eta Beware'of imitations and in: | INDIGQ-BLUB 


PUBLICATIONS. 


‘our Pictures 
EHFOR $1.00. 


These are not cheap Pictures, but comprise the pair 
of excellent PHOTOGRAPHS, 








‘* MELANCHOLY ” 


—AND— 


66 MIRTH,’ 


And the pair of finely finishea CHROMOS, 


“LAKE GEORGE” 


—AND— 


“LAKE OF FOUR CANTONS,” 


Which were offered some years ago as premiums by 
the publishers of the “ Congregationalist.” 

The Photographs are mounted on stiff cardboard, 
and are 14 by 18. They are intended to impersonate 
the characters delineated by Milton in his well- 
known companion poems, “I) Penseroso” and ‘ L’ 
Allegro.” 


The Chromos are mounted ready for framing, and 


| are 10 by 12. They form a beautiful pair, illustrative 


both of American and Swiss scenery, and are pecu- 
liarly suited, by reason of their similarity in subject, 
treatment, and coloring, to be companion pictures. 
The selling price of the four pictures was $4; but 
we have no further use for them as premiums, we 
now offer the balance on hand at the merely nominal 
llar for 
the four. They may be taken at our counter, or they 
will be sent by mail, postpaid. All orders should be 


sent with the money to ~ 

W. L. GREENE & CO., Publishers of 
The Congregationalist 

seh SOMERSET STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 








THE MOST EMINENT living au- 
hors, such as Prof Max Muller. 
> rof. Tyndall, Rt. Hon. W. E. Glad- 
stone, Dr. W. B. Carpenter, Prof. 
‘uxley, R. A. Proctor, Frances 
*ower Cobbe, The Duke of Argyl 
‘as. A. Froude, Mrs. Muloch, Mrs. 
liphant, Mrs. Alexander, Miss 
hackeray. Jean Ingelow, Geo. Mac- 
sonald, Wm. Black, Anthony Trol- 
ope, Matthew Arnold, Henry Kings- 
ey, W. W. Story, Ruskin, Carlyle, 
‘ennyson, Browning, and many 
thers. are represented in the 
pages of 


Littell’s Living Age 

Tue Lrvrtne Ace has entered upon its 133d volume. 
It furnishes to its readers the productions of the fore- 
most authors above named and many oth- 


ers; embracing the choicest Serial and Short Stories 


by the Leading Foreign Novelists, and an 
amount 


Unapproached by any other Periodical 


in the world, of the most valuable lite and scien- 
tific matter of the day. from the pens of the lead- 
ing Essayists, Scientists, Critics, Discov- 
erers, and Editors, representing every depart- 
ment of Knowledge and Progress. 

Tue Lavine Ace (in which “ Every Sarurpay” has 
been merged) is a weekly magazine giving more than 


Three and a Quarter Thousand 


double column octavo pages of reading-matter yearly. 
It presents in an inexpensive form, considering its 
amount of matter, with freshness, owing to its weekly 
issue, and with a satisfactory completeness 
attempted by no other publication, the best Essays. 
Reviews, Criticisms, Tales, Sketches of Travel and 
Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biographical, Histori- 
cal and Political Information, from the entire body 
= —o periodical literature. and from the pens 
of the 


ABLEST LIVING WRITERS. 











“A pure and tual reservoir and fountain of 
entertainment and instruction.”—Hon. Rosgrt C. Win- 
THROP 


* The best periodical in America.”—Rev. Dr. Cuter. 
“ Fairly without a rival.”"—ConGREGATIONALIST, Bos- 
TON. 

““ It reproduces the best thoughts of the best minds of 
the civilized world, upon all topies of living interest.”— 
PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER. 

“ The choicest literature of the day.”—N. Y. Trisune. 

“ Every weekly number of ‘ The — Age’ now-a- 


, days is equal to a first-class monthly. For solid merit. 


it is the cheapest magazine in the land.”"—TuE ADVANCE. 
Cricago. 

“ With it atone a reader may fairly keep up with all 
that is important in the literature, history, — ana 
sevence of the day.” —Tus Metuopist, New York 

“ Indispensable to every one who desires a thorough 
compendium of all that is admirable and noteworthy in 
the literary world.’"—Boston Post. 

“ Ought to find a place in every American home.”— 
New Yor« Times. 


Published weexty at $8.00 a year, free of postage. 
An extra copy sent gratis to any one getting up a 


| club of five new subscribers. 


|CLUB PRICES FOR THE BEST HOME 


AND FOREIGN LITERATURE. 


“ Possessed of Tue Livine Ace and one or other of 
our vivacious American monthlies, a subscriber wil] 
find himself in command of the whole situation.”— 
Phila. Ev’g Bulletin. 

For $10.50 THe Livine Ace and either one of the 
American $4 Monthlies (or Harper’s Weekly or Bazar 
will be sent for a year, both tpard: or, for $9.50 


| ‘Lue Livine Ace and the St. Nicholas or Appleton’s 


Address 
LITTELL & GAY, Boston. 


2 FAWILY "seez 
933 North Second at ia. Pa 


95 ELEGANT CARDS, 20 styles, with name 10 cte 
post paid. GEO. I. REED & CO. Nassau, N Y 


Journal. 
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Improved Cabinet Organ. 


Excelling what has previ been accomplished in 
Power, Purity, and Denicacy or Tongs. 


The Liszt abn Organ, 


a No. 501.)— Five Octave; Seven Sets of Reeds 
of and a ae a oo Se 

tave ; fen ; New Scale of Reed Board, 
Reeds and Actions, with a Chest and other Im- 

r ts, patented 1876-77. 

" Base.—Contra Basso, 16 ft.; English Horn, 8 ft.; 
Viola, 4 ft.; Viola Dolce, 4 ft.; Sub-Base, 16 ft. Treble 
—Corno, 16 ft.; Melodia, 8 ft.; Piecolo, 4 ft.; Sera- 
phone, 8 ft.; Voix Celeste, 8 ft. Throughout.— Full 
Organ, ( stop,) Vor Huma Octave Coupler, 
oe up), Knee Swell, 1. Forte. Il. Forte. 

The Mason & Hamlin Organ Co. have the pieasure 
of announcing that specimens of this fine or 
(fac similes in their musical part of one furnished 

r. Franz Liszt), are now y, and may be seen at 
their warerooms and principal encies. The 
pd sa of this improved organ and of its name, is as 
ollows: 

Having occasion to make an organ expressly for 
the very celebrated Dr. Franz Liszt, in which full 
sonorous power was es jally desired, as well as 
such delicacy and purity of tone as could afford 
satisfaction to so critical a judgment as that of the 
great maestro, we took the opportunity to carry out 
and introduce improvements which had been first 

resented in our organs at the U. 8. Centennial 

exhibition, with others which had been long in 
progress. The result was more than satisfactory to 
ourselves; the improvement greater than we 
ventured to expect. In our own warerooms in 
Boston and New York, the new instrument was seen 
and tested by a numberof the best musicians in the 
country, who pronounced it a material advance 
upon all that had before been accomplished. In the 
rooms of the Agent for the sale of our organs in 
Hanover, Germany, it was also greatly mired. 
The Hanover Courier declared it to be “at the ve 
height of development of instruments of the class,” 
evincing “extraordinary progress.” After its re- 
ceipt and trial, Dr. Franz Liszt wrote to the Agent: 
“The beautiful organ of the Mason & Hamlin Organ 
Company, of Boston. receives no less praise here 
tnan in Hanover. It fully justifies the remarkable, 
well-founded and wide-spread renown of these 
superb instruments.” It was immediately put in 
use in his orchestra, 

We are confirmed in our judgment, then, that the 
tones of this new organ are the finest that have ever 
been hey = from reeds, not because of mere oddity 
of effect, but from their true diapason-like quality 
and fullness, and from their excellent power and 
pervading and sustaming effect; and that, as a 
whole, it is, in proportion to its size and extent, 
much in advance of anything we have before been able 


to — 

ireulars with full iculars, also cataingues 
illustrating and describing all the styles of the 
celebrated Mason & Hamlin Cabinet Organs, which 
have taken highest honors at all the World’s Exhi- 
bitions of recent years, and are the only American 
Organs which have ever taken highest award at any 
such, sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO., 


154 Tremont St., Boston; 25 Union Square, New York; 
250 and 252 Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 











INSURANCE, 





1877. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00. - - Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
PA JOHN L. THUMS! >, Ass’t. Secretary. 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


434 WALNUT STREET. 
CASH CAPITAL, - ‘ 





1825. 





$200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 
J. E. KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER, 
H, W. PITKIN, HENRY HAINES 


J. S. HELFENSTEIN, 
HIRAM MILLER, 

B. B. THOMAS, 

F. W. KENNEDY, : 
W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.S. ELWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 

WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass't Secretary. 


WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
JOHN 8. WHILLDIN, 





AGREAT OFFER !! ats sta tnne 
esthese Hard Times 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATER?’ at lower prices for cash or Install- 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATE GRAND UARE and 
UPRIGHT PLANOS & ORGANS (INCLUDING 
THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOUDOIR ) are 
the BEST MADE. 7 Octave Pianos $150.7 1-3 
do $160 not usedayear. “2°? Stop Organs 
$50.4 stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 8 Stops $75. 10 
Steps $88, 12 Stops $100 cash, not used a year 
in perfect order and warranted. LOCAL an 
TRAVELING AGENTS WANTED. Illustrated 
Catalogues Mailed.A liberal discount/o Teachers, 
Ministers,Churches,etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactrs.and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th St., Union square, Bh. Y. 
TESTIMONIALS, Gar 

The New York Times says: “ Waters’ Orchestrion 
Chime Organ ” is a beautiful little instrument. Sim- 
ply perfect. The chime of two and one-half octavo 
ells, and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the plaver, are fine. 

The tone is full, clear, and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
bells.—{Christian Union. 

The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best. We are enabled to speak of these instru- 
ments with confidence, from personal knowgedge.— 
\N. Y. Evangelist. 

We can speak of the merits of the Waters’ Pianos 





from personal knowledge, as being of the very best 
quality —{Christian Intelligencer, . ” 








PUBLICATIONS. 





THE 


Scholar's Hand-Book 


ON THE 
International Bible Lessons. 
A valuable help to Teachers and Older Scholars. 
PART Vill. July to December, 1877. 


Studies in the Acts. 
By REV. EDWIN W. RICE. 
Single Copies, 10 cents. Per hundred, $8.00. 
Specimen copies for Three Months will be fur- 
nished for in Sunday-schools at 6 cents, or $5 
per 100 copies. 
Just published and for sale by the 
AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 
" patrick, 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
8: 5 Sooheld, 8 and 10 Bible } en New York. 
5. A.C , 7 Beacon Street, ton. 


Bos 
W. R. Port, ay St. (near State St.), Chicago. 
$. Paxson, 207 N. Sixth Street. St. Louis. 


Te EB) 


POCKET WY MNAL, 


25 Cents. $20 per 100. 
200 Choice Hymns 


FROM THE “HYMNAL.” 
To meet the a _—. ~~ portable Hymn 


Mission Work, 
Social Meetings, and 


Sabbath Schools, 


The Board has prepared the above, bound in Flexi- 
» — , strong and neat, and are prepared to 
rs) 




















Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Busmess Superintendent, 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
13% CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


THE 
“Chautauqua Assembly 


DAILY HERALD.” 


A thirty-two column folio daily paper will be 
published at Fairpoint, N. Y., as the official organ 
of the great National Sunday-school Assembly to 
be held on the Assembly grounds at Fairpoint, 
in August next. 

This paper will contain full reports of the entire 
meeting, including nearly one hundred lectures 
and sermons from the most distinguished men in 
the country, on Science, Reform, Sunday-school 
work, etc., reported verbatim, solely for this paper, 
by competent stenographers. 

Rev. T. L. FLOOD, A.M., Editor. 
Subscription price, postage paid_______________ $1.00 
{n clubs of not less than five. 80 

Send names and cash to 


M. BAILEY, Financial Manager, 
JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 








Welcome Tidings 


THE NEW BOOK OF 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SONGS, 


LOWRY, DOANE and SANKEY, 


Including the last HYMNS and MUSIC of the 
late 


P. P. BLISS. 


This is the only new Song Book authorized by the 
family of Mr. BLISS, or in which they have any interest. 


Every Sunday-school should have 


Welcome Tidings 


It comprises talent never before found ir a single 
collection, and is not equaled for variety, both in 
Words and Music. If your bookseller does not sel, 
it, send at once to either of the Publishers. 

160 pages of our usual] Sunday-school style, in 
Board Covers, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 

yy sent by mail, in paper covers, on receipt of 
twenty-five cents. 


BIGLOW 4 BAINX,) 
NEW YORK. 








JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
CINCINNATI. 
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RUSTIC WORK. 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Set- 
tees, Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Houses, Window Gardens 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustic Designs of all de- 
scriptions manufactured 
and for sale. 

Florist’s Supplies 
IN GENERAL. 

This Hanging Basket 
in five sizes, 8, % 11%, 
13 and 16 inches in di- 
ameter. Price, 75c., $1, 
$1.50, $2.00, $2.50, sent by 
express to any part of 
the U, 8., on receipt of 
price, 

Send stamp for Illus- 
y trated Catalogue. 


Rustic Mfg. Co.. 


29 FULTON ST., 
New Yor« Ciry. 








THE BLESSED HOPE ; 


OR, THE 


LORIOUS fy OMING 


OF THE LORD. 


By WILLIS LORD, D.D., 


Author of ‘‘ Christian Theology for the People.” 
12mo, Cloth, - $1.25. 
The above work, from an author of acknowledged 

ability and experience, is of much interest and value 
to the religious public at this time. It presents the 
Pre-Millennial view of the Second Advent in a con- 
cise, scriptural and popular manner, 


W. C. HOLMES, Publisher, 
77 Madison Street, Chicago. 












hte 


THIS SET COMPLETE 
In Solid Black Walnut, Ash, or 
Chestnut, 

Elegant Polished Panels. 
Upholstered in Terry, $65, 

Plush, $75. 


25 Patterns of Church Sets in Stock, $45 to $800. 
Medal awarded by the U. 8S. Centennial Com- 


mission at Philadelphia. 
Photographs and Price Lists sent on application. 


Paines Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
Boston, Mass. 


ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 








TRADE MARK 
HAMS 


¥. A. FERRIS & CO.’S 


UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAMS 
AND BREAKFAST BACON, 


264, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 


NONE GENUINE UNLESS REARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


@ light metalic seal, attached to the string, as in the eut. 4 


H.W.JOHNS? PATENT. 


ASBESTOS 


ee 








MATERIALS. 


and Boiler C $s, 

ngs. Fire, Acid, ana Wate. 

ony Coatings, Cements, ¢ Send for Samples, Illus- 
ated Catalogues, Price-Lists, &c. 


H. W. JOHNS’ MFG. CO., 


87 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. 


9 Fancy Mixed Cards, new styles, with name, 
5 l0c., post-paid, J, B, HUSTED, Nassau, N. Y. 








NOW READY. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly for the third quar- 
ter of 1877 (July, August, and September) is 
now ready. Orders will receive prompt atten- 
tion, whether for a large number or for asingle 
copy as a specimen. To supply your class 
with the Quarterly for these three months 
will cost for each scholar but seven cents; or 
but thirteen cents for each tothe end of the 
year. A single copy one year costs 25 cents; 
100 copies one year, $25. Subscriptions taken 
for three or six months at the yearly rate; un- 


der ten copies, three months, seven cents each. 
ADDRESS, 








JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





Tue CHICKERING PIANO, 


M in all great contests, and 

The Victor for THE PAST FIFTY- 

sh THREE YEARS the ACKNOWLEDGED 

mmmmranaam Bm STANDARD of the WORLD—being copied 

an = not only by the makers of this country, but 

Aw of Europe—will be offered during the present 
conditions of trade at 


GREATLY REDUCED PRICES. 


. were granted our Pianos in the GREAT WORLD'S FAIR in 
The Highest Awards LONDON, 1851: at the GREAT EXPOSITION in PARIS, 
1867; at the INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the grand CENTEN- 


NIAL EXHIBITION in PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 
All persons wishing to purchase (or examune) instruments are respectfully invited to visit our warerooms. 


CHICKERING & SONS, 
CHICKERING HALL, 
FIFTH AVENUE, corner EIGHTEENTH Street, New York City. 


W. H. DUTTON & SON, 
1301 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 
P, 8.—A Written Guarantee—FOR FIVE YEARS-—-ziven with every Piano. 


THE BEST S.S. Papers in the FIELD 


Taken by Live Schools of All Denominations. Christian Always—Sectarian Never. 
Al Maga” 
The Little Sower™::°::*::""<";| The Golden Lesson’... sin- 


best Sunday-School paper in the world, Faultless| day-school Teachers, devoted to Sunday-school les- 
typography, ) oes ald ny. originality, and beautiful | sons and Sunda -school work. B _C. P. Jacobs. 
illustrations. Weekly, in clubs of ten copies, 60 cts. | Fresh, full and vigorous. The best of its class. $1.00 
per year. One month on trial FREE. Send for it. 


bly illustrated As a pupil’s Lesson 
The Little Chief o7 yy oessss| The Good Seed ?e.f Pe convement 
pictures—is the largest and finest paper published for | in form, and so perfect in make-up, that it is recog- 


the little ones of the Infant Class. nized as the Model Lesson Paper. 
Weekly, in clubs of ten, only 50 cents per year. x00 copies one month, $1.00; one year, $9.00. 


You are invited to Send for Specimens. Compare them with others, then SELECT THE BEST. 
ADDRESS SHIVEL & SMITH, Indianapolis, Ind. 


















per year. Monthly Magazine, $1.00 per year. 








-KINGSFORD’S 
Oswego Corn Starch 


- PUDDINGS, BLANC-MANGE, CAKE, ETO. 


OR RENT. 


THE COLOSSEUM. 


For Fairs, Festivals, etc., etc., apply at Office, Broad 
and LocustStreets, to 
J. HARVEY COCHRAN, Treasurer. 
Philadelphia, May 30, 1877. 


SAVINGS & COLLECTION BOX FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Money raised easily for S. 8S. and Church work by 
using this box. Superintendents and Pastors en- 
dorse it in highest terms, and “ would not be with- 


out them, 
30,000 SOLD IN 90 DAYS. 
Prices: $c. each, or $3.00 per hundred. No. 1 
holds 50c.; No. 2, $1.00; No. 3, $5.00. 
M. W. SMITH, 85 Clark St., Chicago, Ill. 








—— 








THE 


Officers Quarterly 


FOR OFFICERS, TEACHERS, AND ALL SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL WORKERS. 
Price 40c. per year per Copy. 


DAVID C, COOK, Publisher, 
46 Madison 8t., Chicago, Ill, 


Sent FREE to all Sunday School Superintendents. 








DUTCHER’S LIGHTNING FLY-KILLER, 
DUTCHER’S DEAD-SHOT FOR BED-BUGS. 
TRY THEM, AND SLEEP IN PEACE. 








“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORID.” 


Risin sun 





Ai 


SOMA TT 





DELIGHTFUL EXCURSIONS 
ON THE SCHUYLKILL. 


Our beautiful Park, so full of delightful sports 
for excursionists, was never so inviting as at present. 
The steamers now plying the river the entire length 
of the Park offer great inducement to picnic parties, 
and are now carrying parties to all nts within the 
limits of the Park, at reduced rates. For further 
information, apply at the COMPANY’S OFFICE, 
603 N. Twenty-fifth Street. H. B. ANTHONY, Supt. 


Time and Labor Saved, 


A new thing under the sun, “ The Complete Ready 
Plaiter.” Easily attached to sewing machines. So 
simple you can make plaiting in any width, either 
knife plaiting or box plaiting, if you can use a sew- 
ing machine, and so cheap that on receiving $1.00 I 
will send by mail to any address, with instructions. 
AGENTS WANTED ALL OVER THE WORLD, 

JAS. D. CARLISLE, 
37 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa, 








All who havea 


SEWING MACHINE 


And use a Thread-Cutter 
say— What a very useful attachment it is, how 
easy now to remove the work, no hunting for scissors, 
always at hand, saves time, patience, thread and 
needles enough to pay for its cost in a short time.” 

Try one. Ask your agent for 
GALLAUDET’'S, 
which is acknowledged to be the best, or send 
25 cents, stating for what machine wanted (and 
receive by return mail with full instructions) to 
WM. L, GALLAUDET, 


42 Elm Street, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 


KEEP COOL, 








HOT BLAST OIL STOVE. 
COMFORT, CONVENIENCE, ECONOMY. UN- 
EQUALLED FOR BROILING AND BAKING. NO 
FLAVOR OR ODOR CAN BE DETECTED. 
WHITNEY & HALL MAN’G CO., 
1123 Chestnut Street, Phila. 





By Mail, free of Postage, at these prices. 


4 White Lawn Ties, for men $ 
1 beh oa Unlaundried Shirt, linen front, and 
uffs 1 

















2 Standing Linen Collars, late style,.....____ 25 
1 Black Silk Neck Bow 25 
1 Russia Leather Pocket Book- .-._......____ 50 
25 Springs Diamond Bustle, latest_....nthl 25 
= Open Top Skirt. 1 00 
20 - Tape Front Skirt--..-..-.....__... 75 
Moody’s Abdominal Corset. 2 75 
Mad, Foy’s Supporter Corset___..------.----. 1 2 
Bon Ton (Extra long) Corset__--.-..-...____.. 1 39 
20 Yds. Heavy Gros Grain Black Silk_.-_._... 26 00 
Heavy 3 Knot Black Silk Fringe, per yd_.... 1 00 
Light 5 “ “i = ieee 75 
Black or Colored 2 button Kid Gloves______. 00 


1 
Spray of Flowers (Rose-leaf, bud, and flower). 20 
Spray of Fine French Flowers _-..--.-.....-.. 35 
Small Rose, 10c., Large 15 
Black or Brown Silk Fan, 8 in., 25c., 10 in., 50 
Cut Stick Fan, Black Silk 60 
Japanese Fans from 5c. to 1 00 


JAS. D. CARLISLE, 
37 FIFTH AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


MARK TWAIN'S 


A volume every ed- 
itor, or literary person, 
should possess. — New 
York Independent. 
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The most ingenious, 
neat, and handy Scrap- 
Book of the age.—Caris- 
tian Union. 


PATENT PREPARED PAGE 
SCRAP-BOOK. 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 

A neat affair, and it now becomes as easy to file 
away a scrap as it is to stampa letter.—. 6 
Gazette. 

It leaves nothing to be desired in the way of neat- 
ness and convenience.—Harper’s Weekly. 

Prices from $1.25 to $3.50 each, including postage. 
For sale by all Booksellers and Stationers, or oom 


sequen on receipt of price. Send for a descriptive 
is 





SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 


Buiawg Boox Manor. 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 














